
 

19th Century Choices 
 
So we’ve read a few authors, and I want to do a little more.  You get to choose a story by the 
author you’ve liked the most so far or someone new.  
 
 Use the links below to find stories.  Choose by title and give that story a chance.  If you don’t 
like it after a page or so, move on to another.  
 
Once you find a story you like and you think others would like, you can complete an activity for it 
like you did for “Dr. Heidegger's Experiment” 
 
Or check these options out: 
 

 

Western stories: 
"Blue Hotel"  A card game at a hotel turns into a fight 
"Luck of Roaring Camp" A baby is born at a gold miner’s camp 
"Very Short on Law and Order" (How to rotate the copy) 
Wild tales of some wild men--cattle rustling and robberies 
 

“The Long Arm” Mary Wilkins Freeman: an award winning murder mystery from 

the late 1800s. 

 

“An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” Ambrose Bierce--a Civil War Spy is about 

to be hanged.  What are his last thoughts? 

 

“Parker Adderson, Philosopher” by Ambrose Bierce.--A spy acts brave and 

philosophical until faced with death 

 

“1,000,000 Pound Note” by Mark Twain--two rich men bet on a man’s fate to see if 

a million dollar bill will save his life. 

 

https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/the-blue-hotel.pdf
http://www.bartleby.com/ebook/adobe/3104.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B44-BOt3k_dfSmJiaUJrRWZteWJZcFB4ZDRlbDBiNU1YMkpj/view
https://www.google.com/search?q=how+to+rotate+a+pdf+in+google+drive&rlz=1C1GGRV_enUS758US758&oq=how+to+rotate+a+pdf&aqs=chrome.2.69i57j0l5.8835j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
http://wilkinsfreeman.info/Short/LongArmD.htm
https://americanliterature.com/author/ambrose-bierce/short-story/an-occurrence-at-owl-creek-bridge
https://americanliterature.com/author/ambrose-bierce/short-story/parker-adderson-philosopher
https://s3.amazonaws.com/booksatwork/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Twain-Million-Pound-Note.pdf


 

“Cannibalism in the Cars” by Mark Twain--a trainful of passengers stranded in a 

snowstorm create a political process to survive. 

 

“The Sheriff’s Children” by Charles Chestnutt--a murder in a small town reveals 

something about the sheriff, his prisoner and live after the civil war.  

 

“The Lady or the Tiger” by Frank R. Stockton--a young man and a princess want 

to marry. In order to decide whether to honor the young man’s request--he is not 

a royal, the king implements an unusual, and definite way to decide. 

 

"The Minister's Black Veil" by Nathaniel Hawthorne. A young Minister appear wearing a 

black veil over his face.  The townspeople puzzle over his meaning and have to 

deal with this strange situation. 

 

“The Artist of the Beautiful”  by Nathniel Hawthorne.  A blacksmith and a 

watchmaker both want to marry a young woman.  The watch maker is also trying 

to create a machine that comes to life. 

 
“Miss Grief” by Constance Fenimore Woolson.  A woman approaches a successful writer for advice.  He 
finds her writing inspired.  Will he help her find success. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Other author choices: 
More Freeman (Author of “The Long Arm”  

Charles Chesnutt Archive 

Mark Twain 

http://micah.cowan.name/cannibalism/cannibalism-orig.pdf
https://chesnuttarchive.org/item/ccda.works00017
https://www.eastoftheweb.com/short-stories/UBooks/LadyTige.shtml
http://www.online-literature.com/hawthorne/146/
https://www.pinkmonkey.com/dl/library1/gac003.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://www.loa.org/images/pdf/Woolson_Miss_Grief.pdf
https://americanliterature.com/author/mary-e-wilkins-freeman
http://www.chesnuttarchive.org/
https://americanliterature.com/author/mark-twain


 

Hawthorne--Author of “Dr. Heidegger” 

Kate Chopin--Author of “Story of an Hour 

Ambrose Bierce--Author of Owl Creek Bridge” 

Charles Chesnutt Archive--Author of “The Sheriff’s Children” 

Fanny Fern Links:--Author of “Look on this Picture and that 

 

My 19th Century Links Page 

19th Century Children’s Lit 

Some Choices from a class of mine  

 

 
 

https://americanliterature.com/author/nathaniel-hawthorne
https://americanliterature.com/author/kate-chopin
https://americanliterature.com/author/ambrose-bierce
http://www.chesnuttarchive.org/
http://utc.iath.virginia.edu/sentimnt/fernhp.html
https://sites.google.com/a/bvsd.org/pfouts-index/19th-century-american-lit/links-page
http://www.merrycoz.org/sitemap.xhtml
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y7kzoTu3SSgJAzT23dKNqx01m8Lqz773IiT9z6uBlDw/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/a/bvsd.org/pfouts-index/19th-century-american-lit/links-page

