
 

2026–27 Assessment Schedule  

Assessment  
(in order of date the 
assessment is given) 

Grade(s) Selected Date(s) of Test 

Kindergarten Readiness 

Assessment (KRA) 

Kindergarten First 45 Days of School 
9/8 

Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 
and Iowa Assessments (IA) 

Grade: 2 10/5- CogAT Picture 
Analogies, Sentence 
Completion, and Picture 
Classification  
10/6- CogAT Number 
Analogies, Puzzles, and Series 
10/7- CogAT Figure Matrices 
and Classifications, Paper 
Folding 
10/20- IOWA Reading 
10/21- IOWA Mathematics 
Make-up Testing: 10/22 & 
10/23 

ASVAB Grades: 11 & 12 October 7 

The College Board: 
PSAT/NMSQT/ SC Junior 
Scholars Program 

Grades: 8 & 10  
(identified students only in 8th 
grade) 

October 7 

Career Readiness Grades: 11th & 12th Fall: Not available 
Winter: March 23 & 24 

EOCEP Grades: 9-11 enrolled in 
Algebra 1, Biology 1, English 2 
and United States History and 
the Constitution 

Semester 1: Eng 2 Writing 
Dec. 1; All others Dec. 10-17 
Semester 2: Eng 2 Writing May 
4; All others May 19- 25 

ACCESS for ELLs Grades K-12  ES: Reading-1/25  

 



 

English Language Learners Listening-1/26 
Writing-1/28 
Speaking/Writing-1/29 
 
MS: Reading-1/25; 
Listening-1/27; Writing-1/29; 
Speaking-2/3 
HS: Reading-1/26; 
Listening-1/28; Writing-2/3; 
Speaking-2/4 

Performance Task Assessments 

(PTA)  

Feb. 16 - March 4 
 

Grade: 2nd - 5th  
*Qualifying Students Only 

Grades 4 & 5:  
February 17th-19th 
Grades 2 & 3:  
February 24th-26th 
Make-Ups: Week of March 2nd 

ACT Grade: 11 March 3 

SAT Grade: 11 March 10 

SC Ready 
 
https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessm
ent-information/student-and-par
ent-resources/  
(Parent Resource Webpage) 

Grades: 3-8 
 
Elementary testing begins at 
8:00 AM and Middle School 
testing begins at 8:30 AM.    
 
SC Ready tests are untimed. 

May 4 (Reading A Grades 3-5) 
May 5 (Reading B Grades 3-5) 
May 6 (Writing Grades 3-5) 
May 11 (Math Grades 3-5) 
May 12 (Science Grade 4) 
May 13 (Reading Grades 6-8) 
May 14 (Writing Grades 6-8) 
May 18 (Math Grades 6-8) 
May 19 (Science Grade 6) 

AP Lit Exam Grades: 11 & 12 May 6  

●​ In addition STAR testing administered to students in kindergarten through eighth grade will be 
held in August, December, and April and will be communicated by the classroom teachers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessment-information/student-and-parent-resources/
https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessment-information/student-and-parent-resources/
https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessment-information/student-and-parent-resources/


 
ADDITIONAL TESTING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
 
 
  Source: State Assessments for High School 

               
Test 
Name 

   Proposed 
Testing Date 

Purpose Amount of 
time needed to 
take  

Time frame of 
results 

PSAT/N
MSQT 

Oct. 7th Taking the 
PSAT/NMSQT gives 
you a risk-free way to 
practice for the SAT, 
qualify for millions of 
dollars in college 
scholarships, and find 
out which academic 
areas need more work 
before college.  

About 2 - 3 
hours 

Around 2 -3 weeks 
within taking exam 

ASVAB Oct. 7th The ASVAB (Armed 
Services Vocational 
Aptitude Battery) is a 
multi-aptitude test used 
by the United States 
military to determine if 
you can enlist and 
which specific jobs you 
qualify to do. High 
schools also use it as a 
career exploration tool 
for students.  

