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The democratization of digital information architectures has precipitated a profound shift in the 
mechanics of global intelligence gathering. Historically, the collection, synthesis, and 
dissemination of actionable intelligence were the exclusive purview of state-sponsored entities 
possessing vast institutional resources. However, the modern digital era has witnessed the rise 
of civilian open-source intelligence (OSINT) practitioners. These highly specialized entities 
operate entirely outside traditional governmental frameworks, utilizing publicly available data, 
digital footprints, linguistic forensics, and complex social graph analysis to track 
state-sponsored disinformation, political subversion, and domestic extremist threats. 

This comprehensive research report provides an exhaustive structural, operational, and 
sociological analysis of a highly active digital OSINT cell centered around the commercial entity 
Farallon LLC, its founder Claudia Tietze, and a sophisticated network of highly coordinated 
social media nodes, most notably the accounts associated with the "Prof Dilley" persona and 
the tactical enforcer known as "VelvetBlade." 

An evaluation of digital interactions, conversational telemetry, organizational charters, and the 
visual evidence of network followers reveals a multi-layered operational structure that operates 
with the precision of a professional intelligence agency. This specific cell does not merely 
observe information flows passively; it actively participates in aggressive narrative shaping, 
adversarial digital engagements, and civilian counterintelligence operations. Furthermore, 
structural indicators derived from the network's communication graph suggest a highly 
asymmetrical power dynamic, wherein the core OSINT practitioner—identified as Claudia 
Tietze and her Farallon LLC apparatus—exerts substantial and highly unusual narrative control 
over prominent public amplifier accounts such as Dilley. 

By systematically analyzing the communication logs, the organizational participants, the 
specific adversarial targets of this network, and its philosophical approach to data, a broader 
understanding of the modern civilian intelligence ecosystem can be established. This analysis 
will extensively correlate the Farallon ecosystem with the methodologies of parallel historical 
and contemporary figures in the digital intelligence space, specifically examining how this 
network iterates upon the foundational tactics of Neal Rauhauser, the narrative amplification 



strategies of Louise Mensch, and the macroeconomic network mapping of Dave Troy. 

The Institutional Architecture of Farallon LLC 
To comprehend the tactical digital behavior of the observed social media nodes, one must first 
deconstruct the commercial, philosophical, and organizational anchor of the network: Farallon 
LLC. 

Corporate Mission and Philosophical Framing 
Farallon LLC operates as a formalized, boutique Open Source Intelligence (OSINT) consultancy.1 
The organization explicitly positions itself as a premier intelligence provider dedicated to 
helping clients navigate what it describes as "noisy and messy data" to achieve clarity and 
situational awareness.1 Operating under the digital domain farallon.io, the firm outlines a 
methodological approach that closely mirrors professional, state-level intelligence tradecraft.1 

The transition of civilian researchers into formalized Limited Liability Companies represents a 
critical evolution in the digital intelligence battlespace. By establishing a corporate facade, 
actors within the OSINT community gain legal shielding, professional legitimacy, and a viable 
mechanism for monetizing digital tracking skills through corporate consulting, training, and 
situational awareness briefs.1 

Farallon LLC defines its mission as a "straightforward and client-focused commitment" to 
provide clients with the insights necessary to make "informed decisions in all areas of life and 
business".1 The company goes to great lengths to position itself as more than just a passive 
data scraper, utilizing highly evocative language to describe its personnel as "path illuminators" 
who light the way forward through a world filled with chaotic information.1 Their stated goal is 
to empower clients—including individuals, political groups, and corporate organizations—to 
lead with knowledge and improve their tactical situational awareness.1 

Methodological Pillars and Operational Mechanics 
The operational methodology outlined by Farallon LLC reveals a distinct rejection of purely 
automated intelligence gathering in favor of a heavily customized, human-centric approach. 
The firm's core processes include: 

1.​ Lateral Investigation and Multi-Source Synthesis: Farallon champions a "unique lateral 
approach" to investigations, consciously moving beyond linear search parameters to 
connect disparate data points across the open, deep, and dark web.1 This includes the 
analysis of official government documents, gray literature, and the granular tracking of 
global social media telemetry.1 

2.​ Human-Driven Technology: In an era increasingly dominated by algorithmic data 
scraping and artificial intelligence, Farallon distinguishes itself by emphasizing 
"human-driven technology".1 The firm argues that while software can aggregate data, 
human intuition is required to draw out "nuggets of knowledge" and verify the integrity of 



raw intelligence.1 This philosophy asserts that automated tools alone are insufficient for 
understanding the nuanced psychological and linguistic markers of state-sponsored 
disinformation. 

