
 
 

2026 SUMMER ACADEMICS 
 

Dear Families, 
 
Reading, writing, and practicing mathematics over the summer really do make a difference! 
For decades, schools have tried different methods to combat the dreaded “summer slide” negatively 
impacting overall student achievement. Many students and families regard the summer break as a break 
from school and other “requirements.” However, research shows that kids who never crack a book during 
their summer break fall behind, while students who do maintain or increase their academic skills.  As 
parents, we have the opportunity to teach and model to our children that learning is not just for school or a 
grade, but for life. Learning, reading, and stretching one’s mind is a personal habit that will reap great 
rewards. Find ways to bring balance to your summer while maintaining skills learned throughout the school 
year.  
 
As parents, we strive to do our best for our children. Aspen Academy requires our parents to attend a Love 
and Logic Parenting course. If you have not yet done so in the past two years, please register for one of the 
series of Mindful Parenting with Barry Ebert. In addition, we highly encourage the following summer parent 
reading. 
 
Middle School- 13 Conversations Every Parent Should Have With their Teen: Samantha Gange 
 
Lower School- The Gift of Failure: Jessica Lahey  
 
 
​
On the following pages, locate the grade level your child is entering for the 2026-2027 school year and 
complete the suggested activities listed throughout the summer.  Be sure to sharpen the saw, but keep 
those hard-earned academic skills fresh!  
 
Kindly, 
 
Kelly Thatcher, Director of Lower School 
Jennifer Gravlee, Director of Middle School 
**This list contains affiliate links. If you click to purchase, Aspen Academy may receive a small commission at no extra cost to you.* 

Kindergarten  
 

Reading 
●​ The child and parent should read for 15 minutes/day to and with your child.  
●​ Kindergarten students should read at least five books per week. 
●​ Practice identifying letter names, such as upper and lowercase letters. 
●​ Play rhyming games with your child.  
●​ Clap syllables in words. For example: ap-ple (2 syllables) 
●​ Play sound and word games. Such as “Say ball without the /b/ sound, /all/.. Or say Win but with the /t/ 

sound at the beginning = tin. 

https://a.co/d/03EMSdCe
https://a.co/d/07xpK1S9


●​ Point out environmental print: labels on food, signs while driving, etc.  

Writing 
●​ Pre-Writing Fine Motor Development: working/playing with clay, Legos, puzzles, painting, and coloring, 

pouring or mixing things, cutting paper, authentic experiences, sorting, setting the table, lacing and 
tying shoes, and dressing. 

●​ Help your child identify upper and lowercase letters. 
●​ Encourage them to practice writing their name with Title Case format (ex. Elizabeth). 
●​ Monitor your child’s pencil grip and correct it if necessary. (a 2 finger pincer grip on the pencil, and the 

third finger is used to rest the pencil on.) 
●​ Draw pictures. Doodle! 
●​ Practice coloring in a coloring book. 
●​ Keep a journal of things you do during the summer and write/draw about your adventures.  

o​ Kinder: Bring to school the first week to share with your teacher!  

Mathematics 
●​ Encourage proper pencil grip and use top-to-bottom form when writing numbers. 
●​ Play games with dice and cards to work on subitizing (recognizing quantity without counting) 
●​ Check out Tangmath.com  
●​ Daily counting, sorting, grouping, patterning, number and time awareness, ordinal numbers, and even 

some simple computation, i.e., counting the silverware in the drawer, noticing numbers everywhere. 
●​ Encourage critical thinking: ask foundational questions such as: how many more…; how many would 

we have if we have ___ less? 
●​ Count numbers forward and back (starting at a random number for K) 
●​ Have children identify numbers in isolation, not just memorize them in order. 

LiFE 
Suggested Leadership Book titles: 
●​ The Dot, Jabari Jumps, The Most Magnificent Thing, The Rabbit Listened, Interrupting Chicken 
●​ Encourage your child to take responsibility for their own belongings- taking care of toys, carrying their 

own items, etc. This will prepare them for taking charge of their book bags, jackets, water bottles, etc. 
at school each day. 

●​ Encourage your child to use problem-solving strategies rather than immediately rescuing with a 
solution. 

●​ Encourage choice-making within limits! (Love and Logic)  
●​ Establish continuity and routine in your child’s daily life. 
●​ Play games together: practice taking turns, practice winning and losing.  
●​ Begin/continue the “Love and Logic” language at home. 

Keyboarding Practice (K–4)​
 Students in grades K–4 can continue building their typing skills using Keyboarding Without Tears, available 
through their Clever accounts. This engaging and age-appropriate program helps lay the foundation for 
proficient keyboarding in a fun, developmentally appropriate way. 

 
 

GRADE 1 
 iReady will be restricted beginning July 30, 2026  due to the annual system roll-over. New students will 

not have access to digital systems and programs until the start of the school year.  
 
