
Exit Signs Perth for Strata Buildings: Common Areas, 
Basements, Car Parks & Fire Stairs 
Strata buildings rely on shared access ways that must remain clear, visible, & compliant during 
both normal use & emergency conditions. In apartment complexes, mixed-use developments, 
townhouse groups, retirement living sites, & multi-storey residential properties, exit signs are 
part of the core life-safety system. They help direct occupants, visitors, contractors, & 
emergency responders through the building when visibility, familiarity, or access conditions are 
reduced. 

In Perth strata environments, the challenge is not simply installing a sign above a door. The 
issue is whether the exit path can be identified quickly from the point where a person is 
standing, whether the route remains understandable across multiple levels, & whether common 
property areas have been assessed as part of a complete evacuation path. This is why both exit 
signage & emergency lighting Perth solutions must be considered together rather than as 
separate items. 

Why strata buildings need a broader approach to exit 
signage 
Strata properties differ from single-tenancy buildings because movement paths are shared by 
many occupants with different levels of familiarity. Residents may know the building well, but 
visitors, cleaners, delivery drivers, tradespeople, carers, & short-term occupants often do not. In 
an emergency, people do not pause to interpret a layout. They follow visual cues. 

For that reason, exit signs in strata buildings must support fast recognition in: 

●​ entry lobbies 
●​ lift foyers 
●​ shared corridors 
●​ fire-isolated stairs 
●​ basement levels 
●​ car parks 
●​ bin store access areas 
●​ plant room approaches 
●​ common recreation areas 

Where these spaces connect, the signage must work as a sequence. A compliant sign at one 
door is not enough if the remainder of the path is unclear, obstructed, or visually inconsistent. 
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Common areas: where direction must be obvious 
Common areas are often the most heavily used parts of a strata building. They include entrance 
foyers, passageways, shared hallways, mail areas, communal lounges, gym access corridors, & 
poolside facilities. These spaces may appear straightforward during daylight hours, but during a 
fault, smoke event, or power loss, orientation can change quickly. 

Exit signs in common areas should support line-of-sight navigation. This means a person should 
be able to identify where to move next without needing prior knowledge of the building. In larger 
strata complexes, this may require more than one sign along a route, especially where corridors 
turn, split, narrow, or continue past multiple doors. 

A proper assessment should consider ceiling height, wall positioning, viewing angles, decorative 
lighting, glazing, bulkheads, & architectural elements that may reduce visibility. In some 
buildings, attractive finishes or modern design features can unintentionally compete with 
life-safety signage. Practical visibility must take priority. 

Basements: higher risk due to unfamiliarity & low natural 
light 
Basements present a distinct challenge because they are often enclosed, mechanically 
ventilated, & dependent on artificial lighting. Residents may use them daily, but visitors may not 
know the access sequence between parking, lift lobbies, storage areas, & fire exits. 

When lighting conditions change suddenly, basement users can lose their sense of direction 
quickly. Exit signage in these areas should clearly distinguish pedestrian egress routes from 
vehicle circulation paths. This is particularly important where fire stairs are recessed, where wall 
colours reduce contrast, or where doorways blend into service areas. 

In basement environments, building managers should also review whether supporting 
emergency lighting Perth coverage adequately illuminates changes in level, door thresholds, 
& route intersections. Signage alone does not provide full protection if the surrounding path 
cannot be seen safely. 

Car parks: visibility, traffic movement & decision points 
Car parks in strata developments often combine moving vehicles, pedestrian pathways, storage 
cages, roller doors, service cupboards, & lift access points. This makes them one of the most 
complex shared spaces from a wayfinding perspective. 

A person leaving a parked vehicle during an emergency must be able to identify the correct path 
immediately. Confusion can arise when occupants move toward vehicle exits instead of 
designated pedestrian egress points, or when they mistake service doors for usable exits. 
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Effective exit sign placement in car parks depends on decision points. These are the places 
where a person must choose between two or more directions. At each point, signage should 
make the safer route clear. This includes transitions from open parking areas into enclosed 
corridors, stair enclosures, or lobby access zones. 

