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Let’s make every vote count! 

 
Nathaniel Erskine-Smith interview with Justin Trudeau 

Liberal MP Nathaniel Erskine-Smith invited PM Justin Trudeau on his Uncommons podcast on 
Oct. 1. Trudeau’s comments about electoral reform (starting 30 minutes in) have received a lot 
of media attention.  

NCR chapter President Réal Lavergne was a guest on the Tim Powers show to discuss the 
interview. You can hear him starting 32 minutes into the Friday October 11th episode.  

Trudeau shared a clip of the electoral reform discussion on Twitter and Facebook, spreading PR 
misinformation. Please voice your support of PR on Trudeau’s posts on Facebook and Twitter.  

FVC put together a press release extensively fact-checking Trudeau’s comments in the 
interview. Also worth a listen is the commentary of the interview offered by a popular Youtube 
pundit. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWbb583S3Ts&t=2257s&ab_channel=NathanielErskine-Smith%2CM.P.%2CBeaches-EastYork
https://www.hilltimes.com/story/2024/10/10/not-surprising-trudeau-regrets-breaking-electoral-reform-pledge-as-conservatives-soar-says-fair-vote-canada/437510/
https://www.hilltimes.com/story/2024/10/10/not-surprising-trudeau-regrets-breaking-electoral-reform-pledge-as-conservatives-soar-says-fair-vote-canada/437510/
https://stingraypodcasts.com/the-tim-powers-show/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=420888524370098
https://x.com/JustinTrudeau/status/1842582381288690132
https://www.fairvote.ca/03/10/2024/fact-checking-justin-trudeau-on-electoral-reform/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NMpqFqBkz0k&t=17s&ab_channel=TheRationalNational


 

 
 

Recent provincial elections 

 

British Columbia went to the polls on October 19. It was a close election with the NDP and the 
Conservatives almost evenly matched, and the results are still not final as of Oct. 28, as 
absentee ballots are being counted. The NDP has not been invited to form government, and 
may have a razor thin majority, with 47 seats.It appears likely that the NDP will need support 
from the Green Party which won two seats and has shown no willingness to cooperate with the 
Conservative party. If so, this could create an opening for the Greens to insist on a citizens' 
assembly on electoral reform as a condition for support. Click here to access FVC’s statement 
on the BC election. 

Saskatchewan voted on October 28. This resulted in a fifth majority in a row for the 
Saskatchewan Party, winning 53% of the popular vote, although the NDP considerably 
increased its vote share and seat count.  

The New Brunswick election on October 21st led to a majority Liberal government. FVC put 
out a press release outlining the distortions: New Brunswick Liberals form “majority” government 
with 48.2% of the vote. Although a Citizen’s Assembly on Electoral Reform and proportional 
representation are policies the Liberal leader supports, the issue was not made part of the 
election campaign by either the Liberals or the Greens. The likelihood of the NB Liberals moving 
ahead on a citizens’ assembly seems remote, now that they’ve formed a false majority of their 
own. Experience shows that a party in such circumstances cannot sustain the support of its 
MLAs for electoral reform, even if the leader believes it would be the right thing to do.  

Nova Scotia will hold an election on November 26th. Premier Houston broke his own fix date 
election law in advance of the set date of July 15th, 2025.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2024_British_Columbia_general_election
https://www.fairvote.ca/22/10/2024/first-past-the-post-to-blame-for-leaving-bc-more-polarized-than-ever/
https://www.fairvote.ca/22/10/2024/first-past-the-post-to-blame-for-leaving-bc-more-polarized-than-ever/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2024_Saskatchewan_general_election
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/nb-election-2024-1.7358873
https://www.fairvote.ca/22/10/2024/new-brunswick-liberals-form-majority-government-with-48-2-of-the-vote/
https://www.fairvote.ca/22/10/2024/new-brunswick-liberals-form-majority-government-with-48-2-of-the-vote/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2024_Nova_Scotia_general_election


 

An update on the Charter Challenge 

The Charter Challenge sent out an update letting supporters know that the Ontario Superior 
Court will be hearing their appeal in November. In the meantime, the court will hear from 6 
interveners, 5 of whom support electoral reform! Anyone interested in keeping up with the 
Charter Challenge can sign up for updates by visiting their website.  

Fair Vote Toronto will be hosting a briefing on the Charter Challenge from 2-4 PM on Sunday 
November 3rd. Anyone interested to tune in virtually can send an email to toronto@fairvote.ca 
to receive the Zoom link.   

