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MIKE:  Has he, he got inducted into the Hall of Fame, right? He's the only undrafted Hall of 
Famer. 
ADAM:  He did, he did you, you kind spoiled the-- 
MIKE:  Oh, sorry-- 
ADAM:  --surprise-- 
MIKE:  Sorry, I'm so I was just so happy for him. 
ADAM:  No, it's okay it is, it is pretty awesome. 
 
Intro Music [0:11] 
 
MIKE:  Sup nerds, it's Basketball. Welcome to Horse, a Basketball Podcast about everything 
except for the wins and losses. My name is Mike Schubert and I'm joined by my trusted co host. 
The, we're having a live show to, it's happening on February 3, 2022. It's Adam Mamawala. 
Adam, how's it going after that beautifully natural transitions? 
ADAM:  Seamless plug. It's going great. 
MIKE:  Everyone, check it out, go to bit.ly/horse2322. You may have noticed that in the last 
episode, when I said it, I sounded very robotic, where I said, horse23 and then edited in 22. 
Because I didn't check that someone hadn't taken that bit.ly before recording. And if you go to 
bit.li/horse23, that's very different. So now you go to bit.ly/horse2322, we're going to be doing a 
live show where we rank every single NBA dance team from worst to first and I am elated. 
ADAM:  That's gonna be a lot of fun. And this also begs the question is this bit.ly that was 
already claimed the new @Horsehoops on Twitter? 
MIKE:  Oh, it could be. I think it was someone selling some sort of merch. 
ADAM:  Hmm. 
MIKE:  When I, when I typed it in. So, yeah. 
ADAM:  Horse related merch? Saddles and such? 
MIKE:  I couldn't tell you. This was like one in the morning when I was updating the website and 
getting ready to publish the episode. And when I was on bit.ly to claim horse23 it was like oh, 
this is already taken and I was in full frantic mode. But yeah, it's gonna be a very fun time. You 
can get tickets, it will be a completely digital live stream. You can watch it live or if 7pm Eastern 
time on Thursday, February 3rd is not a good time for you. You can watch the replay of it After 
the Fact or you can watch a live and replay After the Fact you'll have that link forever. So check 
it out, that.os/horse2322, Horse in that is all lowercase and then it's numbers. But Adam before 
we talk about Basketball because there is some spicy basketball stuff to discuss that happened 
the day before we recorded and the morning before we recorded it's a revelation New Year, new 



us, no curse anymore? (question mark). We got to get prepped and where we get prepped is 
the Teal Memorial Locker Room. 
  
TEAL MEMORIAL LOCKER ROOM [2:29 - 10:00] 
 
MIKE:  And with that, we can leave the Teal Memorial Locker Room and get into Full Court 
Press, get into like the news. 
ADAM:  Yes. 
MIKE:  So there's some spicy stuff going on. We're going to save the spiciest for last. And that 
is the feud between Devin Booker and the mascot for the Toronto Raptors. But before we get 
there, there's actually some NBA trade stuff happening. And this morning, we're recording this 
on Thursday, January 13. This morning, the New York Knicks, not only made a trade that isn't 
bad, not only made a trade that is good, but a consensus trade where everyone is just saying, 
yeah, the Knicks won that trade. Which I do not recall the last time that has happened. I don't 
know if I've been alive the last time that has happened. We have acquired Cam Reddish for 
Kevin Knox who was not good at Basketball. And a first round pick that we had next year, we 
got in return, Cam Reddish as well as a 2025 second round pick which whatever and Solomon 
Hill, which also whatever. That was probably just to make contracts stuff match or maybe the 
Hawks just wanted to clear up a roster spot, whatever it was. We got Cam Reddish, Cam 
Reddish was the number 10 pick in the 2019 NBA Draft. Now this is interesting, because RJ 
Barrett who was on the Knicks was the number 3 pick in that draft and the two of them were 
teammates at Duke. You know who else was their teammate at Duke that year? And also was in 
the draft that year? 
ADAM:  Who? 
MIKE:  Big man by the name of Zion Williamson who has expressed frustrations with the team 
he is on and many people have pointed to him wanting to potentially play in a large market such 
as hmmm.. New York City, now his two friends are on the Knicks. 
ADAM:  Do you want that injury history? I don't know. 
MIKE:  Look, I I want him on the team, I would like, look can't you take that chance. But that all 
aside, Cam Reddish is a player who has been streaking in the past. The Hawks just have a 
bunch of guys that kind of all play the wing position. There was just a log jam, they made this 
trade to kind of clear stuff up. They weren't going to be able to pay Cam to his extension that he 
will be eligible for the new contract he can get after this season. So I understand why the Hawks 
wanted to trade him. I cannot believe all it took was one pick and Kevin Knox who was-- 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  --the number eight pick a while ago. But never really did anything of value outside of his 
first Summer League appearance. 
ADAM:  Right. 
MIKE:  So I I'm happy boy. 
ADAM:  And now here's Cam with this lamb. 
MIKE:  Right. Oh, that he that's, I mean come on, that's gonna happen. Or or if he gets an 
assist, Reddish with the dish, reddishing and swishing. Clyde's going to have a field day. 
ADAM:  Well, perhaps ZIon will be flying. 



MIKE:  Hooh! My goodness. I do want to say we are talking about a lot of positive Knicks things. 
We should give the Bulls some love. Because didn't they go on a nine game or a 10 game 
winning streak recently? 
ADAM:  The Bulls did indeed go on a 9-game winning streak that included two back-to-back 
buzzer beaters by DeMar DeRozan. A thing that has never happened in the history of 
Basketball. 
MIKE:  So cool. 
ADAM:  If you follow the NBA, you will be seeing a lot of 75-year Anniversary stuff this year. In 
75 years of the NBA, there has never been a person who has said back-to-back buzzer beaters, 
until a couple weeks ago. 
MIKE:  Very cool. And I also want to apologize in the past, you had said MVP buzz for DeMar 
DeRozan and I made a funny face at you. 
ADAM:  Uh-hmm. 
MIKE:  Which you called out, that has aged poorly. He's in legitimate discussion for MVP. I do 
not think he will win. But he-- 
ADAM:  No. 
MIKE:  --will probably be everybody's number four number five vote, enough to where he'll rank 
in the top five of voting. No question. He's been phenomenal. And that's great! 
ADAM:  He's been incredible. It's been a lot of fun. I think there's a pretty good chance that both 
he and Zack LaVine start the All-Star game for the East. Which has to be the first time since 
Jordan and Pippen, the two Bulls would be starting an All-Star game. I can't think of any-- 
MIKE:  Yup. 
ADAM:  --other time that would have happened. And unfortunately, we are recording this a day 
after probably the worst Bulls loss of the year getting blown out by the Nets. It was particularly 
interesting because, two nights ago, the Bulls beat the Pistons by 46 points. 
MIKE:  Which is a lot of points. 
ADAM:  And then lost last night by 26 to the Nets. Which has to be up there with the biggest 
swings in back-to-back games, right? 
MIKE:  Probably. And I did see it was a disappointing thing that at one point the game was 
close. And then the Nets went on a 40 to 8 run-- 
ADAM:  Uh-hmm. 
MIKE:  --or something like that, which is not not what you want. 
ADAM:  Yeah, the game was tied in the third quarter, and then all of a sudden the Nets were up 
by 35. And I have to say, the Nets at full strength, if that is the thing that happens. I don't know 
how anyone can beat them, at least in the East. 
MIKE:  It's quite scary. We'll just have to see what goes on with Kyrie. Because as we've talked 
about before, he is unvaccinated. And because New York is a city that has nice good restrictions 
on stuff, he can't play in New York City, which Brooklyn counts. So he can only play away 
games right now. There's talks of him maybe getting the plant based vaccine which is a real 
thing and not-- 
ADAM:  Fuck! 
MIKE:  --a bit and not an onion headline. That's a a real thing that is happening. 
ADAM:  I mean, onion is also plant based. That is very true. 



