
                                            

  Eight Strategies for Teaching Vocabulary to ELLs 

Six Strategies to Teach Vocabulary to ELLs 
 

ELL 2.0 Vocabulary Strategies 
 

Helping Academic ELLs Develop Productive Word Knowledge 

                       

Teaching Cognates 

https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/using-cognates-develop-comprehension-english 

Empowering ELLs Through Language Dives 

http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol13/1317-vilen.aspx?utm_source=ascdexpress&utm_medi

um=email&utm_campaign=Express-13-17 

Academic Conversation Activities 

https://jeffzwiers.org/videos 

Supporting ELLs’ Oral Language Development 

https://www.aft.org/ae/fall2018/walqui_heritage 

Accountable Talk 

https://betterlesson.com/lesson/509445/introduction-to-accountable-talk-with-big-anthony-an

d-the-magic-ring?from=cc_lesson 

Constructive Conversation Tools 

https://jeffzwiers.org/tools 

Academic Conversations with ELLs 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/improve-conversation-skills-ells-ousd 

Educating ELLs 

https://www.aft.org/ae/fall2018/august 

Supporting ELLs Through Station Rotation 

http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol13/1317-finegan.aspx?utm_source=ascdexpress&utm_m

edium=email&utm_campaign=Express-13-17 

English Learner Toolkit 

https://ncela.ed.gov/english-learner-toolkit 

Common Lit 

https://www.commonlit.org/ 

https://www.sadlier.com/school/ela-blog/8-strategies-for-teaching-ell-students-vocabulary-words-instructional-strategies-for-ell-students
https://owlcation.com/academia/How-to-Create-a-Vocabulary-Rich-Classroom-for-English-Language-Learners-6-Effective-Strategies
https://sites.google.com/erlc.ca/ell/language-routines/vocabulary
https://www.languagemagazine.com/2017/03/17/helping-academic-english-learners-develop-productive-word-knowledge/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/using-cognates-develop-comprehension-english
http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol13/1317-vilen.aspx?utm_source=ascdexpress&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Express-13-17
http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol13/1317-vilen.aspx?utm_source=ascdexpress&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Express-13-17
https://jeffzwiers.org/videos
https://www.aft.org/ae/fall2018/walqui_heritage
https://betterlesson.com/lesson/509445/introduction-to-accountable-talk-with-big-anthony-and-the-magic-ring?from=cc_lesson
https://betterlesson.com/lesson/509445/introduction-to-accountable-talk-with-big-anthony-and-the-magic-ring?from=cc_lesson
https://jeffzwiers.org/tools
https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/improve-conversation-skills-ells-ousd
https://www.aft.org/ae/fall2018/august
http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol13/1317-finegan.aspx?utm_source=ascdexpress&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Express-13-17
http://www.ascd.org/ascd-express/vol13/1317-finegan.aspx?utm_source=ascdexpress&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Express-13-17
https://ncela.ed.gov/english-learner-toolkit
https://www.commonlit.org/


Foundational Literacy Skills with Newcomers 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/building-foundational-literacy-sfusd 
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 7 Step Vocabulary  Method 

English-Chinese Vocabulary Quizzes 

English-Spanish Vocabulary Quizzes 

Learn English for Spanish Speakers 

Increasing Academic Language Knowledge for ELLs 

This article outlines three key strategies for expanding ELLs' mastery of academic language, along with 
examples and step-by-step explanations. 

 20 Minute ESL Vocabulary Lessons 

Helpful Vocabulary Links  

 

Reading A-Z: Graphic Organizers for Vocabulary Development   Vocabgrabber  

Internet Picture Dictionary  

Simple English Wiktionary 

Fun ESL Classroom Games 

The ESL games provided on Teach-This.com can be used to introduce new vocabulary, reinforce a language 
point, practice words or language structures, teach or practice grammar and improve core skills.  

Teaching English Learners Vocabulary Here you will find a variety of activities and lesson plans 
from Larry Ferlazzo designed specifically for vocabulary instruction for English language learners.  

https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/building-foundational-literacy-sfusd
https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/vocabulary-for-ells
http://iteslj.org/v/c/
http://iteslj.org/v/s/
http://www.internet4classrooms.com/learn_eng.htm
http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/increasing-academic-language-knowledge-english-language-learner-success
http://www.esl-lab.com/vocab/index.htm
http://tesolresources.weebly.com/vocabulary.html
https://www.readinga-z.com/vocabulary/vocabulary-graphic-organizers/
https://www.visualthesaurus.com/vocabgrabber/
http://www.pdictionary.com/
https://simple.wiktionary.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/29/learning/lesson-plans/enriching-academic-vocabulary-strategies-for-teaching-tier-two-words-to-ell-students.html


 

English Language Learners and Academic Language Helping English-language learners 
develop proficiency in academic language has always been a priority for K-12 educators, and its importance 
has only been heightened with the advent of the Common Core. 

http://www.edutopia.org/blog/english-language-learners-academic-language-larry-ferlazzo

