
Opinion Writing Resources For 2nd Grade - Made During Covid! 
 

Videos 

 

Introduction to Opinion Writing 

 

Beginning - Hook/Lead & Opinion Statement 

 

Middle - Reasons & Explanations 

 

End - Bring It To a Close! 

Structure of Opinion Writing 

 

Simple Oreo Structure 

 

Opinion Writing Format Example & Checklist 

 

Detailed OREO Structure With Beginning, Middle, & End! 

 

Transition Words 

 

Transition Words for Opinion Writing 

 

Opinion Words and Phrases Chart 

 

 

Checklists 

 

Simple Checklist to help with structure: 

Double-Stuffed OREO Format for Opinion Writing 

 

2nd Grade Expectations / Checklists: 

Opinion Writing Checklist - With Pictures 

Opinion Writing Checklist (Without Pictures) 

Teacher Examples 
 

Stay Home During Coronavirus Example With 2 Reasons 

Stay Home During Coronavirus Example With 3 Reasons 

 

Beginning - Frog and Toad - Weak vs. Awesome 

Beginning - Cam Jansen - Weak vs. Awesome 

Video - Beginning Weak vs. Awesome Frog and Toad & Cam Jansen  

 

Middle - Frog and Toad - Weak vs. Awesome 

Middle - Cam Jansen - Weak vs. Awesome 

Video - Middle Weak vs. Awesome Frog and Toad & Cam Jansen 

 

Ending - Frog and Toad - Weak vs. Awesome 

Ending - Cam Jansen - Weak vs. Awesome 

Video - Ending Weak vs. Awesome Frog and Toad & Cam Jansen 

Student Examples 

 

Student 1: Text & Video with focus on Beginning!   

Student 2: Text & Video with focus on Beginning! 

  

Student 3: Text & Video with focus on Middle! 

 

Student 4: Text & Video with focus on Ending! 

 

_______________________________________ 
Other: 

2nd Grade Prompts  

How to Teach Opinion Writing in 2nd Grade 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y_aAgCHROhfeyWxr5jzDwDa5kvCZEecX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fdlpDX9Yi8uc6H6LrHaDmAPCeKgzWfnU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AzxPvjPZ3Ir9SlaMN2nyPLkJcl_pMrHY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vEHY7tLba5axwgrEe0M1yWJg1XFm097B/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Wzew-J7CFc90J27swiuceBrr98rQ3Xi/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OcgTqv12zaW6AYXzeexzjF3l31YPxq9evofZ0tLlCSA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FyFpBVg2AoIi5RSQUD6oxHO0RoL4tgqdrdPvEN90Duo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/189-AJzzmKJgxf8Yte-R7nnz4eLVRsSY1Q5-y-sTMMsU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hZ1nnuKFj4hNDbdLb-ReCsx0tlYyI-f_CFfw70JOfxI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mw5pmOqPY3eEIBsDET9UvJw6UxWITFVfQZutJKLqjz8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gtSUDMPte3BWLguGZe9Yx9xxsi_P5DQC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P0N7w89XEdqkwanXoaHDPAiuKQ12GIUZ/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1E9ytOPiCXXG7rNpkju-BYNuOtiC5CStSXs9pKb0wYhU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xoSqBl1Ss5VAi6VbPlaJOQqZ7IZUyuVWTCYG7sqAO6M/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L4DwGJRYU0LtFYF5lCGFWCC9aON4wcTd7GEyrkWAnPA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nOeLqZN_ODrYJZsEUzBNbxux4o7eV_II_epmWefsnRw/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WlhGpR6FFBoKUanCKw-lIneqj7eQkoXz/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rrt4QwxhzcW4YiXnH4jdGoTxieGFBvNdB3ueMEoFv2A/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GcMhDfF8US5SzboV66qAk0lasdxd-MXCMwB82m866TA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qOgGyh4OHDd1du5sLtiMQc-4ujT2LKej/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10U-ROwsVHYNP97EaCy2GpzdTzF0nT9O8V1J5GTG81FA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LqbO-aYJeuiXqjEP40urIjFpCRPSQygH_IBDK22BCJI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w3uZZiSNseB19SVJ48pwL8jlrS8Z1TwX/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14TQmsMTxihzQUW9KHRYGl5s-PUXun47jpz6U173QRKs/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JOp0W7xIGDqx8qQFJ2EGrEXT3sXJh_2k/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10N5PbwP1BYU32HrsrgVmwsu8YRpcMvCUeuZNZrDg-ho/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JOp0W7xIGDqx8qQFJ2EGrEXT3sXJh_2k/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p2r_qf_r5LqiafRhmFyHCf4IHlaCifjUZtIbemYsVN4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ChE3pO_GUP7v6fGEbzvEfdMmIHAa69Pr/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LFCjd--tyQMrBnaEh7fmY7xPj0I55lZhOtK40dS07vo/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ug6ivcTpCsGOzcgZWqLDN7L_4HOUdRZ/view?usp=sharing
https://luckylittlelearners.com/35-opinion-writing-prompts-for-2nd-grade/
https://www.themountainteacher.com/2021/08/teaching-opinion-writing-in-2nd-grade/


OTHER: 

Mentor Texts for Opinion Writing:  

  Link to these resources:   

 

True Story of 3 Pigs - Do you believe him? Why or Why not? 