MIKE:  So the final thing to discuss here in Full Court Press is the greatest rivalry in sports right 
now. And that is between Devin Booker of the Phoenix Suns and the Raptor of the Toronto 
Raptors. So Toronto is in an interesting spot right now where-- 
ADAM:  Canada? 
MIKE:  Yes. And Canada has pretty strict COVID restrictions, which I gotta say someone there 
recently traveled to Canada, fantastic! We went up to visit Kelly's sister and her husband. 
Because they weren't going to be able to see anyone for Thanksgiving or Christmas. So we 
went in between Thanksgiving and Christmas and Canada had recently ramped up their 
restrictions to where you had to be vaccinated and test negative to be on a plane. I've never felt 
safer on an airplane knowing everyone's vaccinated and everybody tested negative the past 
couple of days, so that was a good feeling. Similarly, Canada is no longer allowing fans to 
attend Toronto Raptors games, so it's back like we were last season. There's no one in the 
stands. Now, when there's no one in the stands, it makes for a very different dynamic. One of 
those notable things is when people take free throws. Because if you're a visiting player, and 
you're shooting free throws, usually you've got the whole crowd, making noise and maybe 
smacking thunder sticks together and all of that. And NBA players have discussed in the past 
that usually that is actually not that distracting because everyone's yelling, so just kind of fades 
into the background. What people have said is more distracting. And now we have proof. It's just 
one person trying to throw you off. And that's what the Raptor did. So Devin Booker is shooting 
free throws, we'll put a link to this obviously, on the episode page of horsehoops.com. The score 
was 93 to 92 in favor of the Suns. There's six and a half seconds left in the fourth quarter. Devin 
Booker shooting this free throw. And just as he's about to release the Raptor who's the only 
person in this section of the stadium standing behind the basket, stands up and waves his arms. 
Devin Booker does make the free throw. But he gets super upset and then you get to see him 
pantomime to the ref what the Raptor was doing. It's fantastic. It's so funny because he gets so 
upset. The ref then makes the Raptor go away. 
ADAM:  You put him in timeout, basically. 
MIKE:  Yeah, basically. Because he's just in the corner, and then the Raptor just kneeling in the 
corner not doing anything. So the Announcers get all into it. It's it's just funny, they call a 
timeout, and then Devin Booker starts laughing about it with his teammates, because he got 
upset. I mean, the stakes are very high here. And then he kind of realized how ridiculous the 
whole situation is. But then to make it even better, because of course NBA Twitter ran with this 
Devin Booker changed his profile picture on Twitter to the Raptor in the crowd. 
ADAM:  So good. 
MIKE:  And the Raptor changed his profile picture to Devin Booker. 
ADAM:  Unbelievable. Now, I don't know if you know this, but this is not the first time something 
like this has happened. And it has actually happened in Canada, except at a Baseball game. 
Ding ding ding ding ding. 
MIKE:  Oh, okay. I did not know this. Please let me know. 
ADAM:  So many, many, many years ago, probably 30 years ago, and we will absolutely find 
the link and share it with you all. Famous Dodger Manager Tommy Lasorda, who I imagine you 
have heard of. 
MIKE:  Uh-hmm. 



ADAM:  Was managing a game against the Montreal Expos, who have since become the 
Washington Nationals. It was an extra inning game, that was dragging on interminably, and the 
Expos had a mascot at that time named Youppi! Who basically looked like Sleepy from the 
Seven Dwarfs, was kind-- 
MIKE:  Okay. 
ADAM:  --of the vibe. And Youppi! kept messing with the Dodgers dugout, and Lasorda, who 
was notoriously kind of cranky anyway, had had his fill, it was late in the game, everyone was 
exhausted. And he made the Umpire throw Youppi! out of the ballgame. So Youppi! takes his 
pillowcase, and his blanket, and sadly walks away from the Dodgers dugout and is not allowed 
to return. It was so good. 
MIKE:  Absolutely incredible. So that is the big rivalry between the Raptors mascot and Devin 
Booker. We'll have to see the next time they play. It's gonna be great. It's just a fun moment. 
And I'm glad Devin Booker was a good sport about it. And it was just very silly all around. 
ADAM:  It is very funny to see a mascot, because they're notoriously so happy all the time be 
punished and have to be sad and quiet. It's just a very funny optically. 
MIKE:  Yeah, it it's weird to try to see, it's like how Elmo has so many different emotions, even 
though he's just a puppet. Even though the Raptor's face didn't change. You could tell that the 
Raptor was kind of embarrassed by the whole idea. Just body language doctoring it.} 
ADAM:  Uhh. 
MIKE:  But yeah, that uh, that happened and that was Full Court Press, get like the news. 
 
123321, 3 on 3 
 
ADAM:  So for my 3 on 3. As you know, I am wildly excited about my beloved Chicago Bulls and 
for good reason. And I'll be honest with you, I thought the Bulls ceiling this year was being one 
of the top six seeds in the East, staying out of the plan tournament, maybe getting through the 
first round. And at this point, while I don't think they can necessarily win a championship, the sky 
really is the limit for this group. And one of the things about this team that has been most 
impressive has been their depth. Which is more important than ever in a season in which so 
many players have been out in health and safety protocols. In fact, in a recent win over the 
Washington Wizards, the Bulls bench shot a ridiculous 80% from the field on 20/25 shooting. 
MIKE:  That's Good. 
ADAM:  It's very good. One of the biggest bright spots has been a player named Ayo Dosunmu, 
who grew up in Chicago, played three seasons at the University of Illinois and was drafted 38th 
overall by the Bulls in the second round in the most recent draft. And while his pregame 
averages are pretty modest, he has become the Bulls top lockdown defender, and has been 
really impressive. All that to say, this got me thinking about other second round draft picks who 
were overlooked coming into the league and had great careers. Now initially, I consider doing 
the three best second round draft picks and the three worst first round draft pick. But there's too 
much negativity in the world anyway. So instead, I present to you the three best second round 
draft picks, and perhaps even more impressive, the three best undrafted players. 
MIKE:  Oh, yes. Cool. I like this. This is fun. 
ADAM:  Yeah, it's it's a feel good story all around. Let's start with a second round shall we? And 
I do have a caveat for this section. Some of the best second round draft picks have been 