 

Reading 
●​ Continue work on your iReady MyPath for Reading, two lessons per week is suggested. You have 

access through your Clever account. 
●​ Read with your child or have your child read to you 15 minutes/day. 
●​ Practice reading and writing Red Words. Click here for the lists of K-2 Red Words, as well as other 

reading practice ideas! 

https://www.amazon.com/Parenting-Love-Logic-Teaching-Responsibility/dp/1631469061?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=92049c801290f48e288c97ea789905da&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Parenting-Love-Logic-Teaching-Responsibility/dp/1631469061?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=92049c801290f48e288c97ea789905da&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cSfFjm44h2JoVv1X4q8meCrV9CpIubmqN_1kR1InQ1w/edit?usp=sharing


Writing 
●​ Purchase/recycle a journal for your child. 
●​ 1 Writing Journal entry/week – these could include fun summer activities they have had as well as 

something about a book they read that week.  The entries can include a picture and 1-2 complete 
sentences. Use your best handwriting. 

●​ Bring the journal to your child’s first day of school. 

Mathematics 
●​ Continue work on your iReady MyPath for Math, two lessons per week is suggested. You have access 

through your Clever account. 
●​ Daily practice of reading and writing numbers 1 – 120 
●​ Verbally compare numbers from 0-120 (i.e. 12 is how many more than what #?)  
●​ Create number patterns counting in different ways (i.e. count by 3s but start on 2 so it would look like 

this 2, 5, 8, 11, 14….count by 5s but start on 3 so it would look like this 3, 8, 13, 18...)   
●​ Complete puzzles to develop visual-spatial awareness 
●​ Keep practicing addition and subtraction math facts to 20 with speed and accuracy (you can always 

pull out dice or playing cards to practice math facts) 

LiFE 
Suggested titles of leadership books that you and your child can read this summer. 
●​ One by Kathryn Otoshi 
●​ It’s Okay to Make Mistakes by Todd Parr 
●​ Stand Tall Molly Lou Melon by Patty Lovell 
●​ Strictly No Elephants by Lisa Mantchev 
●​ Same But Different by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw  
●​ Encourage independence! 

o​ Routines 
o​ Checklists 
o​ Chores/Responsibilities 
o​ Packing 

●​ Play games! 
o​ Practice winning and losing 

●​ Tie shoes, zip coats, practice with lunch containers 

 

Keyboarding Practice (K–4)​
 Students in grades K–4 can continue building their typing skills using Keyboarding Without Tears, available 
through their Clever accounts. This engaging and age-appropriate program helps lay the foundation for 
proficient keyboarding in a fun, developmentally appropriate way. 

 

GRADE 2 

 iReady will be restricted beginning July 30, 2026 due to the annual system roll-over. New students will 
not have access to digital systems and programs until the start of the school year.  

 
 

Reading 
●​ Continue work on your iReady MyPath for Reading, 35 minutes per week is suggested. You have access 

through your Clever account.  
●​ Read 20 minutes/day with a “Just Right” and “Challenging” level book 

o​ How To Pick a “Just Right” Book 
●​ Looking for reading recommendations?  Check out these! 
●​ Read 1 non-fiction book about our upcoming science topics for the year:  Plants & Insects, Pebbles, 

Sand, and Silt, and/or Solids, Liquids, Gases 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0988RCV5Q?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=0c6b914360738c6b3534c8f7d1c6c199&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/One-Kathryn-Otoshi/dp/0972394648?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=574e60d86f635ee0aa950b6f25977c1c&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Okay-Make-Mistakes-Todd-Parr/dp/0316230537/ref=asc_df_0316230537?tag=bingshoppinga-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=80470559181307&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=&hvtargid=pla-4584070138172702&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Stand-Tall-Molly-Lou-Melon/dp/0399234160?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=290c552883f3cc0f1312d11f7a73ee3a&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Strictly-No-Elephants-Lisa-Mantchev/dp/1481416472?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=dfb36d32898714567408b984881e8c18&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Same-But-Different-Jenny-Kostecki-Shaw/dp/1250820308?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=011fc24cc68fbea33b3eee13de5484a7&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10HaLSboYG-iJOEBElYON6Xx3ZDafVEQSV1tZyfT0MSQ/edit#slide=id.g9451df2cdb_0_3
https://clubs.scholastic.com/2nd-grade-2/


Writing 
●​ Send a postcard to a family member or friend telling about your summer adventures.   
●​ Complete 1 book review about your favorite fiction book, including a summary of the book and why 

you would recommend the book to others.  Bring the book review to your child’s first day of school. 
●​ Practice reading and writing Red Words consistently with accuracy. 

Mathematics 
 

●​ Your child will be most successful in 2nd grade if they come in with these skills 
●​ Highly Recommended: that your child completes this  or this workbook throughout the summer (not 

just one sitting)  
●​ For more math fun work on some math puzzles/brain games in books like  

Logic Puzzles for Gritty  Kids  
Totally Awesome Puzzles.  
Logic Puzzles for Clever Kids 

LiFE 
Recommended Life Skills 

●​ Students should be able to independently tie their own shoes, and zip their own coat. 
●​ Students should be able to read and write their first and last name. 
●​ Summer is a great time to play board games with kiddos to practice taking turns and winning and 

losing. 
●​ It is a great time to practice reading an analog clock. 
●​ This is a perfect time for students to practice leadership through having a designated job/chore at 

home that they can be proud of. 
Suggested titles of leadership books that you and your child can read this summer. 
●​ The Little Brute Family 
●​ Horton Hatches the Egg by Dr. Seuss 
●​ The Boy Who Grew Flowers 
●​ The Three Questions 
●​ The Kindness Project Workbook 

 

Keyboarding Practice (K–4)​
 Students in grades K–4 can continue building their typing skills using Keyboarding Without Tears, available 
through their Clever accounts. This engaging and age-appropriate program helps lay the foundation for 
proficient keyboarding in a fun, developmentally appropriate way. 

