
Ms. Sharon Walker 
swalker@lindop92.org 
Office Hours: vary by trimester - check schedule 
Office Phone: (708) 786-6402 
 
Course Description:  
8th grade music appreciation allows students to explore, create, analyze and research different aspects 
of music both through technology, history, and literature. Students will also be piloting smithsonian 
folkways - Power to the people - civil rights movement through music.  
 
Illinois music state standards: 

●​ MU CR 1.1.i: a. Compose and/or improvise melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic ideas for simple melodies 
and accompaniments for given melodies. 

●​ MU CR 2.1.i: a. Select, develop, and use notation and/or audio/video recording to document melodic, 
rhythmic, and harmonic ideas for drafts of simple melodies. 

●​ MU CR 2.1.i: b. Use standard and/or iconic notation and/ or audio/video recording to document 
personal rhythmic phrases, melodic phrases, and harmonic sequences. 

●​ MU CR 3.1.i: a. Evaluate, critique, and refine draft compositions and improvisations based on 
knowledge, skill, and teacher-provided criteria. 

●​ MU CR 3.1.i: b. Present the final version of a personal composition or arrangement, using 
musicianship and originality to utilize various compositional techniques and convey expressive intent. 

●​ MU CR 3.1.i: c. Share personally developed and refined melodic and rhythmic ideas or motives – 
individually or as an ensemble – that demonstrate understanding of characteristics of music or 
texts studied in class. 

●​ MU PR 6.1.i: a. Demonstrate technical accuracy and expressive qualities, as well as an 
understanding of expressive intent, in prepared and improvised performances of a varied 
repertoire of music representing diverse cultures, styles, and genres. 

●​ MU RE 7.1.i: b. Compare passages in musical selections and explain how the elements of music and 
context inform the response. 

●​ MU RE 7.1.i: c. Identify and compare the context of programs of music from a variety of genres, 
cultures, and historical periods as developmentally appropriate. 

●​ MU RE. 8.1.i: a. Explain and support the meaning of musical works, citing as evidence the elements 
of music, context, and personal research. 

●​ MU RE 9.1.i: Evaluate works and performances based on collaboratively developed criteria, 
including analysis of the structure and context. 

●​ MU CN 10.1.i: a. Demonstrate how interests, knowledge, and skills relate to personal choices and 
intent when creating, performing, and responding to music as developmentally appropriate. 

●​ MU CN 11.1.i: a. Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts, 
other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life as developmentally appropriate. 

 
Required materials for class: 

●​ Pencils / colored pencil  
●​ Chrome book (occasionally) 
●​ Headphones (chromebook, ipad, etc.) 
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●​ Folder with your name on it (keep in class) 
●​ Headphones 

 
8th Grade music appreciation Units: 

●​ Trimester 1: smithsonian folkway - power to the people: Civil right movements through music – pilot 
units 1 through 5  

●​ Trimester 2; Black music history musician project - select and research an influential african 
american / black musician during black history month and present research  

●​ Trimester 3: projects that reflect continued education through music leading into high school, 
including hip hop and shakespeare as well as careers in music  

 
Continued additional units: 

●​ Musician / genre of the month 
●​ Listening glyphs 
●​ Reading Literature 

 
required literature: 

●​ “On the Come up” by Anige Thomas 
 
Grading policy: 

●​ 50% = participation – every class period students are given 10 points at the beginning of each 
class period. Points may be reduced by, but not limited to: coming to class unprepared (not having 
required materials), excessive talking, refusal to participate, disruptive to themselves or others, 
not following classroom rules and expectations 

○​ These points are non-negotiable and can not be made up. Students are not deducted 
participation points if they are absent / not present in school / had to be excused for 
another class/state testing 

●​ 50% = assessment – this can include projects, worksheets, quizzes, playing tests, etc. 
○​ Students are responsible for making up work should they be absent for any reason 
○​ Projects and worksheets are expected to be turned in on time - all projects and 

worksheets are completed in class 
■​ Classroom time is given to students to complete projects in a timely manner - if a 

student needs more time to complete their project and do not have a computer at 
home, they can request a chromebook to be checked out through our technology 
director 

■​ If a student is absent, they may turn in their assignment with a grace period of 
how many days they were absent (for example, 3 days absent = 3 days to make up 
assignment) 

■​ Missed assignments can receive up to 90% completion points 
 
Code of conduct: 
Students are expected to follow the code of conduct and abide by all rules and regulations laid out in the 
parent/student guidelines. Please reference the code of conduct for lists of expectations and consequences 
by visiting www.lindop92.net - and clicking on the drop down menu “parent” and selecting “parent student 
handbook.” 
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