
 

TOP BOOK PICKS FOR GRADE 3               2021 
Find all the lists here:  shorturl.at/mopLN 
FICTION    

 
The World According to 
Humphrey by Betty Birney.   
Every day brings new 
learning and experiences for 
the class pet. He comes to 
understand that “You can 
learn a lot if you stop 
spinning and start listening.” 
Series. 

 
Dragons in a Bag by Zetta 
Elliott. Jaxon discovers his 
mean grandma is really a 
witch who needs him to 
deliver the dragons safely to 
a magical world. 
Unfortunately, he breaks the 
first rule: Don’t let them out 
of the bag! Series. 

 
Saving Winslow by Sharon 
Creech. Louie finds himself 
in charge of caring for a 
fragile newborn mini donkey 
even though no one thinks 
“Winslow” will survive. Louie 
and Winslow prove to be 
stronger than anyone 
thought. 

 
Upside Down Magic by S. 
Mylnowski, L. Myracle, and E. 
Jenkins. An 8-book series by 
three amazing authors. Nory 
Horace is able to transform 
into many different animals, 
but sometimes it doesn’t go 
the way it’s supposed to go.  

 
Lost! A Dog Called Bear by 
Wendy Orr. Logan’s parents 
are getting a divorce so he is 
moving from the country to 
the city. During the move he 
loses his dog! He meets a 
person when he starts 
volunteering at the Rainbow 
Street Shelter and they 
discover they have a lot in 
common. 6-book series. 

 
Timmy Failure by Stephan 
Pastis is book 1 in the Timmy 
Failure series. Timmy starts 
his detective business with 
his polar bear partner, Total, 
determined to earn enough 
money to help his mom pay 
the bills. 
 

 
Archie Takes Flight by Wendy 
Mass is the first book in the 
Space Taxi series. In book 1 
Archie learns that his father 
drives a space taxi that 
shuttles aliens from one area 
of the universe to another.  

 
A Boy Called Bat by Elana K. 
Arnold. Meet Bat, an 
unforgettable third-grade 
boy on the autism spectrum, 
as he tries to show his mom 
that a baby skunk can be the 
perfect pet. 3-book series. 

https://sites.google.com/mccsc.net/summerreading2021/home


 
A Small Zombie Problem by 
K. C. Campbell. When August 
DuPont, eleven, leaves his 
eccentric Aunt Hydrangea's 
crumbling mansion for the 
first time ever, he meets a 
family, makes a friend, and 
attracts a zombie.  

 
A Wolf Called Wander by 
Rosanne Parry. A young wolf 
cub, separated from his pack, 
journeys 1000 miles across 
the Pacific Northwest, 
dealing with forest fires, 
hunters, highways, and 
hunger before finding a new 
home. Based on the true 
story of a wolf called OR-7. 

 
Big Foot and Little Foot by 
Ellen Potter. Hugo is a 
Sasquatch who wants to 
meet a human. Boone is a 
human who wants to meet a 
Sasquatch or any mysterious 
creature he daydreams 
about.  What will happen 
when their worlds collide? 

EllRay Jakes is Not a Chicken 
by Sally Warner.  If EllRay 
can stay out of trouble for 
one week, he gets a trip to 
Disneyland.  But does that 
mean he can’t stick up for 
himself when he’s being 
picked on? 

NONFICTION    

 
We Are Still Here! : Native 
American Truths Everyone 
Should Know written by Traci 
Sorell and illustrated by 
Frane Lessac. Everything you 
never learned in school 
about Native Americans past, 
present, and future. 

 
Amazing Animal Homes by 
Chris Packham and 
illustrated by Jason 
Cockcroft. This is a super 
collection of unusual homes 
that animals create or find in 
order to survive. You will be 
amazed. 

Earth: My First 4.54 Billion 
Years by Stacy McAnulty.  
The planet earth narrates the 
story of its life, from its 
placement in the solar 
system, to the layers within, 
to the species that call it 
home. 

 
Ick! : Delightfully Disgusting 
Animal Dinners, Dwellings, 
and Defenses by Melissa 
Stewart. This author is an 
awesome  nonfiction author 
and it’s published by National 
Geographic Kids. You know 
it’s going to be great!.  



 
Eek, You Reek! Poems about 
Animals That Stink, Stank, 
Stunk, by Jane Yolen & Heidi 
E.Y. Stemple. “Presents 
fourteen poems  about the 
smelly attributes of different 
animals.” Follett 
 

 
Let’s Investigate with Nate : 
The Solar System by Nate 
Ball and illustrated by Wes 
Hargis. This 4-book series on 
space, dinosaurs, life cycle 
and the water cycle is 
written in a great format. It’s 
a question and answer 
dialogue between Nate and 
students. Don’t miss the 
experiment and glossary at 
the back of the book! 
 

Tiny Creatures: The World of 
Microbes by Nicola Davies. 
This book helps us to 
understand the invisible 
world of the microscopic 
agents of change. 

 
Itch!: Everything You Didn't 
Want to Know About What 
Makes You Scratch by Anita 
Sanchez  Everybody gets 
itchy, and every kid will love 
this title that scratches the 
itch to know more about the 
history, anatomy, botany, 
biology behind it. 
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