
Grade 7 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Name: ____________________ 

Explorer and Indiginous Diaries 

 

Objective: To demonstrate your ability to take 

on the point of view of a European explorer and 

an Indiginous person during first-contact, 

including their feelings. 

 

Task: 

You will create a series of letters or diaries 

from both perspectives. In order to properly 

take on the point of view and personality of an 

explorer and an indiginous person during 

first-contact, you must consult your notes, 

questions, answers, and research your chosen 

explorer and the indiginous group they made 

first-contact with. 

You may choose to write 3-4 diary entries (1-2 pages) each. This means the assignment 

length should be 3-4 pages plus a research document! Including drawings, sketches, and 

entries. You may decide if you want to write this project as a diary or series of 

letters. 

YOU MUST INCLUDE A REFERENCES LIST OF LINKS FOR YOUR RESEARCH 

 

Assessment: 

You will be marked on your ability to take on the personality/point-of-view of someone 

during first-contact as well as your ability to create a finished and authentic format. This 

means that you should speak as your explorer would, explain details about their journey, 

and how they saw the first nations. Your indiginous diary should do the same (consider 

Shawndithit’s drawings). 

 

Explorer and Indiginous Options  

 Explorer Indiginous Group 

1 John Cabot Beothuk and Mi’kmaq (Did not officially 

meet) 

2 Jacques Cartier Iroquois, Stradacona (Diary entries in the 

textbook), Donnacona 

3 Samuel De Champlain Stadacona (village) 

4 Samuel Hearne Matonabbee (Dene Suline) 

5 Another Explorer in the text book - 

ASK ME FIRST 
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The diary entry for the explorer must include: 

●​ Who the explorer was, when they lived, where they were from 

●​ Why they are exploring/what were they looking for (PUSH AND PULL FACTORS) 

●​ Where they are exploring, who they encounter 

●​ Thoughts- Their point-of-view on what they encounter 

●​ Feelings- Feelings are important to making the diary entry authentic 

 

The diary entry for the indiginous person must include: 

●​ The Indiginous group 

●​ Where they lived 

●​ Notes about their culture 

●​ Feelings and thoughts - What 

they would have experienced 

seeing or meeting these explorers 

for the first time 

 

Things to to add to create a more 

authentic journal:  

●​ Sketches with explanations - 

tools, ship devices, push and pull 

factors, etc. (these can be quick 

sketches, or again collaged images 

that would be authentic to your 

time period) 

●​ Maps - Your 

project should 

include a map with 

the routes the 

explorers took, and 

sketches indicating 

where the first 

nations people lived 

(these can be 

printed and 

collaged into the 

journal) 

●​ Other details you feel could add to the authenticity of your journal 
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 4 3 2 1 

Stem 3: 

Manages and 

evaluates 

information 

 

Stem 7: 

Demonstrates 

knowledge of 

citizenship and 

identity 

 

Stem 8: 

Explores events 

from different 

points of view 

Communicates an in 

depth 

understanding of 

reasons for 

European 

exploration AND 

how both 

individuals feel 

about exploration. 

 

Consistently able 

to take research on 

a topic and 

seamlessly put it in 

a diary format. 

Communicates a 

broad 

understanding of 

reasons for 

European 

exploration AND 

how both 

individuals feel 

about exploration. 

 

Frequently able to 

take research on a 

topic and 

seamlessly put it in 

a diary format. 

Communicates a 

basic 

understanding of 

reasons for 

European 

exploration AND 

how both 

individuals feel 

about exploration. 

 

Sometimes able to 

take research on a 

topic and put it in a 

diary format. 

Has difficulty 

understanding of 

reasons for 

European 

exploration AND 

how both 

individuals feel 

about exploration. 

 

Seldom able to 

take research on a 

topic and put it in a 

diary format. 

Stem 9: 

Demonstrates 

skills and 

processes for 

inquiry and 

research 

It is evident that 

considerable 

research on the 

explorer and 

indigenous group 

have been 

completed. Several 

reputable sources 

have been 

consulted. 

It is evident that 

sufficient research 

on the explorer and 

indigenous group 

have been 

completed. 

Reputable sources 

have been 

consulted. 

It is evident that 

some research on 

the explorer and 

indigenous group 

have been 

completed. Some 

evidence reliable 

sources have been 

consulted. 

Insufficient 

research has been 

conducted on the 

topic. Evidence of 

sources are unclear 

or lacking. 

 

 


