
 
Item specifications are currently under construction. Additional research and standard setting 
for the ILEARN Through Year has informed updates to the performance level descriptors and 
related resources. Revisions to example items, including sample passages, will occur on a 
rolling basis. 

3.RC.11: Apply context clues (e.g., word, phrase, and sentence-level context) and text features (e.g., 
maps, illustrations, charts) to determine the meanings of unknown words. 

Reporting Category: Reading Comprehension Subdomain: Reading and Understanding Fiction, 
Reading and Understanding Informational Text & 
Media 

Assessed On: 

​Checkpoint 1 ​Checkpoint 2 ​Checkpoint 3 ​Summative 

3.RC.11 Instructional Framework 

ILEARN Stimulus and Item Difficulty Matrix ILEARN Stimulus Specifications 

Content Limits:  
●​ Include items that are:  Passage Based and Standalone
●​ Target words that are important to the text or passage. 
●​ Target vocabulary that is one or two grade levels above the testing grade, or words that have 

nuanced meanings, or words that have multiple meanings as unknown words. 
●​ Use target vocabulary that is on grade level if it is used in a context that is different from what 

a student would normally encounter. 
●​ Include fiction samples of text for Checkpoint 1 assessment items. 
●​ Include fiction and informational samples of text for Summative assessment items. 
●​ Develop answer choices that are on or below grade level for determining the meaning of all 

targeted vocabulary. 
●​ Include text features as outlined in the IDOE Text Features Guidance document. 
●​ Avoid asking students to identify a synonym or antonym in items written for this standard. 
●​ Avoid asking students to identify meanings of word affixes or roots in items written for this 

standard. 

Clarifications:  
●​ Students determine intended meanings of words, including academic/tier 2 words, 

domain-specific/tier 3 words, and words with multiple meanings, based on context. 
●​ Different types of context clues that help determine and clarify meanings of unknown words 

may include:  
○​ definitions or explanation (phrase- or sentence-level context clues) 
○​ synonyms or antonyms (word-level context clues) 
○​ restatements or examples (phrase- or sentence-level context clues) 
○​ comparing or contrasting (phrase- or sentence-level context clues) 
○​ word parts or using root words and affixes (word-level context clues) 

●​ Context clues may appear within the same sentence or other parts of the text. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_iTTKLP8EPOy1NiMwcgZ9A6ojPRkbej3/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RNgCTajEM0i-oeWXE2a4pgZhK2AoQ-dzVk01PD6OhZA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oW4UTENeGiOasbp10ANJvy3RImKu3GfiufdcTHbwAfU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z9XfHNukGiZ2Yw9a_-YCZ2BHQ6k0dzb1BGB6hfWEra0/edit?usp=sharing
https://inlearninglab.com/resources/text-features-guidance-document


 

●​ Students may cite specific textual evidence to support their reasoning for determining the 
meaning of an unknown word. 

Items Tagged as Reading Comprehension Items for Text-to-Speech: Yes 

Expected Academic Vocabulary: context clues, text features, map, illustration, image, photograph, 
chart, phrase 

Sample Passages for Example Items 

Literary: Coming Soon! 
 
Informational: Coming Soon! 

Proficiency Level Descriptors and Example Items 

Below Proficiency:  
●​ Identify the meanings of familiar or Tier 1 words presented in context. 
●​ Apply obvious context clues or text features to identify the meanings of words.  

The items below require students to identify the meanings of familiar or Tier 1 words presented in 
context. 
 
Stimulus Considerations: Hyper-Local/Immediate: Necessary information is contained within the 
item, or students are directed to a specific location in the stimulus where the information is explicitly 
stated. Context clues are found within a single sentence or they may be adjacent, requiring minimal 
discernment. Little to no synthesis is required; there is no need to reference information throughout 
the broader passage. 
 
Key and Distractor Analysis: Direct Match. Answer options use familiar language that either mirrors 
the text or paraphrases explicit ideas, events, or actions from the text. Distractors are easily 
eliminated. 

Read the sentence and answer the question. 
 
“Unlike her grumpy brother, Mia was cheerful and full of smiles.” (paragraph 4) 
 
What does the phrase “full of smiles” tell the reader about the meaning of the word grumpy? 
 
[Multiple Choice] 

Which word from paragraph 2 is a clue to the meaning of the word ________? 
 
[Multiple Choice] 

The items below require students to apply obvious context clues or text features to identify the 
meanings of words. 
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Stimulus Considerations: Hyper-Local/Immediate: Necessary information is contained within the 
item, or students are directed to a specific location in the stimulus where the information is explicitly 
stated. Context clues are found within a single sentence or they may be adjacent, requiring minimal 
discernment. Little to no synthesis is required; there is no need to reference information throughout 
the broader passage. 
 
Key and Distractor Analysis: Direct Match. Items may have one or two parts. Answer options use 
familiar language that either mirrors the text or paraphrases explicit ideas, events, or actions from the 
text. Distractors are easily eliminated. 