                                                                                          

       GRADE 3 

 iReady will be restricted beginning July 30, 2026  due to the annual system roll-over. New students will 
not have access to digital systems and programs until the start of the school year.  

 
 

Reading 
●​ Continue work on your iReady MyPath for Reading, two lessons per week is suggested. You have 

access through your Clever account.  iReady will be restricted beginning July 30, 2026 due to the 
annual system roll-over. 

●​ Students should choose at least 1 activity page to complete from this Google Slides activity pack. Click 
the link to open the document, then make a copy and title it with your child’s first and last name. They 
need to choose at least 1 activity page to complete, but could certainly complete more than one! You 
can print out the page that your student wants to work on! 

https://ctsprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Red-word-list.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CkHceWmC5ctOF3pRL2rEBwCPH8phBDm3sWcag3mSxpE/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M7fxhiNaVaLg44FYBAGT3hwOus_TKIvz/view?usp=share_link
https://www.amazon.com/School-Zone-Workbook-Identifying-Counting/dp/0887431372?ref_=ast_sto_dp
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1735770833/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?psc=1&pd_rd_i=1735770833&pd_rd_w=13juJ&content-id=amzn1.sym.f734d1a2-0bf9-4a26-ad34-2e1b969a5a75&pf_rd_p=f734d1a2-0bf9-4a26-ad34-2e1b969a5a75&pf_rd_r=3BH2M71BKQEDGFMPPS8B&pd_rd_wg=3UQpH&pd_rd_r=23078ef8-28a4-4245-be6a-71f7a98016c8&s=books&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWw
https://www.amazon.com/Totally-Awesome-Puzzles-Amazing-Activities/dp/1680524143?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=bd7283c5b084a5be0ba0e61dbbe3eeb2&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Logic-Puzzles-Clever-Kids-brain/dp/1646110137/ref=sr_1_1?crid=TYC79MFUDI7Q&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.XTta9Utb1n_sEc9458E_cnkyK0N9KA8A5TBRGBw6DdDm6rRhM0BY-UmUmYrUL6fCqy53znwKXAqdh-6tkATj36Ko31vCmg5CuFD96sHUb5dib21oq4r6BNE1RcSOIGEl7zEWXkqgSO5vjaqaKspQGjlJVH311VQoAbcC6FxKQdIXkx1DSHf2YzdmJVpwpttD-pqaIaBHHgAyQE_nOPpDioUzLt6wNAhNOOSzzBILY3Q.bCCuFsFv_1aodlVO_qoRZvXMFZC3q4u_Lw_NDASUKB4&dib_tag=se&keywords=logic+puzzles+for+clever+kids&qid=1715142289&sprefix=logic+puzzles+for+clever+kid%2Caps%2C160&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Brute-Family-My-Readers/dp/0312621388?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=904f7f412fc179ab8ed552d2693138af&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Horton-Hatches-Egg-Dr-Seuss/dp/039480077X?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=42030650d5b8dbd01b35a1183b77602e&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Who-Grew-Flowers-PB/dp/1846867495?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=47624471935afa689eb34701c802ab1f&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Three-Questions-Based-story-Tolstoy/dp/0439199964?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=06d6e697320d19fbdb8071a887b80695&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Kindness-Project-Challenge-Workbook-Encourage/dp/1983688606?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=b6d40fd101a4f9b3e3287c60ccd75413&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qnY0Sh0DbXpuYkb1yXmnnVVD74KJR3zzoWNOF3QhcMQ/edit?usp=sharing


●​ Here is an additional Book List with titles suggested by third graders from past years! 
●​ Students may sign up for an Epic! Books account. This is not required, but the iPad app has lots of 

fiction and nonfiction titles for elementary-aged readers. 

Writing 
●​ Keep a weekly journal (repurposed or purchased). Each week, write at least 5 sentences about what 

you’ve been doing, how you’ve been feeling, or really anything you want to write about!  
●​ At some point during the summer, please write a letter to your Third Grade teachers.  Tell them about 

the fun things you are doing and what you are looking forward to in third grade! Include a photograph 
or draw a picture of something you wrote about in your letter! I will be hanging the letters on our 
bulletin board the first week of school. 