14 other books at this link:  

A List of Opinion Writing Mentor Texts: 

●​ Duck Rabbit by Amy Krouse Rosenthal 
●​ I Wanna Iguana by Karen Kaufmann Orloff 
●​ Red is Best by Kathy Stinson 
●​ Can I Be Your Dog? by Troy Cummings 
●​ The Big Bed by Bunmi Laditan 

●​ Hey Little Ant by Phillip and Hannah Hoose 
●​ I Don’t Want to Be a Frog by Dev Petty 
●​ My Teacher for President by Kay Winters 
●​ The Perfect Pet by Margie Palatini 
●​ I Wanna New Room by Karen Kaufman Orloff 
●​ The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka 
●​ The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt 
●​ Earrings by Judith Viorst 
●​ Don’t Let Pigeon Drive the Bus! by Mo Willems 
●​ Click, Clack, Moo by Doreen Cronin 
●​  
●​ The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt  

 

 

 
 

https://mrswintersbliss.com/how-to-teach-opinion-writing/
https://luckylittlelearners.com/14-mentor-texts-to-introduce-opinion-writing/
https://amzn.to/31mS5As
https://amzn.to/35IIB5Z
https://amzn.to/2MlSXB7
https://amzn.to/33DPWBZ
https://amzn.to/35Hn6CG
https://amzn.to/2oSanfH
https://amzn.to/31uy8be
https://amzn.to/2MMVGCE
https://amzn.to/2Mms8wL
https://amzn.to/2Bh3nMd
https://www.amazon.com/Day-Crayons-Quit-Drew-Daywalt/dp/0399255370/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3903GAFGVB0Z9&keywords=the+day+the+crayons+quit&qid=1645669384&s=books&sprefix=the+day+the%2Cstripbooks%2C78&sr=1-1


 

20 Motivating and Engaging Prompts: Plus other info / ways to teach opinion writing 

●​ If you could only eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be?  Give 3 or more reasons why. 
●​ Should students be able to pick their own seats in class? 
●​ Think of a present you really want.  Now convince someone to buy it for you. 
●​ What is the best pet someone can get? 
●​ Would you rather live somewhere that’s extremely hot or cold? 
●​ Which sport is the best?  Give reasons to support your opinion. 
●​ If you could visit any place, what would it be and why? 
●​ Would you rather live on a rural farm or in a busy city? 
●​ Imagine you could be the President for a day.  What would be the most important thing to do first? 
●​ Which is more important?  Being a good speaker or a good listener? 
●​ If the weather is nice, should kids be able to have their classes outside? 
●​ Do you think kids should have more technology time or less? 
●​ If you could see the world through colored glasses, which color would you choose and why? 
●​ Should kids get money for doing chores or should they just do it to help out at home? 
●​ Convince your teacher to get a class pet.  Tell which animal would be the best choice and why. 
●​ Would you rather visit the moon or a planet?  Explain why. 
●​ If there could only be one season, which would you choose? 

https://vibrantteaching.com/20-prompts-for-opinion-writing-that-motivate-kids/


●​ Should kids get to choose their own bedtime? 
●​ Would you rather give a present or receive it? 
●​ Imagine you could create the best dessert ever!  What would it be and why? 

   

  

 

Example: Do you think teachers should give 
students homework? 
O– In my opinion, students should not have 
homework. 

R– They work so hard all day at school and need a 
break.  

E– Instead of focusing on more work kids should be 
able to go outside and play, do a sport, or do other 
fun activities.   

O– In conclusion, students work all day at school and 
should not have to do homework. 

 

  

   

 



Opinion Writing Prompts:  
From this site:  

 

School & Home Opinion Writing Prompts 
1.​ Should students have recess every day no matter what the weather is?  

2.​ If you had to choose between doing math all day, or reading all day, which would you choose and why? 

3.​ If you could prepare a meal for everyone in school, what would you make? 

4.​ Would having a magical house that can talk and that can move on its own be cool or creepy? 

5.​ If you could change something about the past what would it be? 

6.​ What’s the best chore? Why? 

7.​ Are bedtimes a good or a bad thing? 

8.​ What would be the perfect classroom pet? Why? 

9.​ What’s better, being an only child or having siblings? 

10.​Should we ban computers and tablets from school?  

11.​Would you rather swim or bike to school every day? 

12.​You have a magic wand and you can make one positive change to your school. What are you changing and why? 