3.​ Technological Intermediation and Psychological Design: The firm acts as a "crucial 
bridge" between complex technology development teams and end-users, focusing on 
the highly specialized skill of "translating tech into human".1 Farallon focuses on 
"future-focused interaction solutions" that are explicitly designed to support "the way 
users' brains actually work," indicating a deep integration of cognitive psychology into 
their intelligence products.1 

4.​ Linguistic and Geographic Penetration: To provide truly global solutions, the team 
deliberately utilizes native speakers to bridge cultural, geographic, and language gaps, 
ensuring that geopolitical intelligence is not lost in translation.1 

The Strategic Commander: Claudia Tietze 
The central architect of the Farallon LLC network is Claudia Tietze, who serves as the founder, 
managing director, and primary public-facing entity of the organization.2 Operating a network 
with a dedicated following, Tietze's self-conceptualization and professional background 
provide critical context for the aggressive, highly targeted nature of the network's operations. 

Tietze is described in professional literature with a distinct aura of mystique, labeled as "part 
spy, part librarian, and part technologist".2 Most notably, she identifies herself as a "digital 
sniper," a term that heavily implies a tactical, offensive approach to information gathering rather 
than mere academic observation.2 Her professional background includes significant work as a 
Creative Technologist, and she operates as a high-level consultant on intelligence and 
geopolitical technology projects, helping teams focus on enhanced understanding and 
human-centric software design.2 

Tietze’s public communications regarding her methodology emphasize the intensely 
collaborative, yet hierarchical, nature of OSINT operations. She conceptualizes her operations 
through the metaphor of a medieval guild, referring to the broader OSINT ecosystem as 
"Weavers of OSINT".2 In this analogy, she defines the structural hierarchy of intelligence 
networks, consisting of "Master Weavers" who direct the overarching strategic vision, 
"Apprentices" who execute granular tasks, and various technical assistants.2 

Her network actively utilizes a "hybrid approach," bringing in highly specialized domain experts 
to fill knowledge gaps. She specifically notes collaborations with traditional investigative 
tradecraft experts, including law enforcement and retired FBI personnel operating as private 
investigators, to track complex matters such as money laundering and state subversion.2 Tietze 
views her "Free Range" OSINT teams as crucial support structures for rigid Institutional Teams 
(such as military or government intelligence agencies), providing the deep, lateral analysis that 
is often stifled within siloed bureaucratic environments.2 Furthermore, she is an engaging public 
speaker on the topics of lateral thinking and how technological tools actively rewire cognitive 



processes.2 

The Extended Intelligence Graph: Identifying the Core 
Network Participants 
While the corporate facade of farallon.io maintains a degree of anonymity regarding its specific 
staff roster, an analysis of the visual social graph mapping associated with Claudia Tietze’s 
profile reveals the specific individuals who comprise the intellectual and operational core of this 
intelligence cell. The extraction and correlation of these network participants reveal a highly 
sophisticated amalgamation of former institutional intelligence operatives, cybercrime 
specialists, and civilian OSINT enthusiasts. 

The following table categorizes the primary participants identified within the immediate 
operational orbit of Claudia Tietze and Farallon LLC, detailing their self-reported credentials 
and their deduced roles within the broader intelligence tapestry: 

 

Participant Name Self-Reported Credentials 
& Operational Identifiers 

Identified Network Role & 
Analytical Deduction 

Claudia Tietze Director, Farallon, LLC; 
Boutique OSINT shop. 
"Digital Sniper." 2 

The central coordinating 
node and strategic director. 
Tietze functions as the 
"Master Weaver," dictating 
targets and methodologies. 

