
Outfit Vs. Shoes: Expert Advice On What Your Hat 
Should Match 

Choosing the perfect hat to go with your outfit can sometimes feel a bit 

confusing. Should your hat match your shoes? Or your dress? Maybe even your 

accessories? 

 

The truth is, when hats, outfits, and shoes come together in harmony, your 

whole look becomes more polished and put-together.  

This blog will break down everything about matching hats with shoes and 

outfits in a simple, straightforward way so you feel confident every time you 

step outside. 

How Matching Your Hat Completes the Perfect Look? 

Matching your hat with either your outfit or shoes helps balance your look. It 

shows you’ve put thought into your style and care about the little details. A hat 

that works with your whole outfit can make all the difference between looking 

thrown-together and looking elegant. 



Good hat and outfit coordination tips mean you don’t have to stress. When your 

pieces flow naturally, you look like you belong everywhere from the garden 

party to the derby. 

Hat Styles for Events and Matching Advice 

Different events call for different styles of hats. Knowing the basics helps make 

matching easier. 

 

1. Fancy Hats for Women and Formal Occasions 

If you love fancy hats for women, such as royal ascot hats or sleek fascinators, 

these usually pair best with more neutral shoes or those that pick up colors 

subtly from your hat or dress. For instance, a navy blue fascinator with navy 

pointees or shoes in a soft shade keeps things elegant and refined. 

For weddings, beautiful mother of the bride hats or wedding fascinators are 

often key statement pieces. Pair these with shoes that match the color tone or 

texture of your hat. For example, a silky hat with satin heels in matching hues 

https://thehatgirls.com/collections/shop-kentucky-derby-hats-and-fascinators
https://thehatgirls.com/products/thg7489


brings your entire look together. 

2. Derby Hats: Bold and Floral Choices 

At horse races or derby events, style is bright and playful. If wearing bold derby 

hats or floral kentucky derby hats, let your shoes support this look without 

stealing attention. Subtle colors pulled from the hat or dress work well. 

A green hat for women, like the lime green derby hat, can pair nicely with beige 

or brown shoes to keep your look balanced, while a large red hat can shine with 

matching red shoes or simple neutrals. 

3. Church Hats and Classic Elegance 

Church hats for women, like black church lady hats, call for more modest, 

classic choices. Match your hat with shoes in the same family, think traditional 

black heels or flats. This creates a polished formal look ready for church or tea 

parties. 

4. Casual Sun Hats and Everyday Style 

For a laid-back style, sun hats for women are perfect. These hats usually come 

in light, breathable fabrics and neutral colors.  

Pair with sandals, flats, or casual shoes in coordinating colors for a breezy, easy 

vibe that looks put together. 

How to Match Hats with Shoes: The Best Hat Colors to Match Outfit 

https://thehatgirls.com/products/courtney
https://thehatgirls.com/products/thg8702


 

When matching colors, there are a few ways to think about it: 

• Monochromatic looks: Choose shoes and hats in the same color family but 

maybe different shades for depth or detail. For example, a pink fascinator paired 

with soft blush heels.​

• Complementary colors: Pair shoes contrasting yet complementary to your hat 

or outfit. A black church lady hat with nude or white shoes can make a subtle 

but refined contrast.​

• Neutral base: Use neutral-colored hats like beige, white, or black when your 

shoes or outfit have bolder colors. 

Materials Matter Too! 

Matching the material of your hat and shoes creates seamless style. Wool hats 

work well with suede shoes, while straw or canvas hats are perfect with leather 

or woven sandals. 

Custom options make this even easier. Opting for custom hats means you can 

pick materials and colors that fit perfectly with your shoes and outfit for a 

https://thehatgirls.com/products/resko-shades-of-pink-sinamay-disk-with-magenta-crinkle-mount-center
https://thehatgirls.com/pages/kentucky-derby-custom-hat-design


flawless look. 

Practical Tips: Matching Your Hat, Outfit, and Shoes 

• If your hat is patterned or decorated, keep shoes simple.​

• For big hats, like a large red hat, balance with basic shoes.​

• Statement shoes can work if your hat and outfit are neutral.​

• Match hats with shoes for weddings or galas to create cohesion.​

• For outdoor events like polo matches, match your kentucky derby hats for 

women with comfortable yet stylish shoes in neutral shades. 

Additional Styling Advice and Considerations 

 

Some more tips to help your hat and shoes match look natural: 

• Match accessories like belts or bags with either your hat or shoes.​

• Consider the theme of the event, formal hat and shoe matches differ from 

casual ones.​

• Pay attention to proportions; big hats look best with sturdy shoes that balance 

the size. 

https://thehatgirls.com/products/kentucky-derby-hat-thg9439


If you want tips for wearing hats to specific occasions, such as weddings, more 

detailed guides exist to make sure you look your best without guesswork. 

Thinking about what shoes to wear with an outfit overall? There are guides that 

break down how to match shoes with dresses and suits, offering a full picture of 

style harmony. 

FAQ: Quick Answers About Hats, Outfits, and Shoes 

Q. Should my hat always match my shoes? 

A. No, but coordinating colors or themes helps balance your look. 

Q. What if I have a bold hat? 

A. Pair bold hats with neutral shoes to avoid overpowering your outfit. 

Q. How do I style a mother of the bride hat? 

A. Match the hat to your dress or shoes in color or theme for a balanced, formal 

look. 

Q. Can custom hats help with matching? 

A. Absolutely. Custom hats allow tailor-made color and material choices, 

making coordination easy. 

Q. What shoe styles work with derby hats? 

A. Classic heels, wedges, or smart flats in neutral or matching colors are best. 

Style in Perfect Balance 

Matching your hat with your outfit and shoes is all about balance and harmony. 

The right pairing doesn’t just complete your look, it adds polish, personality, 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mxyyb74LwP5UWVAiztisQMBa5TPKK3XVq_yVljEMT2c/edit?usp=sharing


and confidence. Whether it’s a bold derby hat, a delicate wedding fascinator, or 

a timeless church hat, paying attention to how your hat complements your style 

makes all the difference. 

If you’re ready to find a hat that feels truly yours, The Hat Girls can help. Our 

custom designs are crafted with care, from elegant wedding pieces to statement 

derby styles, ensuring every hat fits both your look and your occasion.  

Find your signature hat and step out in style. 

 

https://thehatgirls.com/
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