international players. And there is a reason for this. When an NBA team draft an international 
player, that player has the option to stay overseas and not join the team immediately. So as a 
result, NBA teams are often reluctant to use a higher pick to draft a player who may not join the 
team immediately or at all. Notable players in this category are the Bulls Toni Kukoč, who was 
drafted 29th overall in 1990, and didn't play in the NBA until 1993. Manu Ginobli, who was 
drafted 57th overall by the Spurs in 1999, and didn't play in the NBA until 2002. Marc Gasol, 
who was drafted 48th overall by the Lakers in 2007, and was later traded to the Memphis 
Grizzlies in a trade package for his older brother Pau Gasol. 
MIKE:  Uh-hmm. 
ADAM:  And finally, Nikola Jokić, who was drafted 41st overall in the 2014 draft and played one 
more season overseas before coming to America and ultimately winning last season's Most 
Valuable Player Award. 
MIKE:  He's the only second rounder to do that I believe. 
ADAM:  I think you might be right there, yeah. But for the purposes of this three on three, I will 
be omitting such player so as to highlight the true underdog stories. 
MIKE:  Got it. So it's not just we slept on this person because we're not paying attention to 
Lithuanian Basketball or what have you. It's more of you had the resources available because 
this person played in America and you just goofs. 
ADAM:  Exactly exactly. And I'll be honest with you, I thought this would be much easier than it 
was, but instead I found myself in a two-hour deep dive on the Wikipedia page for every draft 
since 1989. When the two rounds system was first established. 
MIKE:  See, I just do that for fun sometimes. 
ADAM:  Oh yeah, no, I I had a good time. I fully wasted an afternoon, but I I enjoy doing it. 
There are so many incredible players that have come out of the second round. Two of whom are 
Patreons will hear about in my extended 5 on 5. But here's a shortlist of players who didn't even 
make the cut. Nick Van Exel, Rashard Lewis, Michael Redd, Mo Williams, Kyle Korver, Monta 
Ellis, Lou Williams, DeAndre Jordan, Malcolm Brogdon and Isaiah Thomas. Who was literally 
the last pick in the 2011 NBA draft 16th overall. Side note, Jimmy Butler was drafted with the 
last pick in that same draft in the first round. 
MIKE:  Yeah. 
ADAM:  So if he had been one pick later, I'm pretty sure he would have been the number one 
on this list. 
MIKE:  Uh-hmm. 
ADAM:  But last-- 
MIKE:  And also that's the more current rendition of Isaiah Thomas, who spells his name 
differently, not-- 
ADAM:  Correct. 
MIKE:  --Pistons legend, Isiah Thomas. 
ADAM:  Correct, correct. Good clarification. Coming in at number three, we have Paul Millsap 
who was drafted 47th overall by the Utah Jazz in the 2006 NBA Draft. while Millsap immediately 
made an impact averaging 6.8 points and 5.2 rebounds in just 18 minutes per game his Rookie 
season. Ironically, his big break came when another second round legend who I will talk about 
on our Patreon, Carlos Boozer-- 
MIKE:  Mmm. 



ADAM:  --got injured during the 2008-2009 season. Millsap who was Boozer's backup, rose to 
the occasion by averaging 15.9 points and 10.3 rebounds in 38 starts that season. Millsap was 
an All-Star in four consecutive seasons from 2014 to 2017. And while he's very much in the tail 
end of his career, has a chance to win a championship with the Brooklyn Nets this season. It's 
just a shame that the Bulls will prevent that from happening. At number two, we have a player 
who has made his draft position an integral part of his identity, Draymond Green. Drafted 35th 
overall by the Golden State Warriors in the 2012 NBA Draft. Draymond had a chip on his 
shoulder immediately. We'll post a link to this video, but Draymond has memorized the draft 
order and names of all 34 players who were drafted before he was and it's like a point of pride 
that he can recite them. Widely considered to be one of the toughest, most well-rounded players 
in basketball. Green is the kind of player you love to have on your team and can't stand if you're 
playing against him. It's safe to say that the Warriors would not have won the rings they did 
without him. And there's perhaps no better illustration of that than the fact that in the 2016 NBA 
Finals, Green being suspended for game five opened the doors for Cleveland to make a 
dramatic comeback from down 3-1 in the series. To this point in his career, Green has averaged 
8.7 points, 6.9 rebounds, 5.4 assists and over 1 block and steel per game. Those numbers only 
increase when you look at his postseason numbers. But Draymond is one of those players who 
stats never fully do him justice. 
MIKE:  Nah! He's so good at defense and he might be considered one of if not the best 
defenders of all time, by the time his career is over. 
ADAM:  Totally. 
MIKE:  You just can't put a number on that. But if you had super advanced stats that tell you all 
these intricate defensive things they bring to the table. Yeah. 
ADAM:  Right. Like I don't, I don't think there's quite the same metric as there is war in Baseball 
like win--wins above replacement. But if there were, his impact on the game is enormous. And 
not to be too reductive, but he is the Rodman of this team. So for anyone who watched the Last 
Dance and saw the impact Dennis Rodman had, I don't think Rodman ever averaged more 
than, you know, seven or eight points on the Bulls. But his impact was enormous and he was a 
person who had get under the skin of whoever the best player on the other team was. So Green 
has won three NBA Championships. Been named to three All-Star teams, has been 
All-Defensive second team twice, and All-Defensive first team four times. One of which saw him 
named the Defensive Player of the Year in 2017, which for a guy who prides himself on 
toughness, there's perhaps no greater honor than that award. 
MIKE:  Yeah, and he's probably gonna win it this year. So that's, that's quite the the record. He's 
got a pretty good reputation as a very good defender. 
ADAM:  Absolutely. And we didn't mention in Full Court Press. But one thing that has changed 
since we last recorded a podcast is that Klay Thompson is back and-- 
MIKE:  Yes. 
ADAM:  --it is awesome. 
MIKE:  It's very good. He dunked in his first game. 
ADAM:  Yeah, he did. 
MIKE:  It was fantastic. He's just so universally beloved. And we've talked about Clay at length 
on this show in old episodes. He hasn't played a game for what is it? 943 days or something? 
ADAM:  Yeah, there was a whole pandemic in between. 



