
Open Letter on Recent Events in Israel and 
Gaza to the UC-Berkeley Community 

To sign the letter, click here. 

 

We are Berkeley faculty who are deeply concerned about recent and ongoing events in the 
Middle East, and about their direct impact upon the safety of our community of students, staff 
and faculty on campus. 

On the morning of October 7, Hamas terrorists launched a brutal and vicious attack, entering 
Israel from Gaza. In villages and towns near the Israel/Gaza border, they murdered by gun, knife, 
and fire more than 1,000 unarmed civilians, including babies, children, women, the elderly, and 
entire families, in their homes and on the street. 

They went door-to-door annihilating whole families. They killed children in front of their parents 
and siblings. They abused women, and paraded their mistreated naked bodies. They massacred 
hundreds of young people attending a nature party in the desert. And they took captive over 150 
children, infants, elderly in wheelchairs, women and men, to be used as human shields, and 
worse. 

The murdered and kidnapped include citizens of Israel, the United States, Brazil, Argentina, 
Nepal, Thailand, the Philippines, China and Germany. We hope no more countries will be added 
as lists of those who died and were kidnapped are continually updated.   

We fear for the lives of the hostages, and in particular for the women. We all know sexual 
assault and violence against women in civil society is out of proportion. We shudder to think of 
what is happening now to the women hostages. We call for their immediate release.  

While we individually have many different views about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, we 
emphatically agree with President Biden's characterization of this murderous attack - the 
purposeful annihilation, rape, kidnapping, and execution of civilians - as a violation of every code 
of human morality. 

Some in our campus community have described these massacres perpetrated by Hamas as 
"resistance" to be "celebrated" in a "freedom struggle." This is repugnant and indefensible. For 
many of us, as we went on social media on Sunday night and Monday morning, it was shocking 
to realize that literally while Hamas terrorists were going house-to-house seeking to murder as 
many Jews as they could, some pro-Palestinian organizations on our own campus were 
gathering petition signatures for statements that celebrated these Hamas terrorists as freedom 
fighters and rejected any critique of their actions.  

We condemn this violence for what it is, and we extend our deepest sympathies to Israelis and 
to Jews worldwide in this hour of terror and brutal devastation. It is possible to do this and 
simultaneously evince deep sympathy and concern for the people of Gaza as they face a major 
military onslaught whose impact will indeed be brutal. It is possible simultaneously to condemn 
unequivocally what occurred this weekend for the barbarism it was and to advocate for justice 
for Palestinians. We mourn all loss of life and security in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and we 
pray for a swift resolution to the current violence and the return of the hostages. 

https://forms.gle/g7Cf11PZwUKo63SL9


We recognize of course that UC-Berkeley has students and community members from all 
regions, including from the Gaza Strip. We cherish our diversity and respect our Palestinian 
colleagues, students, and neighbors. We pray for the safety of all our community members and 
their families. 
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Carla Hesse, Professor of History, UC Berkeley 
 
Ethan Katz, Associate Professor of History & Director, Center for Jewish Studies 
 
Daniela Kaufer, Professor, Integrative Biology 
 
Eran Rabani, Professor and the Glenn T. Seaborg Chair in Physical Chemistry 
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Rebecca Abergel, Associate Professor, Departments of Nuclear Engineering and Chemistry  

Professor Dor Abrahamson, Berkeley School of Education 

Ilan Adler, Professor, IEOR 
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Mina Aganagic, Professor of Mathematics & Physics  

Ashok Ajoy, Assistant Professor, Chemistry 
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Margaret Lavinia Anderson, Professor Emerita, Department of History 
 
Michael Anderson, Professor, Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics 
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Malcolm Feeley, Professor of Law emeritus 
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Steven Fish, Professor of Political Science 
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Robin Flagg, Continuing Lecturer, School of Public Health 
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Graham Fleming, Professor, Chemistry 