Paul Wright Over 20 years of 
professional experience; 
notable expertise in 
cybercrime, intelligence 
(OSINT and HUMINT), and 
digital forensics. 

Provides the network with 
advanced technical 
forensics and 
institutional-grade 
tradecraft. His presence 
bridges the gap between 
civilian observation and 
forensic 
cyber-investigation. 

Michelle DiGruttolo "Sage Raven"; Geopolitical 
Maven; Former White 
House intelligence 
whisperer; geopolitical Jedi. 
3 

Supplies high-level 
geopolitical strategy and 
state-level intelligence 
framing. Her background as 
a "White House intelligence 
whisperer" grants the 



network profound 
institutional insight into 
global power dynamics. 

Brad Snyder PAI (Publicly Available 
Information) Research & 
OSINT enthusiast; USAF 
Intel (retired). 

Injects military-grade 
intelligence methodology 
into the civilian sphere. As a 
retired United States Air 
Force Intelligence 
operative, Snyder brings 
rigid analytical frameworks 
to the network's lateral 
thinking approach. 

Laura Dilley Profile Follower. Present in 
the immediate social graph 
alongside Tietze and Prof 
Dilley. 

Represents a critical familial 
or constructed persona 
nexus between the "Dilley" 
amplifier array and the 
"Laura" proxy array, 
solidifying the control 
dynamics of the network. 

Mister Gone Osint Profile Follower; explicit 
OSINT identifier in handle. 

Functions as a dedicated 
civilian OSINT participant, 
likely executing granular 
data collection tasks as an 
"apprentice" within Tietze's 
guild structure. 

Researcher1991 Profile Follower. A generalized civilian 
research node, contributing 
to the aggregated data 
pool utilized by the core 
analytical team. 

Larry Leibrock Profile Follower. General network observer 
or peripheral participant 
within the intelligence 
graph. 



Mattia Coffetti Profile Follower. General network observer 
or peripheral participant 
within the intelligence 
graph. 

The composition of this network is highly revealing. It is not a random assortment of amateur 
internet sleuths; it is a carefully curated brain trust that includes retired US Air Force Intelligence 
(Snyder), former White House intelligence personnel (DiGruttolo), and decades of cybercrime 
forensics experience (Wright). This amalgamation of former state actors integrating with 
private, boutique OSINT firms like Farallon LLC illustrates the increasingly porous boundary 
between government intelligence apparatuses and the privatized information warfare sector. 

The Handler-Asset Dynamic: Claudia Tietze and the 
"Dilley" Node 
A central anomaly within the operational telemetry of this network is the structural relationship 
between the core OSINT apparatus (Tietze/Farallon) and the highly visible public amplifier 
known as "Dilley" (operating primarily under the handle @ProfDilley and historically associated 
with @PhilipDilley).4 

In traditional digital ecosystems, public commentators and academics operate independently, 
occasionally citing researchers when relevant data emerges. However, the telemetry suggests 
a highly asymmetrical power dynamic that closely resembles a traditional intelligence 
handler-asset relationship. The assertion that Claudia Tietze exercises "big control over Dilley" 
and that the dynamic is "a very weird one" is fundamentally supported by an analysis of the 
information flow and network dependency. 

The Role of the Dilley Amplifier 
The Dilley node functions as the public-facing broadcaster and legitimizing academic veneer 
for the network's intelligence findings.4 The account cultivates an authoritative persona, 
frequently engaging with high-profile progressive commentators, legal analysts, and national 
security experts. Telemetry shows Dilley directly interacting with media figures like Rachel 
Maddow (@maddow), institutions like just_security, and international politicians such as former 
Estonian President Toomas Hendrik Ilves (@IlvesToomas).4 

Dilley’s public focus areas are perfectly synchronized with the intelligence priorities of the 
Farallon network, encompassing: 

●​ Historical Disinformation Operations: Dilley frequently amplifies complex narratives 
regarding the privatization of propaganda, routinely referencing Cambridge Analytica 
and the SCL Group's influence on global democracies.4 