●​ Send your letter to: 
Olivia Pederson 
5859 S University Blvd 
Greenwood Village, CO 80121 

 

Mathematics 
●​ Continue work on your iReady MyPath for Math, two lessons per week is suggested. You have access 

through your Clever account. 
●​ Multiplication and division fact fluency is an important part of 3rd grade. Students entering 3rd grade 

should be fluent with their 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s multiplication facts.  Please make sure your students is 
practicing them over the summer and can recall these facts in a “snap” 

●​ Being confident with adding and subtracting numbers within 1000 involving regrouping. 
●​ Math fact apps that have been helpful for students are: 

-​ Squeebles Division 2 
-​ Squeebles Times Tables 
-​ Squeebles Flip 
-​ Squeebles Math Bingo 

(These all come in the 3rd Grade Squeebles Pack that includes other skills.) 

LiFE 
●​ Suggested titles of leadership books that you and your child can read this summer. 
●​ -A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams 
●​ -Chicken Sunday by Patricia Polacco  
●​ -The Tortoise and the Hare by Jerry Pinkney 
●​ - Stand Tall Molly Lou Melon by Patty Lovell 
●​ -A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon  

Keyboarding Practice (K–4) 

 Students in grades K–4 can continue building their typing skills using Keyboarding Without Tears, available 
through their Clever accounts. This engaging and age-appropriate program helps lay the foundation for 
proficient keyboarding in a fun, developmentally appropriate way. 

 
GRADE 4 

 iReady will be restricted beginning July 30, 2026 due to the annual system roll-over. New students will 
not have access to digital systems and programs until the start of the school year.  

 

Reading 
●​ Continue work on your iReady MyPath for Reading, two lessons per week is suggested. You have 

access through your Clever account.  iReady will be restricted beginning July 30, 2026 due to the 
annual system roll-over. 

●​ Select and read one of the novels from the book selections list. 
●​ Write a 1 paragraph summary (not a retell), that includes the setting, characters, problem, solution, 

theme etc., for the novel. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQzizptKe5n1CbIeP8yvtQNRUVn4Oh7fsUXJAm6s1QQtDM7NOMnXChwWhvha4uJwfLEVHIWKW0ePF05/pub
https://www.getepic.com/sign-in
https://www.amazon.com/Marble-Composition-Notebook-Creative-Exercise/dp/B09CKBD47M?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=20287b9d121d3702c16d3de5d7050cc0&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Chair-Mother-Anniversary-Reading-Rainbow/dp/0688040748?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=28c5830b1cc1ed2c172bb71e21172f26&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Chicken-Sunday-Patricia-Polacco/dp/0698116151?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=009f826f8c77894983b64b34caa8769e&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Tortoise-Hare-Jerry-Pinkney/dp/0316183563?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=37a1a656d32bc8afeec385128ae84709&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Stand-Tall-Molly-Lou-Melon/dp/0399234160?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=290c552883f3cc0f1312d11f7a73ee3a&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Bad-Case-Stripes-Scholastic-Bookshelf/dp/0439598389?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=4c04605b7f8f3ae81af6286a0fec95a3&camp=1789&creative=9325


●​ The Year of the Dog by Grace Lin 
●​ Riding Freedom by Pam Munoz Ryan 
●​ The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick 
●​ Tales of a 4th Grade Nothing by Judy Blume 
●​ The Last Last Day of  Summer by Lamar Giles 
●​ The Lemonade War by Jacqueline Davies (series) 
●​ Bud not Buddy  by Christopher Paul Curtis 

Writing 
At some point during the summer please write your 4th grade Language Arts teacher a letter.  Tell her 
about the fun things you are doing and what you are looking forward to next year at school.  Include a 
photograph of you doing something fun or draw a picture that shows you doing something you enjoy. 
Send your letter or bring this with you on your first day of school! 
 
Send your letter to:  
Lauren Tracey 
5859 S. University Blvd 
Greenwood Village, CO 80121 

Mathematics 
●​ I highly recommend your student complete this workbook over the summer. They can turn it in to me 

on the first day back 
●​ Continue work on your iReady MyPath for Math, two lessons per week is suggested. You have access 

through your Clever account. 
●​ Math fact fluency is essential. 
●​ Students entering 4th grade will be most successful if they have a fast recall of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and division facts. numbers 1-12.  The use of a highly-rated app or flashcards is helpful.  

LiFE 
●​ Summer Kindness Challenge & Reflection 

 

Keyboarding Practice (K–4)​
 Students in grades K–4 can continue building their typing skills using Keyboarding Without Tears, available 
through their Clever accounts. This engaging and age-appropriate program helps lay the foundation for 
proficient keyboarding in a fun, developmentally appropriate way. 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Year-Dog-Pacy-Lin-Novel/dp/031606002X?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=1e510b583cfc5e43c7127ca42a9d8c3e&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Riding-Freedom-Pam-Munoz-Ryan/dp/0439087961?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=e480a914b63fe1d43c0207ebd19dd11c&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Invention-Hugo-Cabret-Brian-Selznick/dp/0439813786?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=d625eeaeb7a3895e170608888265782d&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Tales-Fourth-Grade-Nothing-Blume/dp/0142408816?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=270af2a77be7882641983ff089258fd5&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Last-Day-Summer-Legendary-Alston-Adventure/dp/0358244412?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=108ed26b9278b05b56ac6da058879976&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Lemonade-War/dp/0547237650?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=024670c0e1ab27ed4c11453c1e30c314&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Bud-Buddy-Christopher-Paul-Curtis/dp/0440413281?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2292c8527d37595a976ca35eb59373b3&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0887431399/ref=mes-dp?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=kz6J7&content-id=amzn1.sym.f07a690d-92a4-4e0b-9c03-a2afec113701&pf_rd_p=f07a690d-92a4-4e0b-9c03-a2afec113701&pf_rd_r=8WPZX3DDKY2XW0W1TRRZ&pd_rd_wg=ODI6D&pd_rd_r=4a6d9662-8589-443e-a6ed-d4751edc83f1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gQK36x1RCJmm8dm1bciJiR29m2wIspU4/view?usp=sharing