Lee Fleming, Professor, IEOR and Haas School of Business 
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Thomas B Gold, Professor of Sociology, Emeritus 
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Allen Goldstein, Distinguished Professor, Department of Environmental Science, Policy and 
Management, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Joshua R. Goldstein, Professor, Demography Department 
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Shafi Goldwasser, Professor of EECS 
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David Grewal, Professor of Law, Berkeley Law School 
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Amy Gurowitz, Lecturer, Political Science 

Hartmut Haeffner, Professor, Physics 

Timothy Hampton, Distinguished Professor, Comparative Literature and French 

Richard Harland, Professor, Molecular and Cell biology 

John Hartwig, Henry Rapoport Professor, Department of Chemistry 



Daniel Harvitt, Associate Clinical Professor, Herbert Wertheim School of Optometry & Vision 
Science 

Ron Hassner, Chancellor's Professor and Helen Diller Family Chair in Israel Studies, Political 
Science 

tyrone B hayes, Professor, Dept. of Integrative Biology 

Steven Hayward, Fellow, Public Law and Policy Program, Berkeley Law 

Martin Head-Gordon, Kenneth S. Pitzer Distinguished Professor, Chemistry 

Teresa Head-Gordon, Professor of Chemistry, Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering and 
Bioengineering 

Rebecca Heald, Professor, Molecular and Cell Biology 

Etta Heber, Executive Director, Center for Jewish Studies 
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David Henkin, Professor, History 

Ben Hermalin, Distinguished Professor of Economics & Business 

Carla Hesse, Professor of History, UC Berkeley 
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Dorit Hochbaum, Professor, Industrial Engineering and Operations Research 

Dirk Hockemeyer, Molecular and Cell Biology 

Chris Hoofnagle, Teaching Professor of Law 

Peter Hosemann, Nuclear Engineering 
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John Huelsenbeck, Professor, Department of Integrative Biology 



James Hurley, Professor, Department of Molecular and Cell Biology 

Larry M. Hyman, Distinguished Professor or the Graduate School, Department of LInguistics 

Rich Ivry, Professor of Psychology and Neuroscience 
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Bob Jacobsen, Professor Emeritus, Physics Department 
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William Jagust, Professor of Public Health and Neuroscience 
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Na Ji, Professor, Department of Physics, Department of Molecular and Cell Biology 
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Michael Jordan, Professor, EECS and Statistics 

Victoria Kahn, Professor of English and Comparative Literature 
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Ali Kakhbod, Assistant Professor, Haas school of business 

Sam Kapon, Assistant Professor, Haas School of Business 

Shachar Kariv, Economics 

Richard Karp, Professor Emeritus, Computer Science 

Alan Karras, Associate Director and Senior Lecturer, Interdisciplinary Social Science Programs 

Zsolt Katona, Professor, Haas School of Business 

Alexander Katz, Professor, Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 

Ethan Katz, Associate Professor of History & Director, Center for Jewish Studies  

Randy Howard Katz, UMC Distinguished Professor, Computer Science, Emeritus 

Daniela Kaufer, Professor , integrative biology 



Darya Kavitskaya, Associate Professor, Slavic Languages and Literatures 

Robert Kayen, Adjunct Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering  

Kurt Keutzer, Professor of the Graduate School, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 

Shawn Kim, Assistant Professor, Haas School of Business 

Ron Kirby, Professor Emeritus, Mathematics 

Judith Klinman, Professor of the Graduate School, Departments of Chemistry and of Molecular 
and Cell Biology 

Robert Knight, Professor of the Graduate School, Dept Psychology 

M. A. R. Koehl, Professor of the Graduate School, Department of Integrative Biology 

Yuri Kolomensky, Professor, Department of Physics 

Shimon Kolkowitz, Herst Associate Professor of Physics 

Yaniv Konchitchki, Associate Professor, Haas School of Business 

Laura Kray, Professor and Ned and Carol Spieker Chair in Leadership, Haas School of Business 