●​ Critiques of State Force: The account provides sharp sociopolitical commentary, 
comparing the militarized state response to George Floyd protests (citing the use of 



BORTAC paramilitary agents, snipers, and gas munitions) to the perceived systemic 
failures during the January 6th Capitol riot.4 

●​ Network Amplification: Crucially, Dilley rarely generates raw primary intelligence. 
Instead, the account relies heavily on the "h/t" (hat tip) convention to amplify and 
broadcast findings generated by the tactical research nodes, primarily VelvetBlade and 
the "Laura" array.4 

The Mechanisms of Control 
The structural control exerted by Tietze over Dilley manifests through the weaponization of 
dependency. Dilley's relevance and authoritative posture in high-level geopolitical discussions 
are entirely reliant on the continuous feed of highly granular, accurate, and explosive OSINT 
provided by the Farallon network. 

If Tietze, as the "Master Weaver," were to sever the intelligence feed, the Dilley node would 
instantly degrade from an authoritative insider to a hollow commentator. This reliance on the 
intelligence supply chain creates a strict hierarchy. Tietze dictates the overarching geopolitical 
targets and the investigative focus; the tactical researchers (VelvetBlade) execute the data 
aggregation; and Dilley is instructed on what to amplify, ensuring that the corporate entity of 
Farallon remains insulated from the political fallout of the broadcasts. 

Furthermore, the discovery of the "Laura Dilley" account within the immediate visual social 
graph of Claudia Tietze provides a profound missing link. The presence of Laura Dilley suggests 
that the control mechanism may extend beyond mere information rationing, hinting at deep 
interpersonal, familial, or tightly constructed persona linkages that bind the Dilley public 
amplifier inextricably to the Farallon intelligence core. 

The Tactical Enforcer: VelvetBlade and the "Laura" 
Array 
If Claudia Tietze operates as the strategic commander and Dilley serves as the public 
broadcaster, the account known as VelvetBlade (@VelvetBlade) functions as the network's 
tactical enforcer and primary data-aggregation node.4 The exhaustive conversational logs 
demonstrate that VelvetBlade is relentlessly active, highly combative, and deeply immersed in 
the granular, often tedious work of raw digital intelligence analysis.4 

VelvetBlade’s operational behavior is characterized by several distinct tactical functions: 

1.​ Data Organization and Archiving: VelvetBlade is responsible for structuring the 
intelligence for public consumption, frequently utilizing tools like the Thread Reader App 
(@threadreaderapp) to unroll, archive, and synthesize massive, multi-part intelligence 
threads regarding political subversion and bot networks.4 

2.​ Adversarial Engagement: VelvetBlade acts as the network's defensive mechanism and 
primary interrogator, willingly engaging in direct, prolonged, and hostile conflicts with 



perceived adversaries, disinformation agents, and rival researchers.4 

3.​ Algorithmic Warfare: VelvetBlade demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of 
platform mechanics, discussing how algorithms sequester ads on climate topics while 
simultaneously promoting inauthentic disinformation, indicating an active tracking of the 
platform's baseline code behavior.4 

Geopolitical and Domestic Operational Vectors 
The Farallon/Dilley/VelvetBlade network does not conduct generalized, passive research. Their 
telemetry indicates a highly coordinated execution of specific operational vectors focused on 
state-sponsored information warfare, domestic extremism, and the infrastructure of privatized 
digital propaganda. 

Vector 1: Sedition Tracking and the January 6th Insurrection 
A massive allocation of the network's analytical bandwidth is dedicated to tracking the 
participants, financial backers, and digital infrastructure of the January 6th Capitol insurrection. 
This aligns the Farallon network with the broader movement of civilian OSINT researchers 
colloquially known as the "Sedition Hunters." 

