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About These Prototypes

The prototypes below were created by a group of educators working to apply their learning about Dr. Gholdy
Muhammad’s Historically Responsive Literacy (HRL) framework, outlined in her book Cultivating Genius:An Equity
Framework for Culturally and Historically Responsive Literacy, to the standards-aligned instructional materials
members of the group are using with students every day. To read more about the HRL framework, see this
introduction. The materials-specific prototypes shared here feature lessons or units from the open source materials
EL Education (original materials from EngageNY).

Educators hoping to engage with the HRL framework with their own standards-aligned instructional materials are
encouraged to consider their specific context and students, level of autonomy for curricular modifications, and
other changes that are needed to cultivate students’ identity, criticality, skills, and intellect (Muhammad).

Educator Authors:
Felecia Branch, Dr. Sherwanda Chism, Donna Corrothers, Alexis Fields, Tanya Hill, Tawana Jordan, Dr. Michael
Lowe, Adrianne Sublett, Islah Tauheed, Adrienne Williams

Planning/Reflection Prototypes

Pre- and Post-Lesson Reflection Questions for Teachers
Unit Reflection & Adaptation Template Version 1

Unit Planning Framework Template Version 2

Lesson Planning Template

Unit Level Prototypes

Prototype Instructional Materials | Grade | Unit Description

Schools & Community [EL Education (original 2 Module 1 This unit planning framework analyzes
materials from EngageNY) Module 1, and proposes text and task



https://shop.scholastic.com/teachers-ecommerce/teacher/books/cultivating-genius-an-equity-framework-9781338594898.html
https://shop.scholastic.com/teachers-ecommerce/teacher/books/cultivating-genius-an-equity-framework-9781338594898.html
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/opinion-author-interview-with-dr-gholdy-muhammad-cultivating-genius/2020/01
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/opinion-author-interview-with-dr-gholdy-muhammad-cultivating-genius/2020/01
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19VyVZfLt53beRe22RHVmSi-gRV-qk32XxUMBhGAyKgk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xmdwGPs1gi0QUfld8BA_bszj0NrzuhSYKOyz1qosIFs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1or2VGburkRPExgQr_-Snk1Qwxqgcz3jPZUm5tKPMxPU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rJUrgtT_NrZIhQWAYOsWVhmb6ipH6dLMyHKSSXcPnAc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nb3oGzntJkN_a5vtycCHFrJeDzuluxWFTdW4RhmrbAU/edit?usp=sharing
https://curriculum.eleducation.org/curriculum/ela/grade-2/module-1

adjustments.

American Revolution EL Education (original 4 Module 3, Unit 1 This planning framework proposes unit
materials from EngageNY) adjustments, including revised learning
goals and supplemental texts.
Rainforests EL Education (original 5 Module 2, Units 1-3 | This planning framework proposes unit
materials from EngageNY) adjustments, including revised learning
goals and supplemental texts.
Lesson Level Prototypes
Prototype Instructional Materials | Grade | Unit/Lesson Description
lohn Henry EL Education (original 6 To be used with This additional lesson, to be paired with
materials from EngageNY) Module 1 (Greek the content of Lessons 6-7, centers the
Mythology) story of John Henry - an African American
folk hero.
The Hero’s Journey EL Education (original 6 To be used with This additional lesson, to be paired with

materials from EngageNY)

Module 1(Greek
Mythology)

Lesson 12, asks students to consider
how street credibility relates to
characteristics of the hero’s journey.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Nc7gWv-NWPZjkOS6iSQzOWlbCxTdM8sxI6mRKspUCtU/edit?usp=sharing
https://curriculum.eleducation.org/curriculum/ela/grade-4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sauzI7YbO3S5EPPA45XQDY8b81C7deC-yyRU9HRNCm8/edit?usp=sharing
https://curriculum.eleducation.org/curriculum/ela/grade-5/module-2
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mL1MEHVltBGAELjTmI6L_0JlDhhfU0smM4S7AiMGuDo/edit?usp=sharing
https://curriculum.eleducation.org/curriculum/ela/2019/grade-6/module-1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1es6hI2Rf0zX2lBsjG8XtcIRpGnlPfRypo2lgy6U8UU4/edit?usp=sharing
https://curriculum.eleducation.org/curriculum/ela/2019/grade-6/module-1