SUGGESTED WORK FOR Grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 
 iReady will be restricted beginning July 30, 2026 due to the annual system roll-over. New students will 

not have access to digital systems and programs until the start of the school year.  
 
 

 
Grade 
Level 

Reading/Writing Reading Response 

5 
 
 
 

Select one novel from the 
5th-grade book selection 
list below and follow the 
instructions in the 
Reading Response 
section.  
 
Complete 2 lessons per 
week on your iReady 
Reading MyPath for 8 
weeks (for a total of 16 
lessons).  iReady will be 
restricted beginning July 
30, 2026 due to the 
annual system roll-over. 
 
 

Write a one-paragraph summary of the story.  In your summary, 
include the setting of the story, the main characters, and the plot of 
the story--which includes the major conflict and the resolution. Your 
one-paragraph summary should be typed, and use Arial or Times  
12pt font. 
 
Create a visual to represent your summary. It can be in any form you 
wish: a painting, online art using Canva or another program, a 
drawing, a collage, etc. Please email an image of your work to Mrs. 
Stephens or bring in the actual piece for the first day of school.  
 
 

6 
 
 

Read one book of your 
choice from the list 
below.  Questions? 
Contact  
 
Complete 2 lessons per 
week on your iReady 
Reading MyPath for 8 
weeks (for a total of 16 
lessons).  iReady will be 
restricted beginning July 
30, 2025 due to the 
annual system roll-over. 
 
 
 

Complete the following assignment for one book from the summer 
reading list:. The summary should include a two-paragraph summary 
that is typed, double-spaced, in Arial and 12-point font.  Include 
setting, characters, and plot. 

●​ Create a visual aid that is representative of your summary.. 
Below is a list of possible ideas, but feel free to come up with 
your own creative representation of what you read. 

●​ Draw a picture of an important aspect/character/scene from 
your book 

●​ Create a scrapbook of what one of your characters would 
have made based on all that you know about him or her 

●​ Create a playlist of music that fits with your book. Divide the 
book up into main segments,  then choose a piece of music 
that you think captures the feel or tone of each section.  

7 
 
 

Select one novel and one 
non-fiction book from the 
list below and follow the 
instructions on response 
work. 
 
Complete 2 lessons per 
week on your iReady 
Reading MyPath for 8 
weeks (for a total of 16 
lessons). iReady will be 
restricted beginning July 

Write a two-page, double-spaced, Times New Roman, 12pt font 
critique of the novel you chose from our summer reading list. Within 
this paper, please include the following:  

●​ Paragraph #1: A brief summary of the book. 
●​ Paragraph #2: Your reaction to the book (What did you like? 

Why? What didn't you like? Why?)  
●​ Paragraph #3: Who would you recommend this book to and 

why? 
●​ Paragraph #4:  Select a passage from the story that stood out 

to you and comment on your connection to it (Why did you 
choose that passage? What are your feelings on what the 
character(s) are doing during this moment? Please quote the 
passage and be sure it is single-spaced within the essay if it is 
longer than 4 lines)  



30, 2025 due to the 
annual system roll-over. 
 
 
 
 
 

●​ Paragraph #5: Conclusion to wrap up your ideas  
 
**Please note you only need to write one paper on the novel you 
select. You do NOT need to write a paper on the non-fiction book you 
select to read.  
 
**Your summer work is the minimum amount you should complete 
for the school year.  Feel free to read as much as possible! 
  

8 
 
 
 

Read at least two books. 
 
 
 
 
Questions? Contact Mrs. 
Dahlman 
(sadie.dahlman@aspena
cademy.org) 
 

You have three different assignments due for communications and 
literacy.  

1.​ Read one of two novels listed below. 
a.​ Read EITHER… 

■​ The Berlin Boxing Club by Robert Sharenow 
OR 

■​ Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys  
 

 
2.​ Read one independent novel of your choice that has a 

television or movie adaptation.  
a.​ Read the novel. 
b.​ Watch the TV show or film. 
c.​ Be ready to compare the two upon your return to 

school!  
 

3.​ Spend 40 minutes/week on your IReady My Path.  
a.​ If you have tested out of IReady, you may replace this 

practice time with additional independent reading. 
b.​ If you ended the year below-grade level, please 

increase your weekly minutes to 60 minutes per week 
split into three 20 minute segments.  iReady will be 
restricted beginning July 30, 2026 due to the annual 
system roll-over. 
 

