The International Governance of Bioweapons

The governance of bioweapons and synthetic biology spans concerns relating to international security;
interstate conflict; chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear (CBRN) weapons; public and
environmental health; lab biosafety; and responsible life sciences research. Therefore, a large number of
institutions theoretically have mandates to concern themselves with aspects relating to preventing the misuse
of synthetic biology, ranging from disease surveillance to prosecuting terrorists. However, there are almost
no institutions that concern themselves with preventing the proliferation of bioweapons as a primary

mandate.

Therefore, I list organisations that set policy, establish guidelines, or convene states to homogenise domestic
policy related to bioweapons. This means I ignore organisations that focus strictly the prosecution of
bioterrorists such as INTERPOL; organisations that largely promote scientific engagement and cooperation
such as the International Science & Technology Center (ISTC); organisations that do not address risks
related to misuse, such as the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety which primarily addresses risks to
biodiversity; and organisations focused on public health countermeasures in general, such as the Coalition

for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI).

I exclude regional institutions such as the European Union (EU) and industry consortia such as the
International Gene Synthesis Consortium. I do separately consider industry actors for my data collection.
However, for regional and industry actors, there is a dearth of independent policy, guidelines, and standards,
such that I also deprioritise these for scope reasons. For example, much of the EU’s bioweapons policy

focuses on supporting the implementation of the Biological Weapons Convention for EU member states.
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