September 11, 2023
Dear Councilmember Allen, Councilmember White, and Chairman Mendelson,

Thank you for holding a hearing on May 9 on the Healthy Homes and Residential Electrification
Act of 2023 (B25-0119). Nearly 100 witnesses with a broad range of backgrounds testified, and
though the witnesses shared a diverse set of perspectives on the legislation, all withesses
testified in support of the bill. Following the successful joint hearing of the Committee on
Transportation and Environment, Committee on Housing, and Committee of the Whole, we write
to ask that each committee hold a markup this autumn on the Healthy Homes Act. Swift
passage of this bill will ensure that more DC’s low- and middle-income households can enjoy
the economic, health, and climate benefits of transitioning their homes from fossil fuels to
efficient electric systems.

The fiscal year 2024 budget recently signed into law includes a small increase in the monthly
Sustainable Energy Trust Fund (SETF) surcharge on utility bills, providing an infusion of new
revenue to the underfunded SETF." The 2024 budget also amended the enumerated purposes
of the SETF to include residential electrification, meaning that at the start of the 2024 fiscal year
on October 1, 2023, funding will be available to implement the Healthy Homes Act. The Council
added funding for residential electrification to the SETF for the express purpose of funding the
Healthy Homes Act. Swift passage of this important legislation will ensure DC families are able
to benefit from the new funding as soon as possible.

The Council Office of Racial Equity (CORE) in June released its Racial Equity Impact
Assessment (REIA) on the Healthy Homes Act.?2 The REIA found that the Healthy Homes Act:

o “will likely improve economic outcomes of Black, Indigenous, and other residents of color
in the District who earn low incomes and receive electrification retrofits through the
Healthy Homes Program”;

' Committee on Transportation and Environemnt Fiscal Year 2024 Budget Report
(https://assets.nationbuilder.com/charlesallendc/pages/2674/attachments/original/1682627694/DRAFT_F
Y24_Committee_on_Transportation_and_the_Environment_budget_report FINAL.pdf)

2 Council Office of Racial Equity, Racial Equity Impact Assessment on the Healthy Homes and Residential
Electrification Act of 2023, June 7, 2023
(https://lims.dccouncil.gov/downloads/LIMS/52291/0ther/B25-0119-REIA_-_B25-0119_Healthy _Homes

Hearing.pdf?1d=163451)
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o “will likely improve employment and economic outcomes for Black, Indigenous, and other
residents of color who participate in the bill’s training initiatives”;
“will likely result in utility cost savings for participating residents”; and
“will likely improve health outcomes for Black residents, Indigenous residents, and
residents of color in the District.”

Gas appliances pose health risks from emissions of nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide,
particulate matter, and formaldehyde. The REIA found that because of these indoor air
pollutants and because Black DC residents are more likely to live in areas with high levels of air
pollution and have higher rates of chronic lung diseases like asthma and COPD, the Healthy
Homes Act will likely improve the health of Black DC residents.

CORE'’s assessment cited analysis finding that electrification retrofits would save households an
average of $1,800 a year on utility bills. The average savings of $150 a month would make a
real difference for many low- and middle-income DC families. The Healthy Homes Act requires
electrification workforce training for both workers and Equity Impact Enterprises (businesses
owned by those who have been economically disadvantaged or subject to racial discrimination).
The REIA found that because of these training requirements, the Healthy Homes Act “is
capitalizing on a key opportunity for the District to make progress toward racial equity.”

The changes to the SETF in the 2024 budget present an opportunity to begin to implement the
Healthy Homes Act soon after it becomes law. CORE’s Racial Equity Impact Assessment
demonstrates the important role of the Healthy Homes Act in advancing racial equity in the
District. We ask that the Committee on Transportation and Environment, the Committee on
Housing, and the Committee of the Whole prioritize passage of the Healthy Homes Act when
the Council returns in September.
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