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1.​ INTRODUCTION 
 
The introduction should be written in a way that is understandable to researchers without specialist 
knowledge in that area and must clearly state (and if helpful, illustrate) the background to the research 
and its aims. The section should end with a brief statement of what is being reported in the article. 
 
Standard chemical symbols and abbreviations may be used in the text, but full term should be given 
when first mentioned. Units of measurements should be spelled out except when preceded by a 
numeral. If no-metric measurement units are used the metric equivalent should be mentioned. The 
complete scientific name of every organism must be cited when it is first mentioned in the text. The 
generic name may be abbreviated thereafter, except when there are references to other genera with 
the same initial. The use of common names must be accompanied by the correct scientific name on 
first use. 
 

2.​ METHODOLOGY 
 
This section should include the design of the study, the type of materials involved, a clear description 
of all comparisons, and the type of analysis used, to enable replication. For studies involving human 
participants, a statement detailing ethical approval and consent should be included. 
 

3.​ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION​
 

The results and discussion may be combined into a single section or presented separately. This 
section may also be broken into subsections with short, informative headings. 
 

4.​ CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
This should state clearly the main conclusions of the research and give a clear explanation of their 
importance and relevance. Summary illustrations may be included. 
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