February 9, 2025
Discussion Guide: Working Faith

SUMMARY: In today's exploration of the tension between faith and works, we delved into the
profound teachings of James and Paul, two pivotal figures in the New Testament. This tension is
not merely a theological debate but a call to examine the essence of our faith and its
manifestation in our lives. James challenges us to consider the validity of a faith that does not
result in actionable works, while Paul emphasizes that our righteousness is credited through faith
alone, not by works. These perspectives, though seemingly contradictory, are complementary
when understood in their respective contexts. James uses the example of Abraham and Rahab to
illustrate that genuine faith is evidenced by works. Abraham'’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac and
Rahab's protection of the spies are acts of faith that demonstrate a heart aligned with God's wiill.
James is not advocating for a works-based salvation but is urging us to evaluate whether our
faith is alive and transformative. He emphasizes that faith without works is dead, urging us to
reflect on whether our faith has resulted in a heart that is alive to the things of God. Paul, on the
other hand, speaks to the futility of relying on works as boundary markers of faith, particularly in a
Jewish context. He argues that our relationship with God is not maintained by religious rituals but
by faith in Jesus Christ. This faith is not a mere intellectual assent but a transformative belief that
results in a life surrendered to God. Both James and Paul call us to a deeper understanding of
faith—a faith that is not static but dynamic, one that transforms our hearts and compels us to act
with mercy and compassion. This is not about earning salvation but about living out the reality of
a faith that has truly encountered the grace of God.

KEY TAKEAWAYS:

e Faith and Works in Harmony. James and Paul offer complementary views on faith and
works. James emphasizes that genuine faith is evidenced by works, while Paul underscores
that righteousness is credited through faith alone. Together, they call us to a faith that is
both alive and transformative.

e The Essence of Faith: James challenges us to evaluate the essence of our faith. If our faith
does not result in actionable works, it may be dead. This is not about earning salvation but
about living out a faith that has truly encountered God's grace.

e Mercy as a Reflection of Faith: James highlights mercy as a key expression of faith. A heart
that has come alive to God will naturally overflow with mercy and compassion towards
others, reflecting the mercy we have received from God.

e Paul's Perspective on Works: Paul warns against relying on religious rituals as boundary
markers of faith. Our relationship with God is not maintained by works but by faith in Jesus
Christ, which transforms our hearts and compels us to act with love.



Surrendering to God's Grace: True faith involves surrendering our lives to God, allowing His
Spirit to transform us. This is not about achieving perfection but about living in response to
the grace we have received, resulting in a life that reflects God's love and mercy.

THIS WEEK'S SCRIPTURAL TEXT: James 2:14-26

OBSERVATION QUESTIONS:

What examples does James use to illustrate the relationship between faith and works? How
do these examples support his argument?

2. According to Paul in Romans 4:1-5, how is righteousness credited to believers? What role do
works play in this process?

3. How does James describe faith that does not result in works? What language does he use
to convey the seriousness of this issue?

4. What is the significance of the term "creedal confession” as used in the sermon, and how
does it relate to the concept of a working faith?

INTERPRETATION QUESTIONS:

1. How do James and Paul’'s perspectives on faith and works complement each other, despite
appearing contradictory at first glance?

2. In what ways does James challenge believers to evaluate the essence of their faith? How
does this challenge relate to the concept of a living faith?

3. How does the sermon suggest that mercy is a reflection of genuine faith? What implications
does this have for how believers should live?

4. How does the sermon explain the difference between religious rituals and a transformative

faith in the context of Paul’s teachings?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS:

1.

Reflect on your own faith journey. Can you identify moments where your faith has resulted
in actionable works? How did these actions reflect a heart aligned with God’s will?

Consider the role of mercy in your life. How can you actively demonstrate mercy and
compassion towards others in your community this week?

How do you balance the tension between faith and works in your daily life? Are there areas
where you might be relying too heavily on one over the other?

Think about a time when you relied on religious rituals as boundary markers of your faith.
How can you shift your focus towards a transformative faith in Jesus Christ?

Identify a specific area in your life where you need to surrender more fully to God’s grace.
What steps can you take this week to allow His Spirit to transform you?

How can you ensure that your faith is not just a creedal confession but a living faith that
actively engages with the world around you?