Lance Kriegsfeld, Professor of Psychology and Integrative Biology 

Aditi Krishnapriyan, Assistant Professor, Chemical Engineering 

Leslie Kurke, Gladys Rehard Wood Professor of AGRS and Comparative Literature 

Ambar La Forgia, Assistant Professor, Haas School of Business 

Markita Landry, Associate Professor, department of chemical and biomolecular engineering  

Henrike Lange, Associate Professor, History of Art & Italian Studies  

Alessandra Lanzara, Professor, Department Physics 

Thomas W Laqueur, Helen Fawcett Distinguished Professor of History, Emeritus  

Daniel Lee, Professor of Political Science 

Edward A. Lee, Distinguished Professor Emeritus, EECS 

Steve Lehmann, Professor Emeritus, Integrative Biology 



Philipp Lenhard, DAAD Associate Professor, History and German 

Jonathan Leonard, Professor Emeritus, Haas School of Business. 

Stephen Leone, Departments of Chemistry and Physics 

John Lesch, Professor Emeritus, Department of History 

William A. Lester, Jr. Professor Emeritus, Department of Chemistry 

Joe Lewnard, Associate Professor, Division of Epidemiology, School of Public Health 

Antoine Levy, Assistant Professor, Haas School of Business 

Jonah Levy, Professor, Political Science Department 
​
Ethan Ligon, Professor, Agricultural & Resource Economics 

David Limmer, Associate Professor, Department of Chemistry 

Lin Lin, Professor of Mathematics 

Liwei Lin, Professor, Mechanical Engineering 

Polina Lishko, Adjunct Associate Professor, Department of Molecular and Cell 

Juan Liu, Assistant Adjunct Professor, Integrative Biology 

Michael Lustig, Professor, Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences 

Rich Lyons, Professor, Haas School 

Duncan MacRae, Associate Professor, Ancient Greek and Roman Studies 

Thomas Maimone, Professor, Department of Chemistry  

Jitendra Malik, Professor, EECS 

Kranthi Mandadapu, Associate Professor, Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 

Vladimir Mandelshtam, visiting professor, Chemistry 

Philip Marcus, Tien-Modak Chancellor’s Chair in Engineering, Professor Mechanical Engineering 

Michael Marletta, Professor of Chemistry and MCB 

Susan Marqusee, Professor, Molecular & Cell Biology and Chemistry 



Christopher Martin, Associate Professor of Integrative Biology 

Susan Maslan, Associate Professor of French 

Richard A. Mathies, Professor Emeritus, Chemistry Department 

Bryan D. McCloskey, Professor, Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 

Jimmy A. McGuire, Professor, Department of Integrative Biology 

Christopher F. McKee, Professor Emeritus, Physics Department & Astronomy Department 

Tim McQuade, Associate Professor, Haas School of Business 

Peter Menell, Koret Professor of Law, Berkeley Law 

Maureen C. Miller, Chancellor’s Distinguished Professor of History 

William H. Miller, Kenneth S. Pitzer Distinguished Professor of Chemistry (Emeritus), 
Department of Chemistry 

Don Moore, Professor, Haas School of Business 

Sarah Moshary, Assistant Professor, Haas School of Business 

Rikky Muller, Associate Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences 

Mathilde Munoz, Assistant Professor, Economics Department 

Steven Ross Murray, Teaching Professor and Director, Physical Education 

Michael Nachman, Professor, Integrative Biology 

Daniel Neumark, Melvin Calvin Distinguished Professor of Chemistry 

Eric Neuscamman, Associate Professor of Chemistry 

Rasmus Nielsen, Professor, Integrative Biology 

Borivoje Nikolic, Professor, Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences 