●​ Tactical Identification: The network engages in facial recognition and digital footprint 
tracing. The account @ellemm47 (Laura C. Martin) explicitly tags #SeditionHunters and 
discusses identifying specific individuals involved in violence at the Capitol tunnel who 
have appeared on FBI wanted lists.4 

●​ Institutional Failure Analysis: Moving beyond identifying rioters, VelvetBlade analyzes 
the structural and institutional failures that permitted the breach, specifically 
documenting anomalies such as "missing panic buttons and the group that went straight 
to the Capitol from the White House".4 

●​ Network Mapping: VelvetBlade conducts deep-dive analyses into the bot networks that 
fueled the event, citing the discovery of an integrated network of 1,500 accounts 
responsible for spreading pro-insurrection disinformation, QAnon continuations, and 
white nationalist talking points.4 

●​ Judicial Monitoring: The network actively monitors the judicial outcomes of their 
tracking efforts, sharing articles detailing the sentencing of figures like Oath Keeper 
Laura Steele, thereby closing the loop between civilian digital tracking and federal 
prosecution.4 

Vector 2: Russian Information Warfare and the Sociology of Brutality 
The network exhibits an incredibly sophisticated, albeit highly critical, framework for analyzing 
Russian geopolitical actions. They actively reject superficial political commentary in favor of 
deep sociological and linguistic critique, attempting to map the psychological baseline of the 
Russian state apparatus. 

●​ The Doctrine of Pokazukha: VelvetBlade applies obscure Russian cultural concepts to 



explain state intelligence operations. VelvetBlade details the concept of 
pokazukha—defined as the societal practice of "pretending everything is fine while reality 
is anything but"—asserting that this is an intrinsic, foundational element of both Russian 
society and its intelligence agencies, which explains their reliance on easily disprovable 
propaganda.4 

●​ The Mythos of Systemic Brutality: In a highly intense debate with users like The Doctor 
(@TennantRob), VelvetBlade forcefully argues that the cruelty observed in the Ukraine 
conflict (including rapes, murders, and executions) cannot be compartmentalized solely 
as "Putin's war." VelvetBlade asserts that this brutality reflects a deeply ingrained cultural 
mythos within Russia, historically passed down from generation to generation in familial 
stories.4 VelvetBlade wholly dismisses comparisons to standard Cold War propaganda, 
asserting that neighboring states are not reacting to propaganda, but are instead 
"collectively traumatized by Russia for centuries".4 

●​ Linguistic OSINT: Associated network accounts like @ProjHastings contribute high-level 
linguistic intelligence, analyzing the unique power of Russian "mat" (underground 
obscenity language) and arguing that understanding this language is crucial for 
reconciling modern Russia’s embrace of brutality with its ancient culture, framing it as an 
expression of "Christo-colonization".4 

Vector 3: The Industrialization of Privatized Propaganda 
The network maintains a persistent, obsessive focus on the historical evolution and modern 
infrastructure of privatized digital propaganda, specifically targeting the legacy of entities like 
Cambridge Analytica and its parent company, the SCL Group. 

●​ Electoral Subversion: Both Dilley and VelvetBlade frequently return to the mechanics of 
SCL, utilizing it as the Rosetta Stone for understanding modern information warfare. They 
investigate how vast troves of consumer data and advanced psychological profiling were 
weaponized by "billionaires to hijack global democracies".4 

●​ Semantic Propaganda Tactics: The network dissects historical campaigns to reveal 
subliminal manipulation. VelvetBlade points out the semantic tricks embedded in digital 
propaganda, citing the Brexit "Be Leave" campaign as not just a slogan, but a subliminal 
psychological command instructing voters to "believe".4 

●​ Contemporary Domestic Propaganda ("Sound of Freedom"): The Farallon network 
actively applies these state-level analytical frameworks to contemporary domestic 
pop-culture phenomena. A sustained, multi-node collaborative investigation between 
VelvetBlade, Roma Smith (@RomajSmith36), and the central @laura_greenaura node 
targeted the financing, marketing, and distribution of the controversial film "Sound of 
Freedom" produced by Angel Studios.4 The network meticulously dismantled the studio's 
"pay it forward" ticket purchasing model, identifying it as an artificial mechanism 
designed to generate phantom box office numbers, resulting in theaters filled with empty 
seats.4 The network concluded that this was a propped-up sham intended to satisfy the 
"evangelical community" and QAnon adherents.4 Roma Smith explicitly posits that "Dark 



money is supporting this," demonstrating the network's structural tendency to draw 
direct lines between domestic religious propaganda and foreign (Russian or Chinese) 
geopolitical influence.4 