About 2-3 hours Around 2 -3 weeks 
within taking exam 

EOC 
(Fall 26) 

Eng. 2 Writing - 
12/1  
Reg. EOCs - 
12/10 - 12/17  

An End-of-Course 
(EOC) exam measures 
a student's knowledge 
and skill mastery in 
core high school 
subjects like algebra, 
biology, and English. 
States use EOC scores 
to evaluate school 
performance, 
document academic 
progress, and often 
count the test as a set 
percentage of the final 
class grade  

Not timed 
Depends on 
student 

Around 2-3 days 
within taking exam 

ACT March 3rd The ACT is a 
standardized entrance 

About 2-3 hours Around 2 -3 weeks 
within taking exam 

 

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/psat-nmsqt


 

exam used by U.S. 
colleges and 
universities to evaluate 
high school students 
and make 
undergraduate 
admissions and 
scholarship decisions.  

SAT March 10th The SAT is a 
standardized test used 
by colleges and 
universities to evaluate 
high school students 
for undergraduate 
admissions. 

About 2-3 hours Around 2 -3 weeks 
within taking exam 

Career 
Ready  

March 23rd & 
March 24th 

College and career 
readiness is important 
because it equips 
students with the 
academic knowledge, 
practical skills, and 
clear direction needed 
to transition smoothly 
into higher education or 
the workforce. 

About 2-3 hours Schools know 
results within the 
day but 
parents/students 
will receive record 
in August of 
following school 
year 

EOC 
(Spring 
27) 

Eng. 2 Writing - 
May 4th  
Reg. EOCs - 
May 5/19 - 5/25 
 

An End-of-Course 
(EOC) exam measures 
a student's knowledge 
and skill mastery in 
core high school 
subjects like algebra, 
biology, and English. 
States use EOC scores 
to evaluate school 
performance, 
document academic 
progress, and often 
count the test as a set 
percentage of the final 
class grade 

Not timed 
Depends on 
student 

Around 2-3 days 
within taking exam 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
ADDITIONAL TESTING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 
 
 
  Source: State Assessments for Elementary School  

               Test Name    Proposed 
Testing Date 

Purpose Amount of 
time needed to 
take  

Time frame of 
results 

KRA 9/8 
The 
Kindergarte
n Readiness 
Assessment 
(KRA) is 
used in 
South 
Carolina to 
provide a 
snapshot of 
a child’s 
readiness 
for 
kindergarten 
and to help 
teachers 
understand 
each 
student’s 
strengths 
and areas 
where 
additional 
support may 
be needed. 
The 
assessment 
measures 
skills across 
four areas: 
Social 
Foundations
, Language 
and 
Literacy, 
Mathematic
s, and 
Physical 
Well-Being. 
According to 
South 

20 minutes for 
the online 
portion 
 
10 minutes for 
the 1:1 
materials 

Must be taken 
within the first 45 
days of school.  
For the South 
Carolina 
Kindergarten 
Readiness 
Assessment 
(KRA), results can 
be available very 
quickly. Once a 
teacher has 
entered all 50 item 
scores for an 
individual student, 
the Individual 
Student Report 
(ISR) can be 
generated 
immediately and 
shared with the 
family.  
The KRA itself must 
be administered 
within the first 45 
days of the 
kindergarten 
school year. So, 
unlike some 
statewide tests 
where families may 
wait weeks or 
months for scores, 
KRA results are 
generally 
available as soon 
as the teacher 
completes and 
enters the child's 
assessment data.  

