
I don’t mean to brag, but I’ve been to the North Pole, well…the TOWN of North Pole, anyway 
It’s in Alaska, about 2,700 km south of the ACTUAL North Pole, and each year it gets hundreds 
of thousands of letters to Santa from children around the world 
 
Kids have been writing letters to Santa Claus going as far back to at least 1871, mostly due to 
THIS famous cartoon by Thomas Nast.1 
 
and I think they’re a great window to the past.  
 
Here’s a few of my favorite actual letters I’ve come across… 
 
Dear Father Christmas, 
When you come to see us on Christmas Eve will you please bring us some little toy ducks and 
chickens for a present, also a canvas stocking like you brought us last year. You will see an 
extra stocking hanging up this time, it is for KittyKins she would like a piece of ribbon and a ball 
in hers. 
With love and kisses from us both 
Your Loving Marjorie(1898)2 

 
(1914) 
 
Dang 
 
Dear Santa: 
Please bring me a pop gun, a sack of marbles and some candy and nuts. 
Your little friend, 
Cyril Farmer (1920) 
 
Deer Santi: 

2 https://allthatsinteresting.com/120-year-old-santa-letter  
1 https://books.google.com/books?id=_V68AQAAQBAJ&lpg=PP1&pg=PA11#v=onepage&q&f=false  

https://allthatsinteresting.com/120-year-old-santa-letter
https://books.google.com/books?id=_V68AQAAQBAJ&lpg=PP1&pg=PA11#v=onepage&q&f=false


My name is Carrie. Could I pleaze have a tryke and one of them Silvertone record player 
things? A guitar is what I want two. I will be good evry day. I leev cookies and milk out for yoo. 
What about a cudlee soft babe doll?  
Thank you. Carrie (1948)3 
 
Jump ahead to the 1980s and things have changed quite a bit 

 
(1987) 
 
 
 

3 
https://livingherebrockville.weebly.com/uploads/3/7/4/7/37475311/diann_turner_-_letters_to_santa_in_the
_1940s_and_1950s_-_living_here_nov_dec_2019_issue.pdf  

https://livingherebrockville.weebly.com/uploads/3/7/4/7/37475311/diann_turner_-_letters_to_santa_in_the_1940s_and_1950s_-_living_here_nov_dec_2019_issue.pdf
https://livingherebrockville.weebly.com/uploads/3/7/4/7/37475311/diann_turner_-_letters_to_santa_in_the_1940s_and_1950s_-_living_here_nov_dec_2019_issue.pdf


 
(1988) 
 
Dear Santa, 
 
Santa I want #3 Sport Bratz dolls, #4 Kid Bratz, #5 Baby Brat and I want a drum-set and Heelys 
and I want exbox 360 and a MP3 play, PSP and a Bratz Laptop, and a boombox and a Wii for 
christmas please. I Love you. 
 
TyAnn 
(2007) 
Ok, now we’re talking 
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