Adversarial Engagements and Digital 
Counter-Intelligence 
A defining characteristic of the Farallon/VelvetBlade network that separates it from passive 
academic researchers is its enthusiastic willingness to engage in direct, hostile digital 
confrontations. Civilian OSINT researchers frequently become targets of the entities they 
expose; however, this specific network actively litigates these conflicts in real-time, utilizing 
rapid open-source data aggregation to intimidate, discredit, and systematically dismantle their 
adversaries. 

The Trevor FitzGibbon Confrontation 
The network also executed a targeted engagement against Trevor FitzGibbon 
(@TrevorFitzgibb1), a prominent public relations executive who historically handled 
communications for major progressive organizations and controversial figures such as Julian 
Assange, before facing severe allegations of sexual harassment.4 

VelvetBlade confronts FitzGibbon directly in the public square regarding these allegations, 
citing reports that his PR firm "abruptly shut down Thursday amid allegations of sexual 
harassment & assault" originating from employees, clients, and other women.4 Furthermore, 
VelvetBlade utilizes OSINT methodology to track FitzGibbon's private, back-channel 
communications, confronting him with the deduction: "it's come to my attention that you 
privately reached out to journalists you felt were in alignment to write derogatory stories. Isn't 
that similar to your claims in the lawsuit except private, unseen reach outs?".4 This engagement 
demonstrates the network's terrifying capability to monitor private PR maneuvers and 
weaponize that knowledge offensively in a public forum to neutralize a target. 

The Defango Dismissal 
Brief but highly indicative of the network's self-perceived hierarchy is their interaction with 
Manuel Chavez III, operating as Defango (@manueldefango), a well-known, chaotic figure in 
the alternate reality game (ARG) and early QAnon-debunking spheres.4 VelvetBlade dismisses 
Defango's contributions to a complex thread with a sharply patronizing directive: "Please do try 
to keep up Defango".4 This single interaction indicates that the Farallon/VelvetBlade network 
views itself as possessing a vastly superior, professional tier of intelligence-gathering capability 
compared to the decentralized, amateur actors of the earlier QAnon-chasing era. 

Macro-Contextualization: Parallels in the Civilian 



Intelligence Ecosystem 
The Farallon LLC network does not exist in a vacuum. The organizational structure engineered 
by Claudia Tietze, the narrative amplification provided by Prof Dilley, and the tactical 
enforcement executed by VelvetBlade represent the institutionalization and refinement of a 
trend that began roughly in the early 2010s. To fully grasp the systemic significance of this 
network, its methodology must be meticulously mapped against parallel foundational nodes in 
the civilian OSINT ecosystem, specifically figures like Neal Rauhauser, Louise Mensch, and Dave 
Troy. 

Evolution from Hacktivism: The Neal Rauhauser Precedent 
Neal Rauhauser represents the proto-civilian intelligence operative, a figure whose 
methodologies bridged the gap between raw hacktivism and political intelligence. Emerging 
during the chaotic era of Anonymous, Gamergate, and early political hacking, Rauhauser 
became notorious for his aggressive application of digital dark arts. He utilized vast, sprawling 
networks of automated sockpuppet accounts to conduct political operations, psychological 
harassment, mass doxing, and the disruption of adversarial networks. 

The Farallon network, guided by Tietze, represents the professionalization, sanitization, and 
corporate refinement of the aggressive tactics pioneered by figures like Rauhauser. Where 
Rauhauser relied on chaotic, anonymous swarms to overwhelm adversaries, Claudia Tietze has 
formalized the process. By establishing a legally recognized LLC (farallon.io), writing thoughtful 
articles on Medium about the philosophy of OSINT, and acting as a high-level consultant 2, 
Tietze wraps the inherently invasive act of digital tracking in an impenetrable layer of corporate 
legitimacy. 