MIKE:  Yeah, wild. It's so good to have him back. I I cannot think of a more universally beloved 
player than Klay Thompson. He has a 100% approval rating. 
ADAM:  He does, and that is a rare thing these days. 
MIKE:  Super rare. 
ADAM:  At number one overall, despite his off the court controversies, I had to go with Gilbert 
Arenas. 
MIKE:  Hmm. 
ADAM:  Who was drafted 31st overall in the 2001 NBA Draft. Some of our younger listeners 
may not even know who Gilbert Arenas was. But there was a period of time from about 2004 to 
2006, where Arenas was one of the top few players in the league. And much like Draymond 
Green, Gilbert Arenas took his late drafts a lot personally. In fact, Arenas wore number zero 
throughout his career to signify the number of minutes experts expected him to play in the NBA. 
MIKE:  I didn't know that was the reason behind this number. That's very cool.  
ADAM:  Yeah, it's kind of great. Fortunately for him, the Warriors were the worst team in the 
Western Conference when he was drafted so there were plenty of minutes to go around. Arenas 
average 10.9 points per game as a Rookie and was named the NBA Most Improved Player of 
the Year. During his Sophomore season, averaging an impressive 18.3 points, 6.3 assists and 
4.7 rebounds per game. But that was just the beginning, because after entering free agency, 
and reportedly flipping a coin to decide where he would sign. Gotta love that. 
MIKE:  You know how you do that with major life decisions? 
ADAM:  Oh, totally. 
MIKE:  You know. 
ADAM:  Yeah. The coin told him to sign with the Washington Wizards and that's where his 
career really took off. After averaging 20 and 25 points during his first two seasons in 
Washington, Arenas enter elite company when he averaged an incredible 29.3 points and 28.4 
points per game. The following two seasons, his career average ended at an impressive 20.7 
points, 5.3 rebounds and 3.9 assists per game. Sadly, for Arenas his career was derailed by off 
the court issues. Most notably in 2009, when he famously pulled a gun on teammate Javaris 
Crittenton during an argument about gambling debts. And to be clear, this was in the locker 
room. 
MIKE:  Yeah, if you want to learn more about that, that was one of the first episodes of Horse 
we did. So-- 
ADAM:  Oh, gosh. 
MIKE:  --you can hear me describe that whole very fun event. 
ADAM:  Yes, so if you're not familiar with that event [27:49], or if you have not heard that 
episode of Horse, it is a very sad story. Both players were ultimately suspended for the 
remainder of the season. Even Javaris Crittenton would never play another NBA game and is 
currently serving a 23 year sentence for a murder he committed in 2011. Obviously a sour note 
to end on. But at his best Gilbert Arenas was absolutely electric. And we will certainly post a 
video to some of his highlights. 
MIKE:  For sure. I think an important thing to keep in mind with the second round picks and then 
also with the undrafted players is years ago. Like when Gilbert Arenas was playing, second 
round picks were nothing-- 
ADAM:  Uh-hmm. 



MIKE:  --that, there was no hope at least now. If you have a top 40 to 45 pick, you feel pretty 
good about it. And then you start taking some wild gamble's on the 46 through 60-- 
ADAM:  Right. 
MIKE:  --pick, but-- 
ADAM:  That speaks to the depth that's out there, like the the talent that exists right now, it's 
unbelievable. 
MIKE:  Yeah, it's the growth of talent. It's the fact that basketballs become a more global game. 
So you have more international players coming through in the second round. You have teams 
putting more effort into scouting, you have teams putting more effort into developing young 
players. Second round picks have such a higher value now. 
ADAM:  Right. 
MIKE:  That for second round picks back then to become All-Star players is truly astounding. 
ADAM:  Yeah, yeah. And it really I mean, I think it speaks to that when you see people who 
usually get 5 or 10 minutes a game. All of a sudden step up when there's an injury and they're 
putting up 20, 25, 30 points and are amazing. And then just go back to being bench players. It's 
it's pretty unbelievable. 
MIKE:  Yeah. 
ADAM:  So now we move on to the three best undrafted players, which was admittedly a 
smaller list to choose from, but still full of impressive candidates. One thing that I found striking 
and doing this research was that the common thread between a lot of these players was grit and 
defensive intensity. And I do not think that's a coincidence at all. Because if you're the type of 
player who is overlooked or underestimated or perhaps not as physically gifted as other players, 
the one thing you can control is your hustle and determination. In fact, Udonis Haslem is a 
perfect example of this and he didn't even make my top five. 
MIKE:  Wow, yeah. UD is great and he's a very tough guy. 
ADAM:  Yeah, incredible. Like that's his entire reputation as as an enforcer as the person you 
don't mess with and has been on the Miami Heat his entire career, I believe, right? 
MIKE:  If not his entire career, most of it. 
ADAM:  Yeah. Honorable mention in this category also goes to, your boy, Jeremy Lin. 
MIKE:  Mmm. 
ADAM:  But to make up for it at number three on my list I do have 90s legend John Starks. 
MIKE:  Oh, I didn't realize Starks was undrafted, wow! 
ADAM:  Oh, not only is he undrafted. Get ready for a Football reference. He's basically the Kurt 
Warner of the NBA. I I don't know if you know that story, but Kurt Warner was famously bagging 
groceries before getting a chance to be a Quarterback in the NFL. And much like him, John 
Starks after going undrafted in the 1988 NBA draft, was bagging groceries at a Safeway 
Supermarket in his hometown, Tulsa, Oklahoma for $3.35 an hour, minimum wage. 
MIKE:  Very disappointing, especially given how good of a grocery store chain Safeway is. 
ADAM:  And-- 
MIKE:  Safeway-- 
ADAM:  --a very good store. 
MIKE:  --is fantastic. 
ADAM:  Yeah. 