Car park layouts should also be reviewed after alterations. New bollards, cages, barriers, line 
marking, pipework, or storage enclosures can change sight lines over time. A layout that once 
supported clear visibility may no longer do so after minor site changes. 

Fire stairs: critical paths that must remain identifiable 
Fire stairs are among the most important protected egress routes in any strata building. They 
are designed to provide a safer path away from danger, but their value depends on occupants 
finding them quickly & recognising them as the preferred route. 

In many strata buildings, fire stair doors are visually plain. Without clear signage, occupants may 
walk past them, particularly in long corridors or basement perimeters. Signage outside the stair 
entry is essential, but internal stair signage can also support continued direction, level 
identification, discharge location awareness, & final exit confirmation. 

This becomes particularly important in taller buildings where a stair may pass multiple levels 
before reaching open air. Occupants need confidence that they are moving in the correct 
direction. Confusion inside stairs can slow evacuation, create crowding, & undermine the 
function of the protected route. 

Compliance is not only about installation 
For strata managers, councils of owners, & building committees, compliance should be treated 
as an ongoing responsibility rather than a one-off installation matter. Exit signage systems can 
be affected by tenant fit-outs, repainting, cabling works, access control changes, building 
refurbishments, & neglected maintenance. 

A compliant sign that is poorly positioned, obstructed, disconnected, damaged, or no longer 
visible from the relevant approach may not support safe evacuation when needed. This is why 
routine inspections matter. In strata properties, these checks are especially important because 
common property is used by many people but not always observed closely on a daily basis. 

Good governance in fire safety Perth planning includes reviewing whether signage remains 
suitable for the current building layout, not just whether it exists. A practical inspection should 
assess: 

●​ sign visibility from approach paths 
●​ battery condition where applicable 
●​ illumination performance 
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●​ consistency along the exit route 
●​ interference from later building works 
●​ legibility in low-light conditions 
●​ route changes caused by locked doors or restricted access 

The relationship between exit signs, lighting & 
evacuation strategy 
Exit signs are part of a larger evacuation framework. In strata buildings, safe egress depends on 
signage, illumination, access control, fire compartmentation, routine testing, & building-specific 
emergency procedures working together. 

When these elements are considered separately, gaps emerge. For example, a clear exit sign 
may direct people toward a stair, but if surrounding lighting is inadequate, movement may still 
be slowed. Equally, a well-lit path may be less useful if occupants cannot identify which door 
leads to the protected escape route. 

This is why strata decision-makers should align signage reviews with broader fire safety Perth 
obligations. A building performs more reliably when exit direction, route visibility, equipment 
maintenance, & emergency planning are assessed as part of one life-safety system. 

Practical issues strata managers should watch for 
Several recurring issues affect exit signage performance in strata buildings: 

Building modifications without signage review 

Renovated foyers, partitioned storage spaces, new gates, or altered corridor layouts can 
change how occupants move through the building. Signage should be reassessed whenever 
access patterns change. 

Obstructed line of sight 

Decorative features, suspended elements, bulkheads, cabinets, or service pipework may 
partially block signs from view. 

Inconsistent signage between levels 

A route that is obvious on one floor but unclear on another can create hesitation during 
evacuation. 

 



Basement confusion 

Where basements include multiple doors, lift areas, & service zones, users may struggle to 
identify the correct egress point without strong directional continuity. 

Poor maintenance discipline 

Testing, cleaning, replacement, & record-keeping are necessary to keep the system dependable 
over time. 

A stronger standard for strata safety 
For Perth strata buildings, exit signage should not be approached as a minor electrical item or a 
simple compliance checkbox. It is part of how the building communicates under stress. In 
shared environments such as common areas, basements, car parks, & fire stairs, clear direction 
supports safer movement, reduces hesitation, & improves the usability of designated escape 
routes. 

Strata properties that review signage as part of a full life-safety strategy are better placed to 
support residents, visitors, contractors, & emergency personnel. When exit paths are clearly 
marked, visually consistent, properly illuminated, & routinely maintained, the building is better 
prepared for the moments when clarity matters most. 
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