Eva Nogales, Professor, Molecular and Cell Biology 

Daniel Nomura, Professor, Department of Chemistry and MCB 

Carlos Noreña, Professor of History 



Eric Norman, Professor in the Graduate School, Dept. of Nuclear Engineering 

Maurice Obstfeld, Professor Emeritus, Economics 

Bruno Olshausen, Professor of Neuroscience and Optometry & Vision Science 

Martin Olsson, Professor, Mathematics 

James Olzmann, Associate Professor, Molecular & Cell Biology and Nutritional Sciences & 
Toxicology 

David Oppenheimer, Clinical Professor, School of Law  

Emily Ozer, Professor, Public Health 

Kevin Padian, Distinguished Professor and Curator Emeritus, Department of Integrative Biology 
and Museum of Paleontology 

Morton D. Paley, Professor Emeritus, English 

David Patterson, Professor Emeritus, Computer Science 

Fernand Pérez, Associate Professor, Statistics 

Per F. Peterson, Nuclear Engineering 

Paul Pierson, John Gross Distinguished Professor of Political Science 

Kristofer Pister, Professor, Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences 

Mary Power, Professor of the Graduate School, Integrative Biology 

Robert Price, Professor Emeritus, political science  

Kristin Primus, Associate Professor, Philosophy 

Eran Rabani, Professor and Glenn T. Seaborg Chair in Physical Chemistry, Department of 
Chemistry 

Micha Rape, Department of Molecular Cell Biology 

Michael Reich, Department of Economics 

Andres Rodriguez-Clare, Professor, Economics 

Gerard Roland, E. Morris Cox Distinguished Professor of Economics and Professor of Political 
Science 



Christine Rosen, Associate Professor, Haas School of Business 

Alan Ross, Lecturer, Political Science and Business Administration’ 

Alexander von Rospatt, Catherine and William L. Magistretti Distinguished Professor of South 
and Southeast Asian Studies  

Sheldon Rothblatt, Professor Emeritus, History 

Jesse Rothstein, Carmel P. Friesen Professor of Public Policy and Economics 

Boris Rubinsky, Professor, Mechanical Engineering 

Kaoru Saijo, Assistant Professor, Molecular and Cell Biology and Neuroscience 

Seth R. Sanders, Professor Emeritus, EECS Department  

Daniel Sargent, History Department & Goldman School of Public Policy 

Richmond Sarpong, Professor of Chemistry 

Miryam Sas, Professor, Comparative Literature and Film & Media 

Shankar Sastry, Professor, Depts. of EECS, BioEng., and MechE 

Robert Saxton, Assistant Professor, Department of MCB and Chemistry 

Richard J Saykally, Class of 1932 Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Chemistry 

David Schaffer, Professor of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering & Molecular and Cell 
Biology 

Julia Schaletzky, Executive Director, Center for Emerging and Neglected Diseases 

Andrew Scharlach, Professor of the Graduate School 

Randy Schekman, Professor of Cell and Developmental Biology, Department of Molecular and 
Cell Biology, Howard Hughes Medical Institute 

Henrik Scheller, Adjunct Professor, Plant and Microbial Biology 

Alanna Schepartz, TZ and Irmgard Chu Professor, Department of Chemistry and MCB 

Dan Schnur, Political Science 

Juliana Schroeder, Harold Furst Chair in Management, Haas 



Elisabeth Semel, Clinical Professor of Law 

Vera Serganova, Professor, Mathematics 

Andy Shanken, Professor of Architecture, Director of American Studies 

Michael Shapira, Professor of Integrative Biology 

Jonathan Sheehan, Professor, History Department  

Karthik Shekhar, Assistant Professor, Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 

Michal Shuldman, Assistant Teaching Professor, Integrative Biology 

Michael Silver, Professor of Optometry and Vision Science and Neuroscience 

Whendee Silver, Professor, Department of Environmental Science, Policy, and Management  

Park Sinchaisri, Assistant Professor, Haas School of Business 

Alp Sipahigil, Assistant Professor, EECS and Physics 

Nicholas Sitar, Distinguished Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Cailin Slattery, Assistant Professor, Haas School of Business 