 
Be prepared to walk in on day one of class having read and 
understood the books you chose to read.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sadie.dahlman@aspenacademy.org
mailto:sadie.dahlman@aspenacademy.org
https://www.amazon.com/Berlin-Boxing-Club-Robert-Sharenow/dp/006157970X
https://www.amazon.com/Between-Shades-Gray-Ruta-Sepetys/dp/014242059X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.tQe1WAzsJJvWODswv_Nzfnj22rAyRJUxLGC2fsbBsk5hj7Fo4eNhsqlFsRoS-WjmdBdMrnANEpxQXspYau0byoe_eMgJbhSbBQpyPs29ZmdOHFHQ_kPTdn4tFgSNtBMn0VjOh3yu33ysnCXA-4lqumfdQBc0peGG4ksF7sf2Mi_i081LhDMGDOXpM0cJxFbnyMHAI7at_eTYk4_FAjH4FWMEPYuyYLFdJXaplupKQLk.8FW6TLFfIOh6jolw8YNgYw88pFC9Bn5YfVoWym28Yd0&qid=1715187793&sr=1-1


Grade 
Level 

Math Assignment 

5 
 
 

Practice addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts through 12 to mastery. You may 
use an app, flashcards, or listen to songs on youtube, xtramath.org, or any method you choose. 
Review 4th Grade Math Review -- $19.  
 Continue to work on iready. Goal: 2 lessons per week.  

-​ Skip any problems about mean, median, mode.  

6 
 
 

6th Grade Math Skills (Pick one): 
●​ 5th Grade Math Review Workbook - LINK HERE 
●​ I-ready Learning Path - 2 lessons per week 

 
Students on the Pre-Algebra math path will need to complete an online course via Zearn. 
More will be communicated to these families when placements are finalized. 
 
Optional Additional Resources:  You may use i-Ready, IXL, Khan Academy, an app, flashcards, 
workbooks, or other choice of methods.  

7 
 
 

Continue math skills practice associated with the class you are enrolled in, Pre-Algebra or 
Algebra 1. 
 
Pre-Algebra (Pick one): 

●​ 6th Grade Review Workbook - LINK HERE 
●​ I-ready Learning Path - 2 lessons per week 

iReady will be restricted beginning July 30, 2026 due to the annual system roll-over 
 
Algebra 1: 

●​ Students on the Algebra 1 path will be required to complete an online course via Zearn. 
More will be communicated to the families when placements are finalized.  

●​ Optional 
○​ Pre-Algebra Review Workbook - LINK HERE 
○​ I-ready Learning Path - 2 lessons per week 
○​ iReady will be restricted beginning July 30, 2026 due to the annual system 

roll-over 
 

Optional Additional Resources:  You may use IXL, Khan Academy, Delta Math, an app, 
flashcards, workbooks, or other choice of methods.  

8 Continue math skills practice associated with the class you will enter next year, Algebra 1 or 
Geometry. 
 
Algebra 1 (Pick one): 

●​ Pre-Algebra Review Workbook - LINK HERE 
●​ I-ready Learning Path - 2 lessons per week   

iReady will be restricted beginning July 30, 2026 due to the annual system roll-over 
 
 
Geometry (Pick one): 

●​ Algebra Review Workbook - LINK HERE 
●​ I-ready Learning Path - 2 lessons per week 

iReady will be restricted beginning July 30, 2026 due to the annual system roll-over 
 

 
Optional Additional Resources:  You may use IXL, Khan Academy, Delta Math, an app, 
flashcards, workbooks, or other choice of methods.  

 
 

 

https://www.summerskills.com/product/summer-math-skills-sharpener-4th-grade/
https://www.summerskills.com/product/summer-math-skills-sharpener-5th-grade/
https://www.summerskills.com/product/summer-math-skills-sharpener-6th-grade/
https://www.summerskills.com/product/summer-math-skills-sharpener-pre-algebra/
https://www.summerskills.com/product/summer-math-skills-sharpener-pre-algebra/
https://www.summerskills.com/product/summer-math-skills-sharpener-algebra-1/


Optional/Additional 
 

 Keyboarding  

Grades 
5-8 

Keyboarding Practice (5–8)​
 Students in  grades 5–8 have access to Typing Agent via their Clever accounts. This program 
supports students in strengthening their speed and accuracy in keyboarding—an essential 
academic and life skill. 

 
 

Grade 
Level 

Leadership 

5 
 
 

Students: 
-​ Participate in at least one “Act of Kindness.” Complete the following document related 

to your Act of Kindness. Be prepared to share this document with your new homeroom! 

-​ Complete the Weekly Chore Chart & Responsibility Reflection. Choose at least one 
recurring household responsibility, complete it consistently throughout the summer, 
and track your progress each week. Be prepared to submit your completed chart and 
reflection during the first week of school. 

 
Parents: 

-​ Talk with your student about possible social and academic challenges that could arise 
in 5th grade. Brainstorm some ways that students could handle the scenarios on the 
following document.  

-​ Review and sign your student’s Weekly Chore Chart & Responsibility Reflection before 
it is submitted.  

