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New Law: Consent Age Drops to 14 in MA and RI  

 
Alt: Girl covers her mouth with her hand 
 
While many see Massachusetts and Rhode Island as beacons of liberal progression, a 
disturbing truth has been revealed about their current consent laws. Alarmingly, these states 
seem to fall short in protecting minors from sexual exploitation by adults in authoritative 
positions, unlike their counterparts - Texas and Kentucky. 
 



In defense of these states, union representatives often downplay the gravity of the situation, 
asserting that it is not an actual concern. However, this issue is far from negligible. 
Renowned researcher from Hofstra University, Carol Shakeshaft, provides a shocking 
contrast to this assertion. 
 
Back in 2004, when Shakeshaft published her study on sexual abuse in schools, she 
highlighted a very grim reality. Her work offered a disturbing perspective, suggesting that the 
scale of physical sexual abuse among students could be more than 100 times the reported 
cases within the Catholic Church. 

Comparative Analysis: The Policies of MA and RI vs. Texas and 
Kentucky 

While Massachusetts and Rhode Island are widely acclaimed for their progressive ideologies, the 
darker truth lurking behind their consent laws cannot be ignored. It begs for urgent attention, 
calling for these states to follow the footsteps of Texas and Kentucky. 

●​ Texas and Kentucky boast commendable measures to protect minors and students from 
potential sexual exploitation by adults in positions of power. 

●​ Contrarily, Massachusetts and Rhode Island fall disturbingly short of offering similar 
protection measures, thereby betraying the trust placed upon them. 

The Downplaying of a Critical Issue 

Despite the staggering evidence, some union officials are inclined to dismiss this issue, implying 
that it’s not a significant problem. Such an approach can only contribute to worsening the 
situation while concealing the real crisis. Stakeholders need to recognize the gravity of this issue 
and address it proactively to create a safer environment for minors. 

Carol Shakeshaft’s Revealing Study 

Back in 2004, Carol Shakeshaft, an established researcher at Hofstra University, threw light on 
the scale of physical sexual abuse in schools. Her findings were both shocking and alarming, 
suggesting that the rate of sexual abuse among students might dwarf the known instances within 
the Catholic Church. This revelation underscores the urgency and the vital need for immediate, 
effective interventions. 

Unsettling Legal Scenario: Validating Disturbing Acts 

Further research reveals that under Massachusetts and Rhode Island law, sexual acts with 
14-year-olds involving adults, including those in positions of authority, are deemed legal. Rhode 
Island’s Attorney General office confirmed this unsettling fact, stating that non-penetrative sexual 
interaction with consent from a 14-year-old minor, even by a teacher or school bus driver, is not 
considered illegal. 

Massachusetts and Rhode Island residents need to be aware of these troubling details: 



●​ Non-penetrative sexual interaction with the consent of a 14-year-old is deemed legal, 
even by adults in positions of authority such as teachers, coaches, and school bus 
drivers. 

●​ Sexual intercourse with the consent of a minor who is 16 or older is also seen as legal 
under the law, even if the adult is in a position of authority. 

●​ The constant flow of news stories about teachers being arrested for sexual misconduct 
exists because many states criminalize such actions. Conversely, in Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, such actions rarely lead to arrests because these acts aren’t regarded as 
crimes under their legal systems. 

●​ Alarmingly, 42 percent of sexual predators targeting students are women. 
●​ It is essential to remember that 14 and 16-year-olds are incapable of consenting to 

sexual interaction with adults, especially those in supervisory roles. This form of abuse 
can inflict severe, long-lasting damage on the victims. 

Active Organizations and Available Resources 

S.E.S.A.M.E. (Stop Educator Sexual Abuse Misconduct & Exploitation) is an organization 
committed to stopping the sexual abuse and exploitation of students by educators. Its website is 
a valuable resource for those seeking more information on this issue. 

The Alarming Spread of Misconduct Through Technology 

The last federal study on educator sexual abuse was conducted back in 2004, prior to the 
explosion of cell phones and social media. Reports suggest that social media has significantly 
amplified the opportunity for sexual predators in classrooms. 

The Urgency of Legal Reforms 

While there’s no need for panic, there’s a critical need for increased awareness and urgent legal 
changes. According to a 2004 report by the U.S. Department of Education, one in ten students 
may encounter some form of sexual misconduct by a school employee before they graduate high 
school. 

In a year-long investigation by USA Today, each state was graded on its background check 
procedures for teachers and its information sharing on disciplinary actions against them. Rhode 
Island scored a D, while Massachusetts received a failing grade. 

Time for Spotlight 2.0 

The sexual abuse of clergy was under the public radar until the production of a movie that 
explored the investigations of the Boston Globe’s Spotlight team. Perhaps it’s time for a similar 
expose on the sexual abuse occurring within schools. 

 Age of Consent

https://youtu.be/0UEGvQLDkD8


Son and Daughters Day 2015: A Platform for Awareness and Change 
Son and Daughters Day, celebrated in 2015, offers an invaluable opportunity to spotlight the 
urgent need for reforming consent laws in Massachusetts and Rhode Island. This day, 
traditionally dedicated to recognizing and cherishing our children, can also serve as a 
powerful platform to discuss and address the vulnerabilities faced by sons and daughters in 
our educational system.  
 
The alarming findings about the extent of sexual exploitation in schools, as revealed by 
Carol Shakeshaft and the disturbing legal realities in these states, should be at the forefront 
of discussions on this day. By focusing on the protection and welfare of our children on Son 
and Daughters Day, communities can galvanize support for legal reforms and enhanced 
safety measures.  
 
Parents, educators, and policymakers can use this day not only to celebrate the joy of 
parenting but also to commit to creating a safer, more secure environment for our children. In 
this way, Son and Daughters Day 2015 could mark a pivotal moment in transforming our 
approach to child protection and in strengthening the laws that safeguard the most 
vulnerable members of our society. 

Conclusion 
We must consider the dire state of consent laws in Rhode Island and Massachusetts as an 
urgent call to action. The need for comprehensive legal amendments, improved child 
protection measures, and greater societal vigilance cannot be overstated. It’s high time for 
policymakers, community leaders, and residents of these states to join forces and transform 
this regrettable situation. Ensuring the safety and well-being of our children is our collective 
responsibility, and together, we have the power to make a lasting, impactful change. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W3u_wgvkwwqwGWgP5LMonmpwBqcgQ5xVDTZa0tPU6zc/edit

	New Law: Consent Age Drops to 14 in MA and RI  
	Comparative Analysis: The Policies of MA and RI vs. Texas and Kentucky 
	The Downplaying of a Critical Issue 
	Carol Shakeshaft’s Revealing Study 
	Unsettling Legal Scenario: Validating Disturbing Acts 
	Active Organizations and Available Resources 
	The Alarming Spread of Misconduct Through Technology 
	The Urgency of Legal Reforms 
	Time for Spotlight 2.0 
	Son and Daughters Day 2015: A Platform for Awareness and Change 

	Conclusion 