Alan J. Smith, Professor Emeritus, EECS/Computer Science 

Steven Solomon, Alexander F. and May T. Morrison Professor of Law 

Fritz Sommer, Adjunct Professor, Helen Wills Neuroscience Institute 

Yun S. Song, Professor, EECS and Statistics 

Jennifer Sowerwine, Professor of Cooperative Extension, Environmental Science, Policy and 
Management 

David Sraer, Associate Professor, James J. and Marianne B. Lowry Chair in Business, Haas 
School of Busin 

Mark Stacey, Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Richard Stanton, Professor, Haas School of Business 

Philip B. Stark, Professor, Department of Statistics 

David Steigmann, Professor of Mechanical Engineering 



Jacob Steinhardt, Assistant Professor, Department of Statistics 

Jonathon Stillman, Adjunct Professor Integrative Biology 

Ion Stoica, Professor, EECS 

Robert Strand, Executive Director & Lecturer, Haas School of Business 

Guanyu Su, Assistant Professor, Nuclear Engineering 

Peter Sudmant, Assistant Professor of Integrative Biology 

Ann Swidler, Professor of the Graduate School, Sociology 

Nicolas Tackett, Professor, History 

Steve Tadelis, Professor of Economics, Business and Public Policy 

Avishay Tal, Assistant Professor, Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences 

Alan Tansman, Professor, EALC 

Alex Teytelboym, Visiting Chancellor's Professor, Mathematics 

F. Dean Toste, Gerald EK Branch Distinguished Professor, Department of Chemistry 

Rick Trachok, Law 

Francesco Trebbi, Professor of Business and Public Policy, Haas School of Business 

Jack Tseng, Associate Professor of Integrative Biology 

Nick Tsivanidis, Assistant Professor, Haas School of Business 

Laura Tyson, Distnguished Professor of the Graduate School, Berkeley-Haas School of Business 

Hendrik Utzat, Assistant Professor of Chemistry 

Moriel Vandsburger, Associate Professor, Department of Bioengineering 

Paula Varsano, Chinese Program Professor, East Asian Languages & Cultures 

J. Miguel Villas-Boas, Professor and J.Gary Shansby Chair in Marketing Strategy, Haas School of 
Business  

Sofia Berto Villas-Boas, Professor Department of agricultural and Resource Economics 



David Vogel, Professor Emeritus, Haas School of Business & Dept of Political Science 

Johan Walden, Professor, Haas School of Business 

R. Jay Wallace, William and Trudy Ausfahl Professor, Department of Philosophy 

Rui Wang, Assistant Professor, Department of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 

Rui Wang, Lecturer, Mathematics 

Noah Whiteman, Professor of Genetics, Genomics, Evolution, and Development, Department of 
Molecular Biology and Department of Integrative Biology  

Evan Williams, Professor of Chemistry  

Jason Wittenberg, Professor of Political Science 

Hung-Hsi Wu, Professor Emeritus of Mathematics 

Jonathan Wurtele, Professor of Physics 

Guo Xu, Associate Professor, Haas School of Business 

Ke Xu, Associate Professor, Department of Chemistry 

Ting Xu, Professor, Department of Materials Science and Engineering, Department of Chemistry  

Eli Yablonovitch, Professor in the Graduate School, Electrical Engineering & Computer Sciences 
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Peidong Yang, Professor of Chemistry 

Michael Yartsev, Associate Professor, Bioengineering and Neuroscience 

Jacob Yates, Assistant Professor of Optometry and Vision Science  

Kathy Yelick, Professor, EECS 
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Mark Yudoff, Professor Emeritus, Law School 
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Nikita Zhivotovskiy, Assistant Professor, Department of Statistics 
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Irving Zucker Professor of the graduate school departments of Psychology and Integrative 
Biology 

Michael Zuerch, Assistant Professor, Department of Chemistry 

 


