
Saint Joseph’s University 
BS Child & Family Studies Major Curriculum Requirements (Entered prior to Fall 2023) 

General Education Program (GEP) Signature Courses 

1.  First Year Sem(EDU 150 Schools in Society w/field) 

2.  PHL 154 Moral Foundations 

3.  Theology Signature Core (THE 153, 154, or 155)  

4.  ENG 102 Texts & Contexts  (pre-req: ENG 101) 

5.  HIS 154 Forging the Modern World 

6.  Faith & Reason (pre-reqs: THE 154 and PHL 154) 

 
GEP Variable Courses 

7.  ENG 101 Craft of Language  

8.  Art, Music/Theatre/Film, or Lit  

9.  Math Beauty (Based on placement)  

10.  Natural Science with Lab (4 credits)  

11.  EDU 151 Dev, Cognition & Learning.  
(Social/behavioral Science & W-I)  

12.  Non-native Language I  

13.  Non-native Language II  

14.   Philosophical Anthropology 
(pre-req: PHL 154)  

15.  Religious Difference (THE/ REL XXX)  

 
Integrative Learning Courses  

16.  SPE 160 Intro to Special Ed w/field (Ethics 
overlay) (pre-req: PHL 154) 

17.  EDU 246 Language & Culture w/field 

18.    HIS 201 or HIS 202 US History  

 
GEP Overlays  
 Writing-Intensive (pre-req: ENG 101) EDU 

151 fulfills this overlay 
 

 Ethics-Intensive (pre-req: PHL 154) SPE 160 
fulfills this overlay 

 

 Diversity/Globalization/Non-Western EDU 
150 fulfills this overlay 

 

 Diversity (requirement for the Class of 2025 
forward only) EDU  246 fulfills this overlay. 

 

 
 
 
 

Major Requirements 
If registered for EDU or SPE courses w/Field, students must also 
register for EDU 999 Fieldwork.  All clearances must be submitted 
before classes start each semester. 
Core Requirements  

19.  EDU 121 Child Development 

(1.)  EDU 150 Schools & Society w/Field  

(11.)  EDU 151 Cognition & Learning w/Field 

(17.)  EDU 246 Language and Culture w/ Field 

(16.)  SPE 160 Intro to Special Education w/field 

20  SPE 379 Fam School & Comm:Diverse Soc 

21.  EDU 370 Special Topics in Education 

 
Area Studies Courses (7 required - see reverse for options) 

22.  Area Studies 1 or 2    

23.  Area Studies 1 or 2  

24.  Area Studies 1 or 2  

25.  Area Studies 1, 2, or 3  

26.  Area Studies 1, 2, or 3  

27.  Area Studies 1, 2, or 3  

28.  Area Studies 1, 2, or 3  

 
Electives Complete the number of electives needed to reach the 
120 credits required for graduation 

  Free Elective    

  Free Elective    

  Free Elective    

  Free Elective    

  Free Elective    

  Free Elective    

  Free Elective    

  Free Elective    

  Free Elective    

  Free Elective    

  Free Elective    

 



 
 
 
Area Studies Course Options 
Note about Electives: EDU courses in the Teacher Education Reading Specialist Program or ESL program may be considered 
in consultation with the Chair of Teacher Education. Courses outside EDU, SPE and IHS may also be considered in 
consultation with the Chair of Teacher Education. 

Area Studies 1:  Learning & Instruction Focus  
●​ EDU 155 Foundations in Early Childhood 
●​ EDU 231 Assessment and Evaluation 
●​ EDU232 Literacy/Literature I 
●​ EDU 241 Fundamentals of Social-Emotional Learning in Early Childhood 
●​ EDU 242 Technology Enhanced Instruction 
●​ EDU 345 Trauma in Infancy and Childhood 
●​ EDU 471 Writing in the classroom 
●​ Other EDU course approved by the Department Chair 

Area Studies 2: Special Education Focus 
●​ SPE 205 Inclusive Classrooms w/ Field 
●​ SPE 339 Educating Students w/Low Incidence Disability 
●​ SPE 369 369 Educating Students w/Emotional-Social Behavioral  Disability 

Area Studies 3: Health Focus 
●​ IHS 110 Psychosocial Aspects of Chronic Illness and Disability  
●​ IHS 248 Health and the School-aged Child  
●​ IHS 253 Nutrition: Health and Disease  
●​ IHS 331 Research Methods – Health 

 

Department of Teacher & Special Education Contact Information 

Department Chair 
Dr. Janine Firmender  
jfirmend@sju.edu 
235 Merion Hall 
610-660-1584 
 

Assoc. Department Chair 
Dr. Mollie Sheppard 
msheppar@sju.edu 
213 Merion Hall 
610-660-3165 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Angelean Sampson 
asampson@sju.edu 
230 Merion Hall 
610-660-1583 
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