Read the sentence and answer the question. 
 
The horses went to the stable to be fed. 
 
Based on the illustration found in the passage, what does stable mean? 
 

A.​ barn 
B.​ playground 
C.​ trashcan 
D.​ garden  

 
[Multiple Choice] 

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B. 
 
Part A 
Read the sentences and answer the question. 
 
“Noah’s remote control car picked up speed. ‘Wow!’ said Cameron, as the car zoomed down the 
driveway and into the street.” (paragraph 2) 
 
What is the meaning of the word zoomed as it is used in the sentences? 
 

A.​ moved down 
B.​ moved often 
C.​ moved quickly 
D.​ moved quietly 

 
[Multiple Choice] 
 
Part B 
Which word from the sentences is a clue to the meaning of the word zoomed? 
 

A.​ car 
B.​ speed 
C.​ down 
D.​ street 
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[Multiple Choice] 

Approaching Proficiency: Apply discernible context clues or text features to determine the 
meanings of Tier 2 words. 

Stimulus Considerations: Local/Proximal. Items target a limited, specific section of text or they may 
target the entire text at a surface/obvious level. Context clues are adjacent and although meaning is 
not explicitly addressed, a clear and logical connection is evident. Minimal synthesis may be required. 
 
Key and Distractor Analysis: Logical. Items may have one or two parts. Answer options may be 
reasoned, paraphrased, or quoted statements that use familiar language. Key requires connecting 
clear ideas. Distractors are plausible, relying on ideas that can be eliminated with basic logic or a 
cursory understanding of the text. 

Read the sentence and answer the question. 
 
“Leo sat by the window and frowned. Rain ruined his outdoor birthday party, his cake dropped on the 
floor, and he scraped his knee. It was a completely miserable afternoon.” (paragraph 4) 
 
What does the word miserable mean as it is used in the passage? 
 

A.​ full of energy and fun 
B.​ quick and painful 
C.​ unhappy or unpleasant 
D.​ quiet and peaceful 

 
[Multiple Choice] 

Read the sentence and look at the map. 
 
The puppy was found playing near the tree that neighbors the swing. 

 
Based on the map, what is the most likely meaning of the word neighbors as it is used in the 
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sentence? 
 

A.​ east of the swing 
B.​ above the swing 
C.​ south of the swing 
D.​ below the swing 

 
[Multiple Choice] 

At Proficiency: Apply discernible context clues and/or text features to determine the meanings of 
unknown or Tier 3 words. 

Stimulus Considerations: Sectional/Paragraph-Level. Essential information needed to demonstrate 
comprehension requires greater discernment with navigation of multiple paragraphs or an entire text. 
The answer to the question is not explicitly stated in the text, so some interpretation is required that 
involves making reasoned connections. Context clues may be spread throughout the text. 
 
Key and Distractor Analysis: Inferential. Items may have one or two parts. Answer options may be 
reasoned and/or quoted statements. In one-part items, students have to cognitively identify the 
answer to the question about the text in order to interpret supporting details. The key requires making 
a reasoned connection, as distractors present more relevant ideas that require comprehension and/or 
interpretation to eliminate. 

What does the word habitat mean as it is used in the passage? 
 

A.​ a type of food an animal likes to eat 
B.​ the natural place where an animal lives 
C.​ a trick that an animal learns from its parents 
D.​ the temperature of the weather outside 

 
[Multiple Choice] 

Based on the diagram of the boat in the text, what is the meaning of the word hull? 
 

A.​ the cloth that catches the wind to move the boat 
B.​ the person who steers the boat on the lake 
C.​ the main body or bottom shell of a boat 
D.​ the anchor used to stop the boat from moving 

 
[Multiple Choice] 

Above Proficiency: Apply subtle context clues and/or complex text features to evaluate the 
meanings of unknown or Tier 3 words. 

Stimulus Considerations: Global/Broad. Essential information needed to demonstrate 
comprehension includes more complex, integrated ideas or literary elements. Context clues require 
the synthesis of ideas or events found throughout the passage.  
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Key and Distractor Analysis: Analytical. Items may have one or two parts. Answer options include 
reasoned statements. Key requires analysis of author technique or complex ideas. Distractors have 
subtle distinctions and require a high level of comprehension and evaluation to eliminate. 

This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B. 
 
Part A 
What is the meaning of the word ______ as it is used in the passage? 
 
[Multiple Choice] 
 
Part B 
Choose the sentence that best helps readers understand the meaning in Part A. 
 
[Hot Text Selectable] 

Based on the text and the maps used in the passage, what does the word industrial mean? 
 

A.​ a time when most families lived in small, wooden farmhouses 
B.​ having to do with factories, machinery, and built-up towns 
C.​ having to do with wild forest lands that have no people 
D.​ a time when people only traveled by walking or using horses 

 
[Multiple Choice] 
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