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1. Why did Yosef charge his brothers of being
spies?

mm ny n“?;ﬁ’:s ..'1_.}\ AT AT A2EN PN IR U 1
a. What was he trylng to accompllsh') gk W“’i ﬂ'l"‘ (2%) 'ﬂ"‘?i'l?: kil Rl TN B2 1"]72\ NI (87)

. 7) 1¥IE TINE 1IN NN BT fpm) 2N KD
b. Why was the charge believable? m A LI B AP TG B3P B T2 %D YT
c. Isthere a connection between TIND NN 297 1A n;-ntj N oAN 033 °3 2N B X7 D Ay

177X fupn opmn
remembering the dream and the BO°REER IR NN 1N Pl 1892 TIN3 WK MM BRY BR800 (79) annen

charge?
2. What does yxi niny mean?
a. What was Yosef accusing them of searching for?

Moshe’s spies are traditionally referred to as meraglim. The Bible never uses that term to describe
these people but is rather derived from the verb le’ragel that Deuteronomy uses to describe their
actions. The word mergalim does, however, appear in the Bible in the context of spies when
Yosef-in-disguise, as viceroy of Egypt, accuses his brothers of being spies. In that situation, the term
mergalim is used and appears seven times in a decidedly negative context. https://ohr.edu/7389
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The very lack of an explicit explanation of Joseph's motives can be deciphered as a deliberate literary technique:
"The motive given by (commentators) to Joseph's conduct always developed in four main ways: punishment,
examination, learning a lesson and fulfilling dreams. However, as expected, each way is wrong because they are all
correct." According to this position, the silence of the scripture regarding Joseph's motives is intentional. Its role is to
encourage the reader to understand Joseph's actions in different ways, and thus, Joseph's character is shaped in a
multidimensional way.
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yxn niny means THE NAKEDNESS OF THE LAND - from which side it might easily be conquered.
Of similar meaning are,

e (Leviticus 20:18) "He has made naked (nayn) her fountain”;

o (Ezekiel 16:7), "naked and nxw bare".
Indeed all forms of this root N1y signify "uncovering”. Onkelos renders it by "the breach (xj7T2a) of the
land", similar to (2 Kings 12:6), "the breach (7712) of the house" — the defective places in the house — but
he was not particular to translate according to the wording of the text (i.e. literally).
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'Ervat: The breaches of the wall and the best direction from which to conquer the land. As it is written
(Hab. 3.13), "Raze (‘'arot) it to the foundation," and
(Ps. 137.7), "Destroy, destroy (‘aru 'aru) to its very foundation," and
(Is. 19.7), "Destruction (‘arot) on the Nile."
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A Multidimensional Look at Yosef and His Brothers

Short Answer Questions
Instructions: Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences.

1.

2.

10.

Why is the fact that the Torah does not explicitly explain Yosef's motivation for accusing his
brothers of being spies significant?

What are the four primary motivations that commentators suggest for Yosef's actions towards
his brothers?

According to Ramban, what caused Yosef to realize that his dreams had not yet been
fulfilled? How did this realization impact his actions?

Both Rashi and Rashi’s grandson, Rashbam, comment on the physical appearance of
Yosef’s brothers as a potential reason for the accusation of espionage. Briefly explain their
perspectives.

According to Abravanel, how does Yosef's accusation of spying relate to his brothers' past
actions towards him?

What connection does the Kli Yakar draw between Yosef’s brothers suspecting him of being
a spy and Yosef accusing them of the same?

How does the Baal HaTurim connect the encounter between Yosef and his brothers to the
later episode of the spies sent by Moshe into Canaan?

How does R' Yitzchak Reggio understand Yosef's actions toward his brothers as a form of
measured retribution?

According to Shadal, what specific detail in the brothers' response to Yosef gave him reason
to suspect their true intentions?

How do Rashi and Rashi’s grandson, Rashbam, each interpret the phrase "yaxn niny" (the
nakedness of the land)?

Short Answer Key

1.

2.
3.

The lack of explicit explanation allows for multiple interpretations of Yosef's motives, creating
a more complex and nuanced understanding of his character.

The four motivations are punishment, examination, teaching a lesson, and fulfilling dreams.
Ramban suggests Yosef realized his dreams were not yet fulfilled because Binyamin was
absent. This led him to devise a plan to bring Binyamin to Egypt, starting with the accusation
of espionage.

Rashi suggests Yosef found his brothers suspicious because they were trying to hide their
identity, possibly due to their impressive stature and handsome appearance. Rashbam, on
the other hand, focuses on their stature and unity, which he suggests might have seemed
unusual and therefore suspicious to Yosef.

Abravanel sees Yosef's accusation as a form of reciprocation for his brothers' past
suspicions and mistreatment of him, specifically their belief that he was a gossipmonger and
a spy.

The Kii Yakar highlights the principle of "measure for measure." Yosef’s brothers suspected
him of being a spy, and ultimately threw him into a pit. Yosef, remembering his dreams and
his brothers’ actions, accuses them of being spies and throws them into a pit (prison).

The Baal HaTurim connects the brothers' denial of being spies to Yehuda and Calev's
dissenting opinions during the mission of the spies sent by Moshe. Both instances
demonstrate righteous individuals standing against falsehood.
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R' Yitzchak Reggio argues that Yosef recognized his brothers' sin in selling him, but also
understood that their plan ultimately served a divine purpose. Therefore, he chose to frighten
and distress them as a measured response, without inflicting actual harm.
Shadal points to the brothers' over-eagerness to declare their purpose as buying food, even
though Yosef had not yet inquired about their intentions. This haste, he suggests, betrayed
their underlying deception.
Rashi interprets "yaxin niny" as referring to the land's vulnerabilities, particularly its weak
points that could be exploited in a conquest. Rashbam, focusing on the breaches in the
walls, also interprets it as the weaknesses that could be exploited for conquering the land.

Essay Questions

1.

2.

Analyze the various interpretations of Yosef's motivations for accusing his brothers of being
spies. Which interpretation do you find most compelling and why?

Explore the literary technique of using dreams in the Yosef narrative. How do dreams
contribute to the development of the story and its themes?

Examine the theme of "measure for measure" (mida k'neged mida) in the interaction
between Yosef and his brothers. How does this concept help us understand their complex
relationship?

Discuss the significance of the phrase "yaxn niny" and its different interpretations. How does
this phrase contribute to our understanding of Yosef's accusation and the brothers' situation?
Compare and contrast the various commentators' perspectives on the role of the brothers'
physical appearance in Yosef's accusation. What insights do these different viewpoints offer
about the characters and the narrative?
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