
 
 

Thomas Chatterton Manuscript Project   (TCMP) 
 

The Chatterton Content  
in 

Herbert Croft’s Book 

“LOVE AND MADNESS” 

From pages 124 - 272,  

Shown in 23 separate sections of pages. 

Section 17 of 23 - pages 210 - 211  

Part of Letter L1 in Love and Madness  

Containing Chatterton’s : 

‘XX’ 

Note : 

Croft identifies each of the letters between James Hackman and Martha Ray 
with Roman numerals. He also uses Roman numerals to identify Chatterton’s 
letter, which does add a little confusion. 
 
Letter LI, in Love and Madness, incorporates some of Chatterton’s letters. It 
is a long letter, which stretches from page 140 to page 272.  I have also 
included any additional page that has mention of Chatterton’s life or works.  
 
I have split Croft’s Letter L1 (plus a few extra pages)  into sets of pages 
containing key Chatterton items.  
 

At the bottom of each set of pages is a link to take you to the next set of pages 
containing Chatterton content in sequence.   As an option you can go back to 
the Control Page for Letter L1 and select Chatterton content from there. 

Control Panel  ↓  :   

 
Chatterton contents :  Letter LI  : xxx pages :  pp. . 
 
 

●​ Background to Herbert Croft’s role in the Chatterton story 

Love and Madness, by Herbert Croft, is a fictional story based on a true event.  
 
The fictional part consists of  a sequence of imaginary chatty, romantic letters 
between James Hackman, a soldier who became a clergyman & Martha Ray, who 
was the mistress of the earl of Sandwich.   
 
The real event culminates with the death of Martha, who was shot by Hackman (her 
supposed lover) as she was leaving Covent Garden in 1779. Justice could be swift 
in those days, as twelve days later Hackman was executed by hanging.   
 
Herbert Croft, the author of Love and Madness, owned the house in Shoreditch that 
Chatterton lodged in. This connection seems to have heightened his interest in the 
Chatterton story, which he must have seen as a surefire way of increasing interest in 
his book. All he needed to do was find some way of integrating the two stories.  So, 
off to Bristol he went and he met with Catcott (the first port of call for anyone 
interested in Chatterton). Catcott introduced him to Chatterton’s mother, Sarah, and 
her daughter, Mary, who showed him Chatterton’s correspondence. Croft asked if 
he could take the letters for a few hours and then promptly left town taking the 
letters with him. The next Sarah and Mary heard about the letters was when they 
discovered they had been woven into and published for all to read in Croft’s 
sensational book, which went into a number of editions, seven at the last time of 
counting.   
 
Herbert Croft page on TCMP website : View online 
 

https://www.thomaschatterton.com/george-symes-catcott
https://thomaschatterton.com/love-and-madness-herbert-croft#subtitle--love-madness-5th-edition-analysis
https://thomaschatterton.com/love-and-madness-herbert-croft#main-title-herbert-croft


Details of Chatterton content in the above on TCMP website : View online 

 

Panel 1  :  Page 140 : Croft has no doubts that Chatterton wrote the whole. Pages 140, 141, 142  

Pages 210 - 211 part of  

Letter L1 in Love and Madness  above  

(Chatterton Letter VIII) 

 

Containing Chatterton’s : 

‘XX’ 
 

Control Panel  ↓  :   

 
Letter LI, in Herbert Croft’s book, Love and Madness, incorporates some of 
Chatterton’s letters. Letter L1 is long, it stretches from page 140 to page 272.  
The letter contains a sequence of imaginary letters between James Hackman, a soldier 
who became a clergyman, & Martha Ray, who was the mistress of the earl of 
Sandwich. She was shot and killed by Hackman (her lover) as she was leaving Covent 
Garden in 1779. 
 
I have split letter L1 into sets of pages containing key Chatterton items.  
At the bottom of each set of pages is a link to take you to the next set of pages 
containing Chatterton content.  As an option you can go back to the Control Page for 
Letter L1 and select Chatterton content from there. 

 
●​ Chatterton’s xxxxxxx : View Panel 1 

 
 

 

 

Control Panel  :   

 
Love and Madness Letter LI  :  (Chatterton Letter VIII) 
  

●​ Pages 210-211  :  Scroll to View Panel 1 

Chatterton’s Letter to his sister, Mary, July 20th, 1770 
Starts bottom of page 210  ‘I am now about an Oratorio’ 

 
(See the Control Page for  this letter  :   View) 

 

Panel 1  :  Pages 210-211 : Letter LI :  (Chatterton - Letter VIII) 

 

https://thomaschatterton.com/love-and-madness-herbert-croft#subtitle--love-madness-5th-edition-analysis
https://thomaschatterton.com/love-and-madness-herbert-croft#subtitle--love-madness-5th-edition-analysis
https://thomaschatterton.com/love-and-madness-herbert-croft#subtitle--love-madness-5th-edition-analysis
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10LH6ZFhYu0Yr2BovZgGNFo5WEClV2vOFK5c-m1Bp7oM/edit?tab=t.0#bookmark=kix.uhcau18ughw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l0-Q64Uk9IHDNzViqorheg5P2CQPdgKv72krJdjd_mQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1biAltX5PaX5GcZ2QIi0VSzS-MWiW27m1yh2r0tdVd2w/edit?usp=sharing




 

End:     Go to the next set of pages : pp.   : View (Waiting) 

 
    

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LmJC-1ViSzoO29_4JtxD2pyrawCe73aAC45G8QvyF6Y/edit?usp=sharing