MIKE:  When I lived in Seattle, for two years, I lived above a 24-hour Safeway, which was huge. 
Especially because in Washington, you can sell hard liquor in grocery stores. 
ADAM:  Oohh. 
MIKE:  So I would host parties and just not buying anything and just see what people brought 
in. And they'd be like, all right, let me just run downstairs real quick. And I'd also make lots of 
1:55am runs before they stopped selling stuff at 2am. 
ADAM:  [31:04] up 2? 
MIKE:  Yeah yeah, you could buy hard liquor there until 2. Was a 24-hour grocery store, but you 
couldn't buy booze after two. So sometimes I'd make a 1:55 refresh. 
ADAM:  Wow. 
MIKE:  Whatever the party need. 
ADAM:  Really, really changing the narrative on Schubes being a well-behaved boy over here. 
MIKE:  I'm a well-behaved boy. But when it's a house party, ideal is, it's like I'm not going to buy 
a lot of drinks out and stuff, because my tolerance is quite high and I don't want to spend $100 
to get drunk. But if I can go downstairs and get a big thing of Jameson at a Safeway for like 20 
bucks. Because I've used my Safeway card and I save however many percents? Yeah, dude. 
ADAM:  You heard it here first. Horse episode 93 brought to you by online betting and booze. 
MIKE:  This is a bad boy face, new year, new me, baby. 
ADAM:  This is where we turn heel. 
MIKE:  I'm recording this episode in a leather jacket. 
ADAM:  He keeps flicking his hair back and he's got cigarettes rolled up in his T shirt. Oh boy, 
getting off the rails. So Starks was working at a grocery store ultimately did get a chance with 
the Golden State Warriors. He did not get much of an opportunity in Golden State and ended up 
in the CBA which was that eras version of the G League and modern fans might think, Oh, well, 
people get called up on 10-day contracts from the G league all the time. And yes, that is true 
now especially in the age of COVID. But as you were talking about at that time, the chances that 
anyone made it from the CBA to the NBA were incredibly slim. 
MIKE:  Uh-hmm. 
ADAM:  In 1990, the Knicks gave him a tryout and the story of how he got his opportunity is 
something I had never heard before and it's pretty incredible. Quoting John Starks Wikipedia 
page, quote, "In one practice, he tried to dunk on Knicks Center, Patrick Ewing. Ewing threw him 
down and Starks twisted his knee. The team was not allowed to release him unless it healed by 
the end of December. When it did not heal by that time, the Knicks could not release him. As a 
result, Starks is referred to Ewing as his saving grace. Starks eventually became the starting 
shooting guard becoming a key player on the team and playing eight seasons in New York from 
1990 to 1998. So there's this weird butterfly effect thing where because he got injured, they had 
to keep him for longer, which ultimately gave him a chance to prove himself and he ended up 
being a mainstay for the Knicks. 
MIKE:  That is absolutely ridiculous. 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  I had no idea, what a tale. And it's funny that he went from the Warriors to the Knicks as 
an undrafted player, because that's exactly the trajectory that Jeremy Lin did. He was on the 
Warriors-- 
ADAM:  Yeah. 



MIKE:  --before. 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  Got cut, was on the Knicks. And then Jeremy Lin's case was other people were injured, 
so he got to play, but, wow! 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  Fun story. 
ADAM:  It's also so quintessentially, like New York Knicks 90s that Patrick Ewing would-- 
MIKE:  Right. 
ADAM:  --foul him hard in practice. 
MIKE:  Yeah, not a plug at all, except that this is a very good sport Center. I don't know if you 
know, Chris Herring, who now writes for Sports Illustrated. He has a book about the Knicks 
coming out called "Blood In The Garden". 
ADAM:  Oooh. 
MIKE:  It's just about the 90s Knicks. And I have pre ordered the book, and I will be watching a 
now virtual live event, where he and Zach Lowe talk about it. And it was gonna be in New York 
City and I was gonna go and then you know what happened? So-- 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  --it's virtual event. 
ADAM:  That's all right, that's all right, we'll get there. Over the course of a long NBA career, 
John Starks average 12.5 points, 3.6 assists, and 2.5 rebounds per game. And was a huge part 
of one of the most iconic NBA teams of the 90s. Starks was named to the NBA All-Defensive 
team in 1993, made the All-Star game in 1994 and was named the NBA Sixth-Man, the award 
given to the best non-starting player in 1997. His signature moment is, of course, his baseline 
dunk over my beloved Bulls in the 1993 Eastern Conference Finals. And I will be grudgingly 
post a link to this clip on the episode page only because much like the way you reference the 
Reggie Miller choke game, my team ended up winning that series. 
MIKE:  It's a fantastic play, where he is certainly dunking over Horace Grant. 
ADAM:  Yes. 
MIKE:  And thankfully the most famous image makes it look like he is also dunking over Michael 
Jordan, but every Knicks fan knows deep down. Because if you watch the replay of it, Michael, 
he didn't really-- 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  --dunked on Michael Jordan. But he was in the photo, but if you watch the video, 
Michael Jordan makes it very late attempt to block it. But in the photo, it makes it look way 
worse than it actually was. 
ADAM:  It was pretty awesome. 
MIKE:  Yeah. 
ADAM:  I I have to think the Garden was pretty loud after that one. 
MIKE:  Oh, yes. Oh, yes indeed. 
ADAM:  At number two we have a current player, who very well may work his way up to number 
one eventually. Toronto Raptors star, Fred VanVleet. 
MIKE:  Bad on yourself, Fred is channeling the recent resurgence of my fantasy team and he 
did last year. You got to love Fred VanVleet. I was gutted when the Knicks didn't get him, there 
was lots of rumblings. But-- 



ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  --he returned to Toronto and urgh, you can you not love Fred VanVleet. 
ADAM:  He's he's very easy to root for really great story. And despite an impressive college 
career at Wichita State, the undersized VanVleet at just 6'1, 195, which is basically me. 
MIKE:  It is so funny that that's a big person. 
ADAM:  Yeah, not a small person. But in the NBA-- 
MIKE:  However-- 
ADAM:  Right. 
MIKE:  --in the NBA, like even Steph Curry, you're like, oh, look at that little guy. Steph Curry 
6'3. 
ADAM:  Oh, yeah. Coby White on the Bulls is I think 6'4 and he looks like a child. 
MIKE:  Yeah, it's wild. 
ADAM:  But he went undrafted in 2016. Now the Raptors ultimately signed him to a Summer 
League deal, but we're so impressed by his play that they signed him to an NBA contract. 
During his first season, he bounced back and forth between the NBA and the G league. And he 
really started to shine during his second NBA season. Despite limited playing time, VanVleet put 
up solid numbers and even more impressively was ranked fourth in the entire NBA in net 
efficiency per possession. Which is basically a metric that measures how valuable a player is 
when they are on the court. His true breakout performance came in 2019 as an integral part of 
the Raptors Championship run and scored an impressive 22 points in the clinching Game Six. 
VanVleet actually came in second in series MVP voting, behind obvious winner, Kawhi Leonard. 
And his most impressive moment may have been winning game four, VanVleet caught an errant 
elbow from the Warrior, Shaun Livingston that left him bloodied and with a chipped tooth. But 
ultimately rejoined the team to play in games five and six. We will put a link, use your discretion 
if you want to watch it. But you know, it's it's pretty rough. 
MIKE:  The other impressive thing about that run is that he was playing pretty poorly in the 
playoffs, and then his wife or girlfriend, he had a kid. 
ADAM:  Uh-hmm. 
MIKE:  And then from that moment on, he was incredible! 
ADAM:  That's right. 
MIKE:  He was so much better like that dad energy just fueled him into just he couldn't miss. 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  He shot absurd numbers. And this could be, this could be a future thing. Because there 
have been other players that this exact phenomenon has happened too. So it it was very 
impressive because he was, he was pretty well-respected as like a good contributor to the team. 
ADAM:  Right like a good role player, yeah. 
MIKE:  Yeah yeah. Like, oh, yeah, Fred VanVleet is gonna, he's a pretty good three point 
shooter, and he was just complete but, until he had a kid, and then he was untouchable. 
ADAM:  Yeah, yeah. And he just keeps getting better. And you know, once again, the toughness 
and determination of undrafted players was very much on full display in that series in his six 
NBA seasons. VanFleet scoring has increased every year. And now the Kawhi Leonard and 
Kyle Lowry on other teams. He has become "the guy" in Toronto. Here his scoring averages in 
his first six seasons in order 2.9, 8.6, 11, 17.6, 19.6. And as of this recording 22 points per game 
this season. 



