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Mr. President, High Commissioner, Distinguished Delegates,

The Sovereign Order of Malta welcomes the High Commissioner’s report and strongly
affirms a fundamental principle: access to essential medicines is not a privilege—it is a
basic human right. We also commend the adoption of the WHO Pandemic Treaty as a vital
step toward global health equity.

Yet today, more than 2 billion people—particularly in vulnerable and crisis-affected
communities—remain deprived of this right. We urge all States to adopt a human
rights-based approach to health, grounded in universality, transparency, and
accountability.

The mission of our relief agency, Malteser International, is to improve the health and
well-being of suffering and displaced people around the world. In Lebanon, mobile health
units bring essential medicines to remote and underserved areas. In Haiti, we work with local
pharmacies to ensure access to affordable, high-quality treatments. Different vaccination
campaigns have been carried out in Colombia, the DRC and the USA.

We reaffirm our commitment to multilateral cooperation that enshrines universal access to
essential medicines as a legal and moral imperative.

Finally, we express deep concern over the alarming increase in attacks on healthcare workers
and infrastructure—especially in Ukraine and Palestine, where our teams continue to serve
despite grave risks. We call on all parties to uphold international humanitarian law and
ensure the protection of medical personnel and facilities.

Thank you.
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