13.​Poof! All the adults in the world have disappeared. Is it exciting or scary? 

 

Silly Opinion Writing Prompts 

1.​ Would being able to shoot spaghetti out of your fingertips be a valuable superpower? 

2.​ If you could turn any wild animal into a pet, which would you choose? 

3.​ Would you rather have a pet that can talk, or a pet that sings silly songs all day? Why? 

4.​ Would you rather live above or below water? 

5.​ What would be the best thing about living in your favorite book or movie? 

6.​ If you were the first person to move to Mars what would be the most important thing to plant first? Why? 

7.​ Would having a home made out of 100% candy be good or bad, and why? 

https://luckylittlelearners.com/35-opinion-writing-prompts-for-2nd-grade/


8.​ Which is better, super hearing or a super sense of smell?  

9.​ Would the ability to pause, rewind, and fast forward in real life be a good or bad thing? 

10.​What would you prefer, living in a treehouse or living in a submarine? 

11.​If the rules changed and now you only need to be 7 to be the President of the United States… why should we vote for you? 

 
 
Interest Specific Prompts 
When I have reluctant writers I incorporate their interests as much as possible. If my class is working on opinion or persuasive writing I will 

pull directly from the things they love the most.  

1.​ What’s the best video game and why? 

2.​ Should kids be allowed to game as long as they want? Give three reasons for your answer. 

3.​ Is gaming good or bad for your brain? 

4.​ Would the world be better or worse if dinosaurs were still alive? Why? 

5.​ Would you rather visit a land of talking animals, or explore an underwater city filled with friendly mermaids and colorful fish? 

6.​ Should kids have their own phones?  

7.​ Do you think April Fools Day pranks are a good idea?  

8.​ At what age should kids be allowed to be home alone?  

9.​ If you could create your own class that everyone at school would want to take, what would it be and why should kids want to take it? 

 
 

 

 



Persuasive Writing Topics  

Journalbuddies.com 

15 Persuasive Writing Topics for Kids 

1.​ We should not have a school dress code. 

2.​ Pets should be allowed in school. 

3.​ School break times should be longer. 

4.​ There should be no homework. 

5.​ The school day should be shorter. 

6.​ Children should be able to use cellphones in school. 

7.​ I should a raise for doing chores from my parents. 

8.​ I should be able to go to bed later. 

9.​ I should be allowed to have a pet. 

10.​I should be able to stay at home on my own. 

11.​I should be allowed sweets (or junk food) every day. 

12.​Nobody should litter. 

13.​Everyone should have to exercise every day. 

14.​We should all grow our own vegetables instead of buying them at the store. 

 

 

https://www.journalbuddies.com/writing-2/persuasive-writing-prompts-for-elementary-students/


12 BONUS Persuasive Prompts for Elementary Writers 

1.​ Year-round school is a good/bad idea 

2.​ Life without the internet would be… 

3.​ Keeping animals in zoos is… 

4.​  Everyone should learn a different language. 

5.​ Saving the planet is… 

6.​ Kids should be allowed to go into space. 

 

31 More Persuasive Writing Prompts for Kids & Students 

1.​ Persuade your sister or brother to help you talk your parents into something you want to do. 

2.​ Persuade your sister or brother to spend the afternoon doing what you want. 

3.​ Persuade your sister or brother to do a favor for you. 

4.​ Persuade your sister or brother to save up for something special together. 

5.​ Persuade your teacher to let the class work on an assignment with partners. 

6.​ Persuade your teacher to give everyone a night off from homework. 

7.​ Persuade your teacher to have class outside. 

8.​ Persuade your teacher to end class early. 

9.​ Persuade your teacher to give the class a reward for a job well done. 

10.​ Persuade your teacher to take a field trip (to a place where you want to go). 



11.​Persuade your teacher to let the class have a party. 

12.​ Persuade your friend to trade lunches with you. 

13.​ Persuade your friend to do what you want at recess. 

14.​ Persuade your friend to invite someone new to hang out with you both. 

15.​ Persuade your friend to listen to your favorite music or to read your favorite book. 

16.​ Persuade your friend to let you borrow something special of his or hers. 

17.​ Persuade your friend to watch the movie you want. 

18.​ Persuade your friend to join a new club or group with you. 

19.​ Persuade your friend to work on schoolwork together. 

20.​ Persuade your friend to stay the night at your house. 

21.​ What is the best way to persuade someone? 

22.​ Are you good at persuading people? Why or why not? 

23.​ Write about a time when you successfully persuaded someone. How did you do it? 

24.​ What would you do if you tried to persuade someone and they didn’t agree? 

25.​ Why is it important to present your argument kindly and respectfully? 

26.​ What does it mean to persuade someone? 

27.​ What strategies do you use to persuade people? 



                

 
 

https://www.journalbuddies.com/writing-2/persuasive-writing-prompts-for-elementary-students/
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