However, beneath the polished exterior, the core mechanics remain strikingly similar. The 
network's reliance on proxy arrays (the "Laura" network) to shield the primary actor, and the 
deployment of aggressive enforcers (VelvetBlade) to pressure, interrogate, and intimidate 
adversaries (like Arturo Tafoya and Trevor FitzGibbon), demonstrates that the fundamental 
reality of digital asymmetric warfare has not changed; it has simply been subjected to superior 
public relations and legal structuring. 

The Managed Narrative Amplifier: The Louise Mensch Parallel 
Louise Mensch, a former British Member of Parliament turned digital journalist, became a 
central, highly volatile node for civilian intelligence during the 2016 United States presidential 
election. Mensch aggressively amplified incredibly complex, and often highly speculative, 
open-source intelligence regarding Trump-Russia collusion. Mensch demonstrated how a 
singular, charismatic node could direct the investigative energy of thousands of amateur 
researchers, turning crowdsourced paranoia into actionable (though often flawed) intelligence 
narratives. 

The Prof Dilley account functions analogously within the Farallon ecosystem, executing the 
same amplification role but maintaining a more restrained, academic persona. Just as Mensch 



relied on anonymous hackers and frantic digital researchers for continuous data drops, Dilley 
relies entirely on VelvetBlade and the @laura_greenaura intelligence apparatus to supply 
actionable, granular intelligence.4 

The critical, defining difference lies in the organizational control structure. While Louise Mensch 
operated as a rogue, independent amplifier whose lack of oversight eventually degraded her 
credibility, the data strongly suggests that Dilley is functionally subordinate to the intelligence 
directives generated by Tietze and Farallon. Dilley does not dictate the targets; Farallon does. 
The amplifier is strictly managed by the intelligence firm, rather than the firm serving at the 
whims of the amplifier. This prevents the network from burning out its credibility through wild, 
unverified speculation, ensuring that the narratives broadcast by Dilley are forensically backed 
by VelvetBlade's rigid data aggregation. 

The Structural Architect: The Dave Troy Comparison 
Dave Troy is a highly regarded technologist and researcher renowned for conducting massive, 
data-driven network graph analyses. Troy utilizes algorithmic processing to visualize vast 
disinformation networks, tracking how distinct ideological clusters (e.g., Silicon Valley tech 
libertarians, Russian propagandists, crypto-anarchists, domestic extremists) overlap and 
intersect over time. 

Farallon LLC approaches the exact same geopolitical problem set but utilizes a fundamentally 
different, almost diametrically opposed methodology. While Troy relies on macro-level 
algorithmic network mapping to see the shape of the forest, Farallon explicitly champions 
"human-driven technology" and "lateral" human thinking.1 

Tietze's methodology, as evidenced by the network's communications, focuses intensely on the 
psychological, linguistic, and cultural nuances of specific targets. While Dave Troy maps the 
mathematical clusters of Russian bots, the Farallon network analyzes the cultural implications 
of Russian pokazukha and mat to understand the human intent behind the bots.1 Farallon acts 
as a highly specialized "boutique" analytical shop that targets specific, individual operational 
nodes (like a "digital sniper" 2), whereas researchers like Troy provide the macroeconomic, 
orbital view of the entire information battlefield. Both are essential to the modern OSINT 
ecosystem, but they represent entirely different evolutionary branches of data synthesis. 

Strategic Vulnerabilities and Organizational 
Implications 
An exhaustive analysis of the Farallon/Dilley/VelvetBlade civilian OSINT ecosystem yields several 
critical observations regarding the current state and future trajectory of privatized digital 
intelligence. 

1. The Illusion of Decentralization 

While the digital information landscape presents itself to the public as a chaotic, decentralized 



sea of independent actors and citizen journalists, structural analysis consistently reveals highly 
centralized, hierarchical command and control nodes. The VelvetBlade and Dilley accounts, 
which present as fiercely independent concerned citizens, are in reality tightly tethered to the 
@laura_greenaura node and, by direct extension, the commercial entity of Farallon LLC and 
Claudia Tietze. This phenomenon indicates that civilian OSINT is increasingly becoming a proxy 
battlespace, where professional intelligence consultants utilize astroturfed digital front 
organizations to wage narrative warfare without implicating their corporate brands. 