MIKE:  Yeah, very impressive. 
ADAM:  He can average 30 a game. 
MIKE:  He's very good. And also he's a good defender, even though he's six foot one. He gets 
very solid steals and blocks-- 
ADAM:  Yup. 
MIKE:  --numbers. I don't know if people underestimate him because he's 6'1, but he's a 
sneaky, good defender. 
ADAM:  Yeah, I mean, the main criticism with someone like Trae Young is that he's just 
outmatched by everyone because of how small he is. But it doesn't seem to affect VanVleet as 
much, to be fair, VanFleet is more of like a fuller bodied sort of dude. Like he's pretty-- 
MIKE:  He's very sturdy. 
ADAM:  Yeah, he's-- 
MIKE:  He's like a fullback. 
ADAM:  Totally. Absolutely. Finally, the greatest undrafted player in NBA history is the man the 
myth, the afro, Ben Wallace. 
MIKE:  Oh, you gotta love it. 
ADAM:  You may remember Ben Wallace from having been arguably the match that lit the fire in 
"The Malice at the Palace" incident. But Wallace is one of the best defensive players in the 
history of the NBA. Undrafted out of college after spending a few years playing at community 
college and a few at little known Virginia Union. Wallace ultimately got a shot with the 
Washington Wizards and Orlando Magic, where he really started come into his own. But it was 
not until he was traded to the Detroit Pistons in a 2000 trade that involved Grant Hill, that he 
really became Ben Wallace as we know him. During his time in Detroit, Wallace was a four-time 
Defensive Player of the Year, a four-time All-Star, an NBA Champion in 2004. He led the league 
in blocks and and rebounds in 2002. And while his production slowed down later in his career, 
there is no arguing his greatness and his grit. Because number has since been retired by the 
Detroit Pistons and last year, he became the first undrafted player to be enshrined in the 
Basketball Hall of Fame which is pretty astonishing. And we will post a link to the entire 
acceptance speech because it is absolutely beautiful and very touching. He's like holding back 
tears the entire time. But we will leave you with some words of wisdom from the incomparable, 
Ben Wallace and that has been 3 on 3. 
BEN:  Life is not all about taking. Life is not all about conquering. Life is about competing. Life is 
precious. Have fun, enjoy, that stuff live by kids. Be strong, be motivated, stand tall. This is what 
my mama told me. Stand tall, stick your chest out, hold your head up. Now do it again. Stand 
tall, stick the chest up, keep your head up. 
MIKE:  Okay, Adam. So for my That Actually Happened, earlier in this episode in Full Court 
Press, we talked about things that are going well for the Bulls. So just to try to humble you and 
make sure you are down to earth. The That Actually Happened that I have prepared. If I said, I I 
know Greek letters are tough right now. But if I said alpha to you-- 
ADAM:  Uh-hmm. 
MIKE:  --would that mean anything? Or what what if I said alpha three times? Or what if I talked 
about the three alphas of the 2016 Chicago Bulls? 
ADAM:  Oh my gosh, are you like trolling me via That Actually Happened? 



MIKE:  I have wanted to do this for a while. I've had this on my notes for quite some time. And I 
I think right after the 9-game winning streak is the best time to do it. Because you're at the 
happiest, so this will sting the least to remind you about the time that the Bulls decided to sign 
Dwayne Wade and Rajon Rondo to join Jimmy Butler. And they nicknamed themselves "The 
Three Alphas" and it went horribly wrong. 
ADAM:  It it is one of the strangest teams I have ever watched. 
MIKE:  So let me give you the timeline of all of this. So in the 2015 to 2016 NBA season, the 
Chicago Bulls go 42 and 40, which is fine. That is just about where you would either be making 
the eight seed or just missing the playoffs. In this case they had just missed the playoffs. 
ADAM:  Yeah, honestly, it's it's not fine. Like that's the most frustrating season. 
MIKE:  Yeah. 
ADAM:  I would rather you be terrible and get a, get a franchise changing draft pick, then be just 
okay. 
MIKE:  Yeah, being 9th before the Play-In Tournament, that was the worst situation to be in. 
Because you were the closest to making the playoffs, but you didn't do it and you're not going to 
get a good pick or or odds are incredibly low that you would. 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  So the Bulls at this point decide that they want to shake things up. They no longer have 
Tom Thibodeau as the coach, they they are tired of Tibbs, who did go on to win Coach of the 
Year for my beloved New York Knicks. But they want to go in a new direction and they have 
decided in this offseason to hire Fred Hoiberg. Now, Fred Hoiberg, who I didn't realize until 
doing research played for the Bulls. 
ADAM:  Oh, yeah. 
MIKE:  I didn't realize that he played for the Bulls for four years. 
ADAM:  He once sent me an autograph, when I mailed him a basketball card. 
MIKE:  That is very cool. So they hired him as the coach. Fred Hoiberg was just coming off of a 
lot of success as a college coach. He coached the Iowa State team to a live success setting 
records in terms of the shortest amount of games to reach 100 wins. And they got back to the 
March Madness Tournament, their first time since 2005. So he had just been coming off of 
success. And his big thing was that he was basically going to be the anti-Tibbs. In that, at this 
point in time, Tom Thibodeau was not necessarily accepting where basketball was at in the era 
of three-point shooting and moving quickly. Which is affectionately referred to now as the pace 
and space era where you move quick. You space out the floor, you shoot a lot of threes. That's 
not how Tibbs rolled and that's what people in the front office of the Bulls believed was their 
shortcoming. Because at this time, Jimmy Butler was playing really well. And he had some fun 
young pieces on the team. So they wanted a new direction. So you bring in Fred Hoiberg, and 
you think okay, this guy, he coached a pace in space style offense in college. So let's make a 
team that fits his style, right? Well, that would have made sense, but then the Bulls signed 
Dwayne Wade, Miami Heat legend-- 
ADAM:  And Chicago native. 
MIKE:  --and Chicago native, and Rajon Rondo. Now, the Wade thing it was an interesting 
offseason. Because Dwayne Wade at this point in time, he had been with the Miami Heat his 
entire career. And he had been an All-Star every single year except for his Rookie season. And 
he was coming off of still a very good year with the Heat. 2015 2016, he averaged 19 points a 