 
 
A review of the provincial polls 

 

Québec polls are now predicting a Parti Québécois minority government. A minority government 
would increase the likelihood of a citizens’ assembly on electoral reform taking place. The 
Quebec Liberals are expected to form the official opposition. The Liberals tend to be on the 
winning side of first-past-the-post electoral games, but the current situation of the Liberals is an 
interesting one. At this stage in Quebec’s electoral history, they can no longer hope to form 
government by winning seats only in Montreal, yet they cannot win seats outside of Montreal 
under FPTP. The Liberals will be holding a leadership race in early 2025 and are looking to 
renew the Quebec Liberal Party. One can hope that they too may decide to join a multi-party 
coalition for electoral reform in Quebec.  

 

Ontario polls are predicting yet another false Conservative majority, with 75% of the seats based 
on 42% of the popular vote. A recent opinion piece by Steve Paikin titled What the recent 
political news out of B.C. could mean for Ontario calls for more cooperation between the 
different opposition parties for the next provincial election. Closer to home, Conservative MPP 
Lisa MacLeod has announced that she’s not seeking reelection. For our chapter, this may 
provide a good opportunity to make an issue of electoral reform in that riding during the next 
election.  

 
 
Update following the election in France  
 
Michel Bernier, an elected member of the centre-right Republican Party, was chosen as 
France’s new prime minister on September 5th, almost two months after the election on July 
7th. This choice of prime minister has not been popular among progressive parties and voters 
but with the vote split between the left, the centre and the right, Macron opted for someone 
closer to his own political movement, rather than a candidate proposed by the New Popular 
Front on the left, which won a plurality of the popular vote.  

https://www.charterchallenge.ca/
mailto:toronto@fairvote.ca
https://338canada.com/quebec/
https://338canada.com/ontario/
https://www.tvo.org/article/what-the-recent-political-news-out-of-bc-could-mean-for-ontario
https://www.tvo.org/article/what-the-recent-political-news-out-of-bc-could-mean-for-ontario
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/nepean-mpp-lisa-macleod-wont-seek-re-election
https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/macron-names-eu-former-brexit-negotiator-michel-barnier-as-france-s-new-prime-minister-1.7026090
https://www.ctvnews.ca/world/macron-names-eu-former-brexit-negotiator-michel-barnier-as-france-s-new-prime-minister-1.7026090
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/politics/article/2024/09/06/french-left-promises-to-fight-new-pm-barnier-saying-he-lacks-political-legitimacy_6725038_5.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/sep/07/thousands-protest-france-emmanuel-macron-michel-barnier


 
It may be worthwhile to keep an eye on French politics as both Macron’s party Renaissance and 
the Rassemblement National expressed support for proportional representation during their 
campaigns. More recently, MoDem president François Bayrou called for proportional 
representation as well. Le Devoir article La France est-elle prête pour la VIe République? gives 
a good summary of the current situation.  

 
 
Another great Pride weekend 
 
The final numbers are in from our outreach efforts at Capital Pride last August: 363 signatures 
for the Declaration of Voters’ Rights,  including 95 new volunteers for our chapter! It’s worth 
noting that the Declaration has now hit the 100 000 signatures mark, a feat for which we can 
surely take pride.  

For those interested, Réal has updated the Lessons Learned document, which contains some 
details and reflections following the Pride event.  

Below, FVC volunteers Blake Hamilton and Josh Franklin. Click here to see more photos.  

 

 

 
 
New educational videos 
 
Fair Vote Canada has recently added some new educational videos to its Youtube channel: 
Proportional Representation 101 and What is a Citizens’ Assembly? 

 

 

https://www.lemonde.fr/en/les-decodeurs/article/2024/06/18/french-elections-what-we-know-about-the-policy-platforms_6675101_8.html
https://www.entrevue.fr/en/francois-bayrou-relance-le-debat-sur-la-proportionnelle-une-reforme-necessaire-pour-sortir-de-la-crise-politique/
https://www.entrevue.fr/en/francois-bayrou-relance-le-debat-sur-la-proportionnelle-une-reforme-necessaire-pour-sortir-de-la-crise-politique/
https://www.ledevoir.com/monde/europe/816443/france-est-elle-prete-vie-republique
https://secure.fairvote.ca/en/action/declaration-of-voters-rights-on-proportional-representation-d-claration-des-droits-des
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1b9x7Y-7HJbZEPmCSgoYy4lyqAoNvfvNbrIp74PuTPVE/edit#heading=h.yyx2yijwt493
https://photos.app.goo.gl/ty8Y8NzgLuHFHYdFA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_S0Pjhh2A9g&ab_channel=FairVoteCanada
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ERx_34_udoM&ab_channel=FairVoteCanada


New documents on citizens’ assemblies 
 
Fair Vote Canada Executive Director Anita Nickerson recently shared two documents about 
citizens’ assemblies. The first one, Getting Real About Citizens’ Assemblies: A New Theory of 
Change for Citizens’ Assemblies addresses issues that can arise during the process of a 
citizens’ assembly. The second one, How can citizens’ assemblies help navigate the systemic 
transformations required by the polycrisis? Is a longer document calling for a more sophisticated 
theory of change on subjects where systemic reform is at stake.  