2. The Weaponization of "Situational Awareness"  Farallon LLC markets its services under 
the benign banner of providing "situational awareness" to help clients make informed 
decisions.1 However, the operational behavior of its digital proxy network demonstrates that 
this aggregated data is frequently weaponized for offensive purposes. The meticulous tracking 
of Trevor FitzGibbon's private outreach to journalists 4, or the systematic, public dismantling of 
Arturo Tafoya's claims of federal protection 4, are not passive acts of data collection. They are 
highly aggressive, offensive counterintelligence operations designed to neutralize adversaries, 
silence critics, and assert dominance in the information space. 

3. The Inherent Risk of Persona Collapse The network's heavy reliance on the dense "Laura" 
array of accounts introduces a massive, structural operational vulnerability. In traditional 
intelligence tradecraft, the cross-contamination of aliases inevitably degrades operational 
security. The continuous, repetitive tagging of @laura_greenaura by VelvetBlade in highly 
sensitive, public threads regarding sedition tracking, state-sponsored propaganda, and 
adversary harassment acts as a digital beacon.4 This lack of compartmentalization allows 
adversarial researchers to map the Farallon command structure with relative ease. If the central 
@laura_greenaura node is conclusively compromised or publicly linked to the corporate entity, 
the entire proxy network instantly loses its deniability, exposing Farallon LLC to severe 
reputational and potentially legal repercussions. 

4. The Feedback Loop of Ideological Radicalization Civilian OSINT networks, isolated from 
the rigid oversight mechanisms of institutional state intelligence, frequently fall victim to the 
same cognitive biases and paranoid ideations as the disinformation agents they dedicate their 
lives to tracking. In the network's relentless pursuit of identifying "dark money" behind domestic 
religious films like Sound of Freedom 4, or mapping thousands of disparate accounts to a 
singular conspiracy theory 4, there emerges a structural tendency to view all adversarial activity 
as a highly coordinated, state-sponsored monolithic threat. This results in a hyper-vigilant, 
perpetually escalated operational tempo where every domestic political opponent, PR 
executive, or rival researcher is potentially viewed through the paranoid lens of Russian 
subversion or organized, state-level sedition. 

Final Synthesized Deductions 
The intelligence ecosystem comprising Farallon LLC, Claudia Tietze, Paul Wright, Michelle 
DiGruttolo, Brad Snyder, Prof Dilley, and the tactical enforcer VelvetBlade represents the 
ultimate maturation of civilian open-source intelligence. It is the final evolutionary step from the 



decentralized, chaotic hacktivism of the early internet into structured, corporate-adjacent 
information warfare executed by former institutional intelligence operatives. 

By establishing a formalized commercial facade (farallon.io) while simultaneously managing a 
sprawling network of aggressive, persistent digital aliases (the "Laura" array), Tietze has 
constructed a boutique intelligence apparatus capable of projecting significant narrative power 
across the geopolitical spectrum. The network leverages military-grade OSINT methodology, 
cybercrime forensics, and high-level geopolitical framing to execute its objectives. 

The deeply asymmetrical control exerted over prominent public amplifier accounts like Dilley 
allows the core OSINT practitioners to remain completely insulated while their forensic findings 
dictate the digital conversation. As this network tracks the remnants of Cambridge Analytica, 
hunts participants in the January 6th insurrection, and combats the cultural nuances of Russian 
information operations, they utilize the exact tactics of narrative engineering, psychological 
pressure, and persona management utilized by their targets. 

Situated directly among historical parallels like the swarms of Neal Rauhauser, the erratic 
amplification of Louise Mensch, and the macroeconomic algorithmic mapping of Dave Troy, the 
Farallon network demonstrates a chilling reality: the future of digital intelligence lies not in 
massive, automated data scraping alone, but in the precise, human-driven weaponization of 
digital sociology, executed by "digital snipers" operating from the shadows of boutique 
corporate LLCs. 
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