 



 

Carolina 
standards, 
the 
information 
gathered 
from the 
KRA is 
intended to 
guide 
appropriate 
instruction, 
support 
individual 
student 
needs, and 
help families 
and 
educators 
work 
together to 
promote 
successful 
learning. 
(ed.sc.gov) 

 

Cognitive Abilities 
Test (CogAT) and 
Iowa Assessments 
(IA) 

10/5, 10/6, 
10/7 
10/20, 10/21, 
10/22 

In South 
Carolina, 
the 
second-grad
e CogAT 
and Iowa 
Assessment
s are used 
primarily to 
screen 
students for 
the state’s 
Gifted and 
Talented 
programs. 
The CogAT 
measures a 
student’s 
reasoning 
and 
cognitive 
abilities, 
while the 
Iowa 

CogAT: about 2 
hours total, 
divided into 
three sessions 
(Verbal, 
Quantitative, 
and Nonverbal). 
Iowa Reading: 
about 45 
minutes 
Iowa Math: 
about 50 
minutes 
 

In South Carolina, 
CogAT results for 
second graders 
are typically 
returned to 
districts several 
weeks after the 
fall testing 
window closes. 
For the 2026–27 
school year, the 
CogAT and Iowa 
testing window is 
October 5–27, 
2026, and the 
South Carolina 
Department of 
Education lists 
December 13, 
2026 as the date 
when data files and 
score reports will 
be delivered to 

 

https://ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/kindergarten-readiness-assessment-kra/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

Assessment 
measures 
achievemen
t in areas 
such as 
reading and 
mathematic
s. Together, 
the results 
help identify 
students 
who 
demonstrate 
high 
academic 
ability or 
potential 
and may 
qualify for 
gifted and 
talented 
services. 
The 
assessment
s also 
provide 
teachers 
with 
information 
that can 
help guide 
instruction 
and meet 
students’ 
learning 
needs.  

districts. (South 
Carolina 
Department of 
Education) 

So, parents can 
generally expect 
results around 
December, 
although the exact 
date they receive 
the results depends 
on how quickly their 
school or district 
processes and 
shares them. The 
CogAT results are 
then used along 
with the Iowa 
results as part of 
South Carolina's 
Gifted and Talented 
identification 
process. (South 
Carolina 
Department of 
Education) 

South Carolina 
Department of 
Education – Grade 
2 Gifted & Talented 
Assessment 
Information 

 

ACCESS for ELLs Reading-1/25  
Listening-1/2
6 
Writing-1/28 
Speaking/Wr
iting-1/29 

The 
purpose of 
ACCESS 
testing is to 
measure the 
English 
language 
developmen
t of 
elementary 
English 
Language 
Learners 
(ELLs) in 

For WIDA 
ACCESS for 
ELLs, the 
testing time 
varies by grade 
level and by the 
student’s 
English 
proficiency. As 
a general guide 
for elementary 
students: 

Typically, ACCESS 
for ELLs results 
are available 
several weeks 
after testing is 
completed. In 
many schools, 
teachers and 
families receive the 
Individual Student 
Reports (ISRs) 
around 6–8 weeks 
after the testing 
window closes, 

 

https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/gifted-and-talented-program-grade-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

listening, 
speaking, 
reading, and 
writing. The 
assessment 
helps 
teachers 
understand 
students’ 
progress in 
learning 
academic 
English and 
identify 
areas where 
they may 
need 
additional 
support. 
ACCESS 
results also 
help schools 
monitor 
students’ 
language 
growth and 
make 
informed 
decisions 
about 
instruction 
and English 
language 
services.  

●​ Listenin
g: about 
20–30 
minutes 

●​ Reading
: about 
20–30 
minutes 

●​ Writing: 
about 
30–50 
minutes 

●​ Speakin
g: about 
15–20 
minutes 

 

although the exact 
timeline depends 
on the state and 
testing year.  