A recent article in the Tyee titled The Magic That Happens at Citizens’ Assemblies provides an 
overview of citizens’ assemblies following a recent democracy conference in Vancouver.  

 

 
Updates about the Longest Ballot Committee campaign 
 
The Longest Ballot Committee strikes again, this time during the recent byelection in 
LaSalle-Émard-Verdun. The ballot reached a total of 91 candidates! One of the candidates was 
our NCR chapter Executive Committee member Blake Hamilton.  

The campaign gained significant media attention once again. The Hill Times wrote an article 
titled Elections Canada braces for mammoth byelection ballot count as protesters sign up 
dozens of candidates and the CBC filmed a segment titled What’s at stake in the upcoming 
federal byelections where the campaign is mentioned. 

 

 
Looking back at the OLP AGM 
 
Fair Vote Canada volunteers were out in good numbers at the recent Ontario Liberal Party AGM 
in London on September 20-22. Here are a few photos. There were actually two groups of 
volunteers there: a large contingent of FVC volunteers leafleting at the entrance ways of the 
Convention hall, and a smaller group of Liberal Party delegates circulating a more 
Liberal-specific handout on the Convention floor itself. Our insider volunteers were able to make 
sure almost every person present at the AGM was given one of our handouts. Have a look at 
our chapter President Réal Lavergne’s notes following the AGM. You may also want to fill out 
this survey from the OLP to voice your support for electoral reform. 

Below, a picture of Réal comparing notes with Joshua Rambout, from London, who was heading 
the FVC group. The two sets of messages were slightly different but mutually reinforcing. 

https://europeandemocracyhub.epd.eu/getting-real-about-citizens-assemblies-a-new-theory-of-change-for-citizens-assemblies/
https://europeandemocracyhub.epd.eu/getting-real-about-citizens-assemblies-a-new-theory-of-change-for-citizens-assemblies/
https://cast.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/the-centre-for-climate-change-and-social-transformations-cast-guidelines-how-can-citizens-assemblies-help-navigate-the-systemic-transformations-required-by-the-polycrisis.pdf
https://cast.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/the-centre-for-climate-change-and-social-transformations-cast-guidelines-how-can-citizens-assemblies-help-navigate-the-systemic-transformations-required-by-the-polycrisis.pdf
https://thetyee.ca/Analysis/2024/10/01/Magic-Happens-Citizens-Assemblies/
https://www.hilltimes.com/story/2024/09/12/elections-canada-prepares-for-mammoth-byelection-ballot-count-as-protesters-sign-up-dozens-of-candidates/433938/?utm_source=The+Hill+Times&utm_campaign=b0fbac0e52-Todays-Headlines-Subscribers&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_251d35861a-b0fbac0e52-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=b0fbac0e52&mc_eid=6a77b123eb
https://www.hilltimes.com/story/2024/09/12/elections-canada-prepares-for-mammoth-byelection-ballot-count-as-protesters-sign-up-dozens-of-candidates/433938/?utm_source=The+Hill+Times&utm_campaign=b0fbac0e52-Todays-Headlines-Subscribers&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_251d35861a-b0fbac0e52-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&mc_cid=b0fbac0e52&mc_eid=6a77b123eb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=y6xXu_KLoH0&ab_channel=CBCNews
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=y6xXu_KLoH0&ab_channel=CBCNews
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipOL-mP1w5EobX-_qA_fATGSZjHRGUiCK7TRNYImhYA9NuBoeLuz1RcWnmV3qrVJkw?pli=1&key=ZU41WjFsenhWZE9GMDl2WGtfLXdZQWN3WkYwTnBR
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NRRvged-qTrpnoM4v_79blWZ0R2le1BWX6ybPV3Oc7Y/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.ucbtfi7o6hzz
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19-1SccPDVoS9auB3kvKCNu2fj5V5ElX0pyJylug--Os/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.gjdgxs
https://ontarioliberal.ca/fall-check-in-survey-2024/?utm_campaign=ds_2024_fall-check-in-survey&utm_source=blast&utm_medium=email&utm_content=button-1_A&pcd=2024_em_surv_fall-check-in-survey_01_A_don_en_bc_button-1&emci=1b10eb8f-cc75-ef11-991a-6045bdee6681&emdi=d2e826f1-d475-ef11-991a-6045bdee6681&ceid=1285688


 

 

 
GPO motion calling on a citizens’ assembly on electoral reform 
 
Executive Committee member Blake has submitted a motion calling on the Green Party of 
Ontario to convene a provincial citizens’ assembly on electoral reform. Party members voted on 
their preferred policies on October 11th. The top 10 policies will then be presented at the GPO 
convention on November 10th. 