7. Reflect on the examples of Abraham and Rahab. How can their stories inspire you to live out
a faith that is both alive and transformative?

5-DAY DEVOTIONAL:

Day 1: Faith and Works in Harmony: James and Paul offer complementary views on the relationship
between faith and works. James emphasizes that genuine faith is evidenced by works, suggesting
that a faith that does not result in actionable deeds may be dead. This is not about earning
salvation but about living out a faith that has truly encountered God's grace. Paul, on the other
hand, underscores that righteousness is credited through faith alone, not by works. He warns
against relying on religious rituals as boundary markers of faith, emphasizing that our relationship
with God is maintained by faith in Jesus Christ. Together, they call us to a faith that is both alive
and transformative, urging us to reflect on whether our faith has resulted in a heart that is alive to
the things of God.

James 2:17-18 (CSB): In the same way faith, if it does not have works, is dead by itself. But someone
will say, “You have faith, and | have works.” Show me your faith without works, and | will show you
faith by my works.

Reflection: Consider an area in your life where your faith could be more evident through your
actions. What is one specific step you can take today to align your actions with your faith?

Day 2: The Essence of Faith: James challenges us to evaluate the essence of our faith, urging us to
consider whether our faith is alive and transformative. He uses the examples of Abraham and
Rahab to illustrate that genuine faith is evidenced by works. Abraham's willingness to sacrifice
Isaac and Rahab's protection of the spies are acts of faith that demonstrate a heart aligned with
God's will. This is not about earning salvation but about living out a faith that has truly
encountered God's grace. James emphasizes that faith without works is dead, urging us to reflect
on whether our faith has resulted in a heart that is alive to the things of God.

Hebrews 11:17-19 (CSB): By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac. He received the
promises and yet he was offering his one and only son, the one to whom it had been said, Your
offspring will be traced through Isaac. He considered God to be able even to raise someone from
the dead; therefore, he received him back, figuratively speaking.

Reflection: Reflect on a recent decision or action. Did it reflect a faith that is alive and
transformative? How can you ensure your future decisions align with a living faith?



Day 3: Mercy as a Reflection of Faith: James highlights mercy as a key expression of faith,
suggesting that a heart that has come alive to God will naturally overflow with mercy and

compassion towards others. This reflects the mercy we have received from God. Genuine faith is
not static but dynamic, transforming our hearts and compelling us to act with mercy and
compassion. This is not about earning salvation but about living out the reality of a faith that has
truly encountered the grace of God.

Micah 6:8 (CSB): Mankind, he has told each of you what is good and what it is the Lord requires of
you: to act justly, to love faithfulness, and to walk humbly with your God.

Reflection: Think of someone in your life who needs to experience God's mercy through you. How
can you show them compassion and kindness today?

Day 4: Paul's Perspective on Works: Paul warns against relying on religious rituals as boundary
markers of faith, emphasizing that our relationship with God is not maintained by works but by
faith in Jesus Christ. This faith is not a mere intellectual assent but a transformative belief that
results in a life surrendered to God. Paul calls us to a deeper understanding of faith, one that
transforms our hearts and compels us to act with love. This is not about achieving perfection but
about living in response to the grace we have received, resulting in a life that reflects God's love
and mercy.

Galatians 5:6 (CSB): For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision accomplishes
anything; what matters is faith working through love.

Reflection: Identify a religious ritual or practice you may be relying on as a marker of your faith.
How can you shift your focus to a faith that works through love?

Day 5: Surrendering to God's Grace: True faith involves surrendering our lives to God, allowing His

Spirit to transform us. This is not about achieving perfection but about living in response to the
grace we have received. A life surrendered to God reflects His love and mercy, compelling us to
act with mercy and compassion. Both James and Paul call us to a deeper understanding of faith,
one that is not static but dynamic, transforming our hearts and compelling us to act with love. This
is not about earning salvation but about living out the reality of a faith that has truly encountered
the grace of God.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (CSB): We all, with unveiled faces, are looking as in a mirror at the glory of the
Lord and are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory; this is from the Lord who
is the Spirit.

Reflection: What is one area of your life where you find yourself holding back from surrendering to
Jesus? What would surrendering this area to Him actually look like in terms of daily habits?