Performance Task 

Assessments (PTA)  

Feb. 16 - March 4 

Feb. 16 - 

March 4 

Helps 
identify 
students 
who may 
qualify for 
state-funded 
gifted and 
talented 
education 
programs. 
Under 
South 
Carolina 
State Board 
of Education 
Regulation 

60 Minutes 
For the 2025–26 
school year, South 
Carolina’s schedule 
shows: 

●​ PTA testing 
window: 
February 
17–March 
13, 2026 

●​ Data files 
sent to 
districts: 
May 15, 
2026 

 



 

43-220, the 
PTA is used 
to evaluate 
Dimension 
C—intellect
ual/academi
c 
performanc
e, 
particularly 
students’ 
ability to 
demonstrate 
characteristi
cs such as 
problem-sol
ving, inquiry, 
persistence, 
reflection, 
and creative 
thinking. 
The 
assessment 
is not 
intended as 
a general 
achievemen
t test; rather, 
it provides 
an 
additional 
measure for 
identifying 
students 
whose 
aptitude or 
achievemen
t results 
indicate 
they may 
benefit from 
further 
screening 
for gifted 
services.  

●​ Individual 
Student 
Reports 
(ISRs) 
shipped to 
districts: 
May 29, 
2026 

 

SC Ready 
 
https://ed.sc.gov/tes

May 4 
(Reading A 
Grades 3-5) 

The 
purpose of 
the SC 
READY 
state 

 

Districts will receive 
electronic copies of 
Individual Student 
Reports (ISRs) by 
July 15. By July 30, 

 

https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessment-information/student-and-parent-resources/


 

ts/assessment-inform
ation/student-and-pa
rent-resources/  
(Parent Resource 
Webpage) 

May 5 
(Reading B 
Grades 3-5) 
May 6 
(Writing 
Grades 3-5) 
May 11 (Math 
Grades 3-5) 
May 12 
(Science 
Grade 4) 

assessmen
t is to 
measure 
how well 
students are 
meeting 
South 
Carolina’s 
academic 
standards in 
English 
language 
arts and 
mathematic
s. The 
assessment 
helps 
teachers, 
schools, 
parents, and 
the state 
understand 
students’ 
strengths 
and areas 
where 
additional 
support may 
be needed. 
SC READY 
results are 
used to 
monitor 
student 
progress, 
identify 
learning 
needs, and 
help schools 
make 
informed 
decisions 
about 
instruction. 
The 
assessment 
is one way 
South 
Carolina 
measures 
whether 

districts will receive 
paper copies to 
distribute to 
parents. • Student 
results are reported 
as scale scores, 
performance levels 
(Exceeds, Meets, 
Approaches, or 
Does Not Meet), 
and performance 
by reporting 
category (Low, 
Middle, or High) for 
each test.  

 

https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessment-information/student-and-parent-resources/
https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessment-information/student-and-parent-resources/
https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessment-information/student-and-parent-resources/


 

students are 
developing 
the 
knowledge 
and skills 
they need to 
be 
successful 
in the next 
grade level 
and beyond.  

STAR Fall, Winter 
and Spring 
 
Fall- 8/25 
 
Winter- 12/8 
 
Spring- 4/20 
 
 

Star is a 
state  
required 
assessment 
and a 
customized 
test for 
students to 
take on a 
computer. 
The test is 
designed for 
students in 
grades K 
through 8th. 
As a student 
takes the 
assessment
, the 
software 
selects 
items based 
on the 
student’s 
responses. 
 

Star Early 
Literacy 
consists of 27 
items and 
generally takes 
fewer than 15 
minutes for the 
student to 
complete the 
assessment. 

Star Reading 
consists of 34 
items (25 for 
progress 
monitoring) and 
generally takes 
fewer than 30 
minutes for the 
student to 
complete the 
assessment.  

Star Math 
consists of 34 
items (24 for 
progress 
monitoring) and 
takes 
approximately 
20 minutes for 
the student to 
complete the 
assessment. 

Star reports will be 
sent home after 
each screening 
within a week of the 
assessment. Math 
and reading reports 
will be sent at the 
same time. A 
resource flyer will 
be included with 
each of these 
reports. 
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