A similar policy recommendation is also being put to the newly formed Canadian Future party 
for consideration during its inaugural convention in Ottawa the weekend of Nov. 10.  

 

 
Other PR News 
 

●​ La Presse article Entre volonté populaire et accidents électoraux gives a good analysis 
following 2024 elections in France and the UK.  

●​ Check out Fair Vote Canada’s new stories page! 
●​ This Boston Review reading list on democracy features several articles discussing 

electoral reform. 
●​ Retweet this article about political violence and electoral systems. 
●​ FVC is hosting a PR letter-writing workshop at 7 p.m. on Nov. 10. Anyone can register 

here.  
●​ Liberal MP Nathaniel Erskine-Smith recently made a video where, among other things, 

he talks about the importance of electoral reform. You can watch and share it on 
Facebook. 

●​ TVO discussed Trudeau’s broken electoral reform promise, starting here at 7:10. You 
can share the video on Facebook. 

●​ Those who missed the webinar earlier this month on PR in the UK, the US and Canada 
can now watch the recording. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OIExwaQzaTGYgUGFL3xKLU3Mj16MzQqKmmZd3SuwPYA/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OIExwaQzaTGYgUGFL3xKLU3Mj16MzQqKmmZd3SuwPYA/edit?tab=t.0
https://gpo.ca/policy-statements-directive-and-constitutional-motions/
https://www.lapresse.ca/dialogue/opinions/2024-07-11/elections-francaises-et-britanniques/entre-volonte-populaire-et-accidents-electoraux.php?sharing=true
https://www.fairvote.ca/proportional-representation-stories/
https://mailchi.mp/bostonreview.net/reading_list_10_27_2024
https://x.com/just_security/status/1848350753598939254?s=19
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sdemqqjMiE9cJYUqfaVHe9KZJny-fUA4z#/registration
https://www.facebook.com/FairVoteCanada/posts/pfbid02mXbe4DpeEJ8otsW3PLmLhLCzWCG49tfYmP8ovAoJFAJcjfErQf1QD8GvNfHg9Fral
https://www.facebook.com/FairVoteCanada/posts/pfbid02mXbe4DpeEJ8otsW3PLmLhLCzWCG49tfYmP8ovAoJFAJcjfErQf1QD8GvNfHg9Fral
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozW3FKB66bo&t=438s&ab_channel=TVOToday
https://www.facebook.com/FairVoteCanada/posts/pfbid02YsAQkFZk2Uk1NZMmz8qpppSghq4VoUwxSsT1nRGaZA3uaAWHFefQ8fAL4PVQW3Qjl
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jDZtJ_EmfAk&ab_channel=FairVoteCanada


 
 
CHAPTER RESOURCES 
 

●​ Toronto’s latest newsletter 
●​ Chapter resources and other documents 
●​ PR messaging guide 
●​ Citizens’ assembly guide 
●​ Guide for self-starters 
●​ Election result spreadsheets 

 
Supporting our chapter 
 
It is now possible to support the FVC NCR chapter directly with an e-transfer into our account 
with Alterna Savings! 
 
e-Transfers sent to fvcncrtreasurer@gmail.com are automatically deposited to the FAIR VOTE 
CANADA, NCR CHAPTER account at Alterna Savings. No password or code should be 
required. 
 
We thank you very much for your generosity! 
 

NEXT NCR CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING:  
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 14TH AT 7:30PM, ONLINE 

 
ZOOM LINK 

 
Fair Vote Canada, National Capital Region Chapter 

Représentation équitable au Canada, section de la région de la capitale nationale 
 

For a voting system that elects who we vote for 
Pour un mode de scrutin qui élit pour qui nous votons 

 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

 

https://www.fairvotetoronto.ca/5-doug-ford-policies-that-might-not-have-passed-if-ontario-had-pr/
https://www.fairvotecanadancr.ca/resources/ncr-chapter-resources?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=NCR%20Chapter%20Newsletter%20January%202024&utm_medium=email
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QowwthZy1e2A9zIKIQRl212fGzZ7CHtY2ACMpi-tQCU/edit#slide=id.p
https://assemblyguide.demnext.org/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LIh7I_2X_4lrP0QeCr4T2TcT9fgfjXvl21IAUG170dA/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0Bx38vorBQgfmZUJnYUphV0NieTA?resourcekey=0-enNw215fmBFl9uUbbr45Mw&usp=drive_link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85744770243?pwd=SThCSVRHUVp1djJIMWJHMW5oRDI3UT09
https://www.fairvotecanadancr.ca/

