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In general, when looking to narrow one’s search results, the addition of additional
phrases with the AND operator can close in on a subject. Alternatively,
substituting the AND for an OR will expand one's results. However, these
Boolean operators should not be applied without thinking. Consider that you may
accidentally exclude valuable informtion if you use an AND, when simply
changing the field code will suffice.
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While both scholarly journals and peer-reviewed articles have more credibility
than other published material, they are still not quite on the same level. As
peer-reviewed articles have been critiqued by other individuals in the field, and
are thus subject to a second round of scrutiny, it is to be expected that there were
fewer results than those represented in the scholarly articles search.

2. Search Engines

a.

I’'m a big fan of classic rock and metal bands, and so I thought an interesting
search would be to look up ‘neon knights,” one of my favorite songs off of the
Heaven and Hell album by Black Sabbath. I did not capitalize my search to see
what alternate results might come up.
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Neon Knights is a heavy metal song by Black Sabbath from their 1980 album Heaven and Hell. It

was the last song written for the album and the only one with bassist Geezer Butler’s input.

C.
I used Yahoo for my second search engine.

d. While the top three results both produced information on the song that I had in
mind when I started my search, Google’s top two links took me to the music video
for the song. It also presented me with a brief informational blurb about the song,



some informaiton about the band, and the album that it was from. Yahoo, on the
other hand, had its first result about a game called Neon Knights. It still had the
music video that I was looking for, but then directed me to the Wikipedia page for
the song.

Between these two, I honestly prefer the information presented by Yahoo —it’s a
little more varied, so if I’d had a wider range of interests, my needs would have
been better met. The Wikipedia page will also provide more information for me to
explore. In contrast, it felt like the Google page assumed what information I
wanted to know, and presented it without the option to delve further.

3. King Library's OneSearch, WorldCat, and Google Books

a.

When I used OneSearch to explore ‘neon knights,” I came up with 551 results.
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There was 1 book located in OneSearch that related to ‘neon knights.” I was able
to determine that this result came up because it discusses Neon Genesis
Evangelion.
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When looking in WorldCat, I found 83 results related to ‘neon knights.’
Furthermore, when I scrolled down the list, there was even on that was talking
about the history of Black Sabbath as a band!
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I blacked out the information relating to my address, but this one was nearby at
the Berkeley Public Library.
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f. I think that out of these results, I preferred WorldCat to either of the other results.
It was the only one that was actually able to find me a copy of something that
related to my intended topic — and it also told me where I would be able to obtain
it! Google provided what looked to be a bunch of self-published novels, which
wasn’t as relevant to my search, and the OneSearch was too narrow to address my

(admittedly niche) topic.

OneSearch and Google Scholar
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a.
I found 363 results in OneSearch for ‘black-crowned night heron.’
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I found 37300 results in Google Scholar for ‘black-crowned night heron’

While both of these produced a surprising amount of information on the official
bird of Lake Merritt, I found the amount of articles provided by Google Scholar to
be frankly overwhelming. OneSearch provided abstracts, and a brief overview of



each article, whereas Scholar highlighted where my search term showed up in the
text.

The wider variety of articles could be more useful if I were to write a specific
paper on this bird, but I feel that even so, the OneSearch would better allow me to
find relevant information with more ease.