game, he did very well. He was playing well in the playoffs. He's still, he's not peak Dwyane 
Wade, but he still Dwayne Wade. And the Heat no longer had the LeBron James, they had 
some room. But the Heat were trying to move into a more future forward direction. So they didn't 
want to pay a lot of money for Dwayne Wade. They kind of wanted Dwayne to do the dirt thing 
where you stick with the team, you've been the whole time but you take some cuts in terms of 
your pay. And Dwayne Wade said, fuck that, and got paid lots of money by the Chicago Bulls to 
play basketball. 
ADAM:  Yeah, and I remember this being particularly confusing, because it was at a time where 
the Bulls had vowed to like shake things up and retool and start over. And then they signed two 
people who are very much in the latter part of their careers. 
MIKE:  Right, the whole thing with the, I don't think they fire Tibbs, I think they just didn't renew 
his contract. But the whole thing with the Hoiberg and this whole new direction was, we've got 
Jimmy Butler and some other young guys, we're going to get young and we're going to develop 
this team and we're actually going to try to make this a new era of Bulls basketball. And I don't 
know if they just saw the opportunity to get Dwayne Wade when he didn't resign with the Heat 
but they got Dwayne Wade and then that changed everything. And they paid Dwayne Wade lots 
of money. He was on, I believe, a 2-year deal where he was making $20 million per year? Which 
is a lot to give someone who is 35 years old. 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  So that was a a bit extreme. But then not only did they do that, but then they went out 
and they signed Rajon Rondo. Also in confusing fashion for the team saying that we're going to 
get younger, Rajon Rondo at this point was 30 years old. So a little bit younger, but still, and he 
had been coming off of some interesting seasons. This was the year after his Sacramento era. 
So he was on the Boston Celtics for a long time and really good defense, really good at assists, 
big playmaker, not always the best shooter. And then he had a very frustrating year in Dallas 
where he got into arguments with the coach Rick Carlisle. And then he was on the Kings in 
Sacramento, and he had a little bit of a resurgence really got that playmaking back up. So then 
the Bulls signed him. And the Rondo signing wasn't necessarily like, oh, Rondo is bad at 
basketball, but it was more of just, you've hired the three-point shooting young guy coach, why 
have you now signed a second guy who is older and not good at three-point shooting? 
ADAM:  Right. 
MIKE:  So it was just confusing more than anything. Now, this happens and people are a bit 
confused, not only because these guys don't fit the mantra that the Bulls have said that they're 
going to do. But also because these players historically, Jimmy Butler, who was already on the 
Bulls. Dwayne Wade, and Rajon Rondo have all had success when they are the most ball 
dominant player on the team. And in basketball, sometimes that is referred to as the alpha of 
the team. So if you put three of those guys on the same team, how's that going to work? Cuz 
there's only one basketball. 
ADAM:  Well, all right, here's the thing, though, right? Because-- 
MIKE:  Yeah, sure, give me your Bulls perspective. 
ADAM:  I have a Bulls perspective and a basketball perspective, right. On one hand, having 
observed all of this, one of the biggest issues was that, when Derrick Rose was constantly 
getting hurt, Jimmy Butler really came into his own at that time, and then there was this kind of 
awkward scenario where Rose was healthy enough to play again. But Butler had become the 



guy in Chicago and Rose came back in being like, well, I've been the guy when I'm here, so it's 
my team again. And there was some tension between the two of them. 
MIKE:  And the Bulls traded Derrick Rose to the Knicks, and that's when he was very bad on 
the Knicks. 
ADAM:  Exactly. 
MIKE:  Now, he's been good on the Knicks. 
ADAM:  Right. So it's very confusing to me that the Bulls would look at what had happened and 
be like, okay, so we've now gotten rid of Derrick Rose. What if we bring in two players to cause 
even more tension with Jimmy Butler? However, the model in Miami, like you couldn't you say 
the same thing about Bosh and Wade and LeBron, that they're all alphas? Like they coexisted in 
one. 
MIKE:  Right. The problem though, is that LeBron James and Chris Bosh could both shoot from 
distance. And they are all alphas, but not necessarily all bald, dominant alphas. All three of 
these guys have liked to be the one dribbling the basketball. 
ADAM:  Right. 
MIKE:  And it was a bit hard. So Jimmy Butler push back though, he was excited about this. He 
said in a quote, "I said, look, man, I'm okay with whatever role you want me to play. I don't care 
what role I'm supposed to play, whose team it is. You come here, we'll win games." And Wade 
stressed that this is still Jimmy Butler's team. And that is when Butler called the trio of himself 
and Rondo and Dwyane Wade, "the three alphas", and he said that he was going to lean on 
their experience. He said, "That's why I wanted Dwayne Wade here. That's why I wanted Rondo 
here. Because they've done it. They know what it takes. I want them to show me, if I'm not 
listening, make me listen". So this whole thing is to try to get some veteran leadership in the 
mix. 
ADAM:  Uh-hmm. 
MIKE:  And you could see that argument, but people were skeptical given how the basketball 
product would fit. There's this fun article that I was reading about it, and they said, "Butler is the 
best deep threat of the three, with a career 32.8 career mark from downtown", and this was 
written back then Jimmy Butler's averages have changed now. But league average at that time 
was 34.5%. So Jimmy Butler, the best deep threat on the team is below league average. And if 
you look at the career averages for shooting threes, Dwayne Wade is a career 29% three-point-- 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  --shooter and Rajon Rondo is a career 32% three-point shooter. 
ADAM:  That's actually much better than I would have thought for Rondo. 
MIKE:  Yeah, Rondo has much improved with the game. But both of these guys they thought 
okay, look, we'll just get to the playoffs and it'll be fine. Because as we've talked about an Horse, 
playoff Rondo is a thing and playoff Dwayne Wade, he just learns how to shoot three-pointers in 
the playoffs. It's staggering how different his playoff three-point percentages from his regular 
season three-point percentage. So they thought, all right, let's just give it a shot. And 
unfortunately, it didn't go well. 
ADAM:  Well, but it did. 
MIKE:  It it did a few like 42 and 40 seasons, because they went 42 and 40, again. 
ADAM:  Okay, in the regular season it didn't go right. But what I am saying and I'm sure you'll 
get to this is that when the Bulls went to the playoffs, it was working out until Rondo got injured. 