 

6 
 
 

Students: 
-​ Write 1 S.M.A.R.T.  goal for the beginning of 6th grade for each core subject (Science, 

Social Studies, Communication & Literacy, and Math and for LiFE (Leadership). S.M.A.R.T.  is 
an acronym for Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound.  Share with 
your homeroom teacher the first week of school. 

-​ Complete the Leadership and Goal Setting Form - 6th Grade Student 

-​ Complete the Weekly Chore Chart & Responsibility Reflection. Choose at least one 
recurring household responsibility, complete it consistently throughout the summer, 
and track your progress each week. Be prepared to submit your completed chart and 
reflection during the first week of school. 
 

Parents: 
-​ Complete the parent portion of the Leadership and Goal Setting Form - 6th Grade Parent 

-​ Review and sign your student’s Weekly Chore Chart & Responsibility Reflection before 
it is submitted.  

7 
 
 

Students:  
-​ Write 3 S.M.A.R.T. goals for the beginning of your 7th-grade year.  One should be related 

to academics, one should be related to your social/emotional growth, and the third can 
be anything of your choice (personal, athletics, etc.).  Remember that S.M.A.R.T. stands 
for Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-Bound.  Be ready to share with 
your homeroom teacher.  

-​ Watch a brief video on S.M.A.R.T. goal setting. 
-​ Complete the Weekly Chore Chart & Responsibility Reflection. Choose at least one 

recurring household responsibility, complete it consistently throughout the summer, and 
track your progress each week. Be prepared to submit your completed chart and 
reflection during the first week of school. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cZjYiwRrW8TcPswZyMA73xGZZUZr6u_TM44TWntF9CA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pzhT-Pw-8eRc0wFD0zgKl86MgCPrAHWA/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qTZPgFgUbGjwfOGJRQIs8EZm_UtYr3wMSDwq7H005cc/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/FHtqf4F2kgDy6E886
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pzhT-Pw-8eRc0wFD0zgKl86MgCPrAHWA/copy
https://forms.gle/WVdWAChTBk9vXXRV6
https://youtu.be/i0QfCZjASX8?si=nUJn2_WhV0nC43PK
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pzhT-Pw-8eRc0wFD0zgKl86MgCPrAHWA/copy


 
Parents: 

-​ Review and sign your student’s Weekly Chore Chart & Responsibility Reflection before 
it is submitted.  

8  
Students:  
– Research High schools using the process here: LINK TO RESEARCH TOOL. Please note, this is an 
important and time consuming process (estimated time to complete is 6-8 hours), so start 
early! Be ready to share this your homeroom teacher on the first day of school. NOTE: this will 
be graded and is required. 
 
 
- Complete the Weekly Chore Chart & Responsibility Reflection. Choose at least one recurring 
household responsibility, complete it consistently throughout the summer, and track your 
progress each week. Be prepared to submit your completed chart and reflection during the first 
week of school. 
 
– Log your volunteer/service/work hours using the form at the bottom of this page. It will require 
a parent signature. ​
​
Parents:​
- Review and sign your student’s Weekly Chore Chart & Responsibility Reflection before it is 
submitted.  

  

 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/18sPMCJolCUUqUXgYz3646fNjB1DiDNTs9tbvsU_byB4/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pzhT-Pw-8eRc0wFD0zgKl86MgCPrAHWA/copy


Middle School Book Selection List 
5th Grade Choices The Mother-Daughter Book Club  by Heather Frederick 

Every Soul A Star by Wendy Mass 
The Boy Who Saved Baseball by John Ritter 
The Sisters Grimm by Michael Buckley 
An Elephant in the Garden by Michael Morpurgo 

6th Grade Choices Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper 
N.E.R.D.S.  by Michael Buckley 
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeline L’Engle 
The Land of Stories (any book from this series) by Chris Colfer  
Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Hang a Thousand Trees with Ribbons by Ann Rinaldi 
The Only Game or The Extra Yard by Mike Lupica 
Refugee by Alan Gratz 

