
Film Studies Overview 
 
 

 

This course will give you some tools to 

recognize what filmmakers have done to 

make their films work, and to develop a 

starting point for what might work in your 

own films. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We'll explore film basics including some of the technical jargon of the industry. Then we'll look at 

storyboarding films - establishing plot, character, conflict, and resolution. Throughout, we'll 

discuss the history of film and have an eye out for recognizing how directorial choices affect film 

quality of some of the films we watch. 

 

If you liked this course, then sign up for one or more film course in grade 12: 

* If you took ENG 3UI, sign up for ETS 4UX (filmmaking) or ETS 4UY (critiquing). 

* If you took ENG 3CI or ENG 3EI, sign up for ETS 4CX (filmmaking) or ETS 4CY (critiquing 

films).  

* Filmmaking courses focus on making films. Critiquing courses focus on watching films critically 

and writing film reviews and critiques exploring directorial choices. 

 

How-To Videos and Handouts 

 

Technical Help: 

●​ How to light a shot without lots of lights 

●​ How to edit film clips on iPhone or iPad - basic editing terms are here 

●​ Uploading video - phone → WeVideo on chromebook 

●​ How to edit using iMovie and using Premier 

 

Filmmaking Help: steps and rubrics: 

●​ Film Treatment 

○​ How to write a good logline: setting, main character, what they want, what's in the 

way, and how they overcome it 

○​ Template for writing a film treatment: characters, logline, acts, scenes, dialogue 

○​ Sample film treatment 

○​ List of character traits for developing clearer characters 

●​ Storyboarding: 

○​ Blank storyboard templates and here are camera terms and illustrated with examples 

○​ Sample storyboard example 

●​ Writing a Film Review  

○​ Useful words when describing a film 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTnETYL1VGQ
http://www.imore.com/record-trim-videos-ipad
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17lOzc15vDOds1MvhxKzyd0m-0OsgA58D-iavk_yv_9o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Cz3nbq_Yyn4lyPDRWe0rsMgNZeP_mp6sih7Xoe2wtHY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-C0RbU5H9uzFUQAgXBqaHyQF0GTtBiq2FzvlHC6KaYU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Uuq9NlryDYBrEsTglyVmem5foAlTNMgAH0ljIh1sCYE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kDoCz7die691yMRp-t3k-RaHIezJusZbGAi_sXpfkMY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M_hE_7u5ZIAF3ipHgAN9ILB_P3z0kYSy8FV934qcFPw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0Fj_H9Q73k
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pzwGzhJKSdatOME_Ne4D0QyB2Dln6gTenRELrxo2ycY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12UQSmUymUHqXRQVGl9cvsiKZc6ctCl0hjbAUMeuEjIQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWq3wBX0g8v5xD7FIEHix4P1uoYMzKe28Uj5atGunuY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hO97LPANp7FY9Nqx_39flyullEF4bu4lB94CmQZCXMY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vWYj2tgMOH6Ya2slG_krvAskurBFXAsZ9zbmEDWt9xQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ye9WwAxRX7R5Lg7zOHC9MZkNVtn7SJvlsr_2ye30RyA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KSZ0gmRUsHI3-bP_uQLdg0zEi2h7v1iReJxVrFTHgQY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ejs4rFlhVotMEj7T5aI_ZxIMz_k3HPcJhA45gIFJ1fE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aO0cfvSDwYEHX4ZV_BsPvTQh_zw-obX6deCOR5HHB9Q/edit?usp=sharing


Assignments and Handouts: 

●​ camera terms 

●​ editing terms 

●​ types of comedy powerpoint 

●​ history of film handout and powerpoint → history project 

●​ film critique project 

●​ spotlight project 

 

And, if you have time, here are some good films to consider watching. 

 

Here's Dan Harmon's Story Circle: 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vWYj2tgMOH6Ya2slG_krvAskurBFXAsZ9zbmEDWt9xQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17lOzc15vDOds1MvhxKzyd0m-0OsgA58D-iavk_yv_9o/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ny-Kgc0m0e1vWJYWblfxXPsdvnotxeC0mh51VUI-ZVU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10UiHIbjh2jPfC5JFevIKUStonOzPLjNXnardXGd5fkY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1V2duwn6LlFtNCB4SMBz3Jw_zTxSKzm5mlLhs-D9m_U8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1q8kO8YQMbihFB1x6xgCzuLddvUuF45-bk-CdzTxiWMo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ejs4rFlhVotMEj7T5aI_ZxIMz_k3HPcJhA45gIFJ1fE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ldu2F3M92kw4zIAXcmShkQq32Xtj3v3jI_FneO6ZG38/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AozR1A8qEz9FGCkqkZ5pEg1aJwlZw1b2YF3sv3MF3-M/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