MIKE:  Yes, the problem is that, it was not the smoothest of roads to there. So they started off 
the season 11 and 9 over there first 20 games, that's fine. Team with a bunch of new players, 
that's normal, not a big deal. Then they went 8 and 12 over the next 20 games. So okay, it's 
taken a little bit of time, and people were trying to figure out what is wrong? What's going on 
here? Is it coach Hoiberg? Is it because this team doesn't fit him? Is it the players? Is it because 
there's a mix of old guys and young guys on the team? There's just so many different things, it 
was just too many variables all at once. 
ADAM:  Varia-Bulls? 
MIKE:  Yo, I feel bad for Hoiberg, because I think a lot of people gave him the blame when it 
didn't really feel like his fault. It felt like he was sold on this promise of here's what we're going to 
do. And then the roster they gave him was wildly different from what they told him was going to 
happen. 
ADAM:  This is true. But with all due respect to a guy who once sent me an autograph, Fred 
Hoiberg was buttt as a coach. He made Jim boy didn't look good. 
MIKE:  Yeah, it's pretty bad. Now, here's where things get really bad, though. Because there 
was an infamous falling out that took place during a game and then into the locker room and 
then to instagram.com. So this was in January, after a loss to the Atlanta Hawks and a 
particularly disappointing loss where they were winning in the fourth quarter, and then they gave 
up this huge lead. And I've listened to a podcast about this. If you want to listen to an old 
episode of The Lowe Post, you can search for the Nick Friedell, Collin Sexton episode of The 
Lowe Post and go to the 15-minute mark. And Nick Friedell, who covered the Bulls for a while, 
talks about the three alphas era. And he said that after this loss, he was in the locker room 
because media members will talk to players in the locker room, which is still wild dynamic that 
went away from pandemic stuff and I hope goes away forever. 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  Because I would never understand someone's just in a towel talking to reporters, 
absolutely ridiculous. Friedell reports that in the showers, Dwayne Wade and Jimmy went into 
the showers together and hashed out a plan where they were going to call out the younger 
members of their team for not trying hard enough. And they leave the shower and Dwayne 
Wade is the first person to be interviewed. And Wade says, quote, "I don't know if they care 
enough. So I can't say what it is. I wish I could say that everyone in here is going to go home 
and not eat tonight", saying you're so upset that you wouldn't eat food. "I can't say that. I wish I 
could. But I don't know that they care enough." And then he told the reporters, "I also think 
Jimmy Butler has something to say, you should go talk to Jimmy Butler." 
ADAM:  But we definitely didn't plan this beforehand. 
MIKE:  This is not orchestrated in any way whatsoever. Then Jimmy Butler said, "At the end of 
the day, do whatever it takes to help the team win. You play your role to the team. Be a star in 
your role, man. That's how you win in this league, man. You have to embrace what this team 
what this organization needs for you to do on either end of the floor". So that was very much 
like, hey, even if you're not getting a lot of playing time, you just got to suck it up and do what 
you've been asked to do, I'm-- 
ADAM:  Right. 
MIKE:  --Jimmy Butler. This made a divide in the locker room because it wasn't just old guys 
versus young guys, but it was kind of like the the Dwayne Wade and Jimmy Butler camp. And 



then the younger players and Rajon Rondo camp. Because Rajon Rondo took to Instagram. 
And he posted a picture of him with his old Boston Celtics team where he was the young guy 
and there was a bunch of veterans, Kevin Garnett, Ray Allen, who Rando now hates, Paul 
Pierce. And he said in this Instagram caption, my vets would never go to the media, they would 
go to Instagram and [53:46]-- 
ADAM:  Let's handle this like men, on Instagram. 
MIKE:  They would come to the team, my vets didn't pick and choose when they wanted to 
bring it. They showed the young guys what it meant to work. Even in Boston when we had the 
best record in the league. If we lost a game, you could hear a pin drop on the bus. I may be a lot 
of things, but I'm not a bad teammate. My goal is to pass what I learned along the young guys 
work, they show up. They don't deserve blame. If anything is questionable, it's the leadership. 
ADAM:  Wooo. 
MIKE:  So then what do you do from here, you have a players only meeting, baby. That's what 
happens when there's grumpiness in an NBA locker room. You have a players only meeting, so 
they had one and it didn't go well. 
ADAM:  Meanwhile, Fred Hoiberg is knocking on the door like, guys guys, excuse me, guys. 
MIKE:  Please, I I'd like to speak my piece too. So what they do is, they have a players only 
meeting and they decide that every single person, every player is going to speak up and say 
what's going on. 
ADAM:  But only if they're holding the conch shell. 
MIKE:  Yeah yeah. Yeah, they have a bullhorn, and you have to hold the horn. So the young 
guys take this opportunity to push back against Dwayne Wade. Because Dwayne Wade in this 
quote to the media said that they're not trying hard enough, but Dwayne Wade was not 
practicing very regularly in the season, as a way of injury conservation, which makes sense. But 
it's hard when the guy who says, you're not trying hard enough, isn't practicing in 100% of the 
practices. So they kind of push back here. And the way that we know that this happened is Nick 
Friedell had talked to Taj Gibson, who is just a legend of good locker room guy. And he's been a 
revelation for the New York Knicks of late as a veteran presence. He told him, yeah, the young 
guys kind of let Dwayne Wade, hear their thoughts on his comment. 
ADAM:  They talked about practice. 
MIKE:  And talking about practice. So there was some frustrations and burbling and basically, 
the Bulls finished the season of 42 and 40, which was the exact same record as they did the 
year before they got to the playoffs. And as you had mentioned, playoff Rondo was in full effect, 
and they won the first two games and it was great-- 
ADAM:  In Boston. 
MIKE:  In Boston, and not easy to do. And then he injured his thumb, I believe? 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  And couldn't play the rest of the series. And they lost four games in a row. 
ADAM:  Yeah, and fun fact, I was in Boston, the weekend that game six and presumably seven 
would have been happening and I had tickets to game seven I was gonna go with our buddy 
Christian. Because the Cubs were also playing the Red Sox at Fenway Park that weekend and 
just lined up that way. But yeah, it's weird, it's very interesting to think of what would have 
happened had Rando not gotten injured. I mean, there there is zero part of me that thinks that 
Bulls team would have gone further than a first round upset and probably getting stomped in the 



second round. But yeah, it was it was certainly one of the more surreal Bulls fan experiences 
and I do want to say about Nick Friedell, the reporter, your boy Nick Friedell predicted that this 
year's Bulls would be 11th in the East. So he can suck butt. 
MIKE:  Yeah, he doesn't cover the Bulls anymore. So I guess that was his problem is he was 
out of sight out of mind and didn't recognize that they would be a very good team. So I'm glad 
that you've kept the receipts. But yes, it is a big one, if because that offseason, the Bulls then 
traded Dwyane Wade to the Cavaliers which also didn't go well. And then he went back to the 
Heat. So it's just a big what would have happened if they kept it going. The Bulls also moved on 
from Rajon Rondo. He was not on the team the next year, and then not soon after Jimmy Butler 
was shown the door as well. So it was just a really weird year, I remember that offseason, one 
being surprised that Dwayne Wade wasn't returning to the Heat and then very surprised that the 
Bulls signed him, it was strange. And like you said, it was one of the more confusing Chicago 
Bulls teams that still has a big what if out there. But it doesn't matter because now the Bulls are 
good and fun. And you don't have to worry about it. 
ADAM:  Yeah, I preferred DeBallZach to the three alphas. I think, I think two alphas and 
DeRozan and LaVine work much better. 
MIKE:  And three alphas is also just such a bad nickname. 
ADAM:  Yeah. 
MIKE:  It is so terrible. Because you have taken this thing, I guess it's like trying to reclaim 
what's supposed to be a dig against the team. 
ADAM:  Right. 
MIKE:  But then the problem was, they lived up to their nickname, and it didn't work out well at 
all. 
ADAM:  It did not, it did not. 
MIKE:  And that was the very confusing tale of the very confusing 2016-2017, Chicago Bulls. 
 
Outro [58:01] 
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