7th Grade Choices Novel Selections:  
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander  
Slacker by Gordon Korman 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith  
Penny from Heaven by Jennifer L Holm  
What Elephants Know by Eric Dinerstein 
Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling 
The False Prince by Jennifer Nielson 
Cinder by Marissa Meyer 
Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 
Non-Fiction Selections:  
I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 
Unbroken (The Young Adult Adaptation)  by Laura Hillenbrand 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba 
42 is Not Just a Number by Doreen Rappaport  
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Mother-Daughter-Book-Club/dp/B0112WY1XG?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=a38931bf7ab2005eb4c310d018d7ad83&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Every-Soul-Star-Wendy-Mass/dp/0316002577?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=a73ff0751c07fdc55322c625f4801335&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Who-Saved-Baseball/dp/0142402869?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=caed4c4c9eacba5c60a813444a0fddc4&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Fairy-Tale-Detectives-Sisters-Grimm-Anniversary/dp/1419720058?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=09b8f782e067f30d34ab3fa81d99d151&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Elephant-Garden-Inspired-True-Story/dp/1250034140?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=ea844549ca5cfe7ebe30ccd64e689a93&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Out-My-Mind-Sharon-Draper/dp/1416971718?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=c5b94cbee4738a64f04675dbfb27c0e8&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/National-Espionage-Rescue-Defense-Society/dp/0810989859?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=089077dea3d82a0d01d17cc133ca1220&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Wrinkle-Time-Anniversary-Commemorative-Quintet/dp/1250004675?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=a5c9e590ae4c1880e80af14750a5369b&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Land-Stories-Treasury-Classic-Fairy/dp/0316355917?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=f63fb98821cf5b875a9d5b3fc0c25e18&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Fever-1793-Laurie-Halse-Anderson/dp/0689848919?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=cfa95aec48b30fbbee8c9c6a874b0f1b&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Hang-Thousand-Trees-Ribbons-Wheatley/dp/015205393X?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=469e24b667e8d60a782b3a401cc3bf2d&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Only-Game-Home-Team/dp/1481409964?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=92eb0e6f0b5f31dbe570a0f1e8604f60&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Extra-Yard-Home-Team/dp/1481410016?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=620d5e0084c06da441b00686eed3169a&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Refugee-Alan-Gratz/dp/0545880831?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=adb6ab1f2f639d99409209ddf1115497&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Crossover-Kwame-Alexander/dp/0544935209?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=7e4aaae7e96530fb9fd6c899b0ca2a80&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Slacker-Gordon-Korman/dp/0545823161?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2d3dc9c0679e950872aab45152f0b1a2&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Grows-Brooklyn-Anniversary-Perennial-Classics/dp/0060736267?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=dfac64550549edffbcfd88f06e6fe1f4&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Penny-Heaven-Jennifer-L-Holm/dp/0375836896?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=0f053ad69a00b625f78ae95c8e05d443&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/What-Elephants-Know-Eric-Dinerstein/dp/1484746473?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=f86bba133b81fd637349c8ea09b0342b&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Insignificant-Events-Cactus-Dusti-Bowling/dp/1454932996?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=53637d569a265c8b922ca42e8934fedf&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/False-Prince-Ascendance-Trilogy-Book/dp/0545284147?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=0e14c1456c60e85a473a9b5dc1adb390&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Cinder-Book-One-Lunar-Chronicles/dp/1250768888?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=365eba7e1aff81c1a1ea75406560a16f&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Stargirl-Jerry-Spinelli/dp/037582233X?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=fc8b568b97feb0df6ccf64c1a012cfa1&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Am-Malala-Stood-Education-Taliban/dp/0316322423?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=954803d2c23b634b0326031fe9486e6f&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Unbroken-Young-Adult-Adaptation-Olympians/dp/0385742525?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=1d4bf6e2cf4cddb862a24db72efa0869&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Boy-Harnessed-Wind-Young-Readers/dp/0147510422?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=ef50664c4dbd15599353923b4db4126e&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/42-Not-Just-Number-Robinson/dp/1536206326?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=600babb32d6cf0ccc54bb7be2d98d9e4&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Brown-Girl-Dreaming-Jacqueline-Woodson/dp/0147515823?&_encoding=UTF8&tag=aspenacademy8-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=3004d67ae018c258937c359c1356f63d&camp=1789&creative=9325


 

8th Grade Leadership Summer To-Do List and Assignments- REQUIRED  

·         High School Search 

o   Research Prospective Schools & Schedule Visit Days 

●​ Estimated Time To Complete: 6-8 hours 
●​ Using this process: LINK TO RESEARCH TOOL 

○​ If you would like to see the full, unredacted tool, please use this link 
●​ Shadowing: Please schedule all shadow dates as soon as possible.  Schools 

vary on the date they open up sign-ups.  When planning a shadow date 
please make use of early dismissal dates (afternoons if possible) or days 
where school is not in session.  This will provide you with the opportunity to 
shadow without having excessive absences. 

○​ Note: if you have trouble/questions about the tool, contact Andrew 
Flynn (LiFE Program Manager: 
andrew.flynn@aspenacademy.org)AND 
Jennifer.gravlee@aspenacademy.org 

·         Work Experience 

o   Complete Volunteer/Service/Work Chart (below) 

o   Obtain parent signatures and comments on the experience 

o   Write down summer volunteer experience (at least 10 hours of service that you chose to 
do) and work experience 

 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/18sPMCJolCUUqUXgYz3646fNjB1DiDNTs9tbvsU_byB4/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1jnAOl08xcivRhZ-0fBFuGNNzO_hs6zFrftsVPxJt3a8/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:andrew.flynn@aspenacademy.org


 



Volunteer / Service / Work  
 

Volunteering and working is another way to develop your work ethic.  It also helps build character, saves 
resources, brings people together, strengthens your community, and allows you to give back.  Please 
complete a minimum of ten hours and document your experiences below. 
 
Service Ideas: 
 

-​ Read to kids at a library 
-​ Play card games with grand friends in a nursing home 
-​ Volunteers of America (Youth Program is designed for groups) 
-​ Dumb Friends League/Humane Society (with an adult) 
-​ Yard work for your family or neighbors 
-​ Chores for your family/pet care 

 
Please briefly describe your volunteer/service/work experience and have your parents sign below. 
 

Volunteer / Service / Work Experience 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
Parent Signature  
 
 
 
 
X________________________________________________________________________ 


