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​ The Vietnam War (1954-1975) has been the topic of an incredibly voluminous 
literature for the past five decades.  These documents have touched on all political, 
military, economic and social aspects of the war with the most important ones being the 
studies to reassess the cause, merit, and conduct of the war.  American historians and 
researchers, including the political and military people who had been involved in the 
war, were trying to understand why America has lost the war in spite of its huge amount 
of efforts and money spent on it.  For the first thirty years, a large majority of 
researchers have reached the conclusion that the United States have lost the war 
mainly because of the two following reasons: 

●​ The U.S. involvement was a mistake for various reasons, one of them 
was the wrong taking of side in the war: its ally, the Republic of 
Vietnam (RVN) did not deserve to be supported; its army (The Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam, or ARVN) was cowardly and totally lacked of 
fighting capability 

●​ The Vietnam War was “an unwinnable war”   

This school of thought was dominant for a very long period of time, and, finally, has 
become the orthodox main stream within the American historian community and 
academia of the Vietnam War.  During that period of time, the historians and 
researchers with the opposite point of view, such as Guenter Lewy with his America in 
Vietnam (1978) or Norman Podhoretz with his Why we were in Vietnam (1982), were a 
very small minority.  Only recently, from the very last year of the 20th century, with 
Michael Lind with his Vietnam: the necessary war (1999), can we see more and more 
American researchers working on new re-assessment of the war and rejecting the 
orthodox main stream, and thus, having been called “revisionists.”  The revisionist 
school of thought can be summarized as follows: 

●​ The U.S. involvement, within the context of the Cold War (between the 
Free World and the Communists) and the Domino theory (the collapse 
of South Vietnam would lead to the collapse of other Southeast Asian 
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countries) was a sound decision, which should be absolutely taken by 
the U.S. as the leader of the Free World; the ARVN was courageous 
and has highly admired fighting capability; the RVN lost the war 
because it was betrayed and abandoned by the U.S., more specifically 
by a Democratic Congress that cut off all military aid to South Vietnam 

●​ The U.S. could have won the war, and probably with a much lower 
cost, if it had conducted the war with a better strategy   

The readers will be able to obtain more information regarding the debate on the 
Vietnam War between the two orthodox and revisionist camps by reading the following 
article by Dr. Mark Moyar: “Vietnam: historians at war,” in the electronic journal 
Academic questions, vol. 21, no. 1 (Spring 2008), published by the National 
Association of Scholars, at this URL: 
https://www.nas.org/academic-questions/21/1/vietnam_historians_at_war 

This Bibliography is just a modest effort to compile a list of really important 
documents with a relatively high level of reliability, published by university presses or 
famous and trustworthy trade publishers, such as Doubleday, McGraw-Hill, 
Prentice-Hall, Random House, St. Martin’s, Westview, etc., and widely cited in works 
about the Vietnam War by serious researchers.  Because of the large size of the 
literature, and in order to facilitate the use of materials, the author has placed the 
documents in a number of topical arrangements, based on their contents.  The readers 
will notice that some materials could fit into more than one topic.  For published books, 
their entries will include, after the full bibliographic data (author’s name, title, place of 
publication, publisher’s name, and year of publication), the Call Number within the U.S. 
Library of Congress collection.  In cases the items are not held at the U.S. Library of 
Congress (extremely rare cases), their entries will carry the Call Number assigned by 
either Cornell University Library (in Ithaca, New York) or Harvard University Library (in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts).  For journal articles, their entries will include: author’s 
name, title of the article (in quotation marks), title of the journal (in italics), volume and 
issue number, with month/year in parentheses, and pagination.  For online electronic 
documents, in addition to the full bibliographic citation, their entries will also provide the 
URL (Uniform Resource Locator) for online access to their full-text. 

Finally, for easy detection of works by revisionist authors, the author of this 
Bibliography has decided to use boldface and 14-point font for the authors’ name 
or the titles at the beginning of their entries.      

 

A.​ Works of General Nature (History, Policy, Assessment) 

 

Ahern, Thomas L.  CIA and the generals: covert support to military government in South 
Vietnam.  Langley, Va.: Center for the Study of Intelligence, Central Intelligence Agency, 
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[không ghi năm xuất bản].  This document has been declassified and is now accessible 
in full-text at this UIRL: 
http://today.ttu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/01-cia-and-the-generals.pdf 

______________.  Vietnam declassified: the CIA and counterinsurgency.  Lexington: 
University Press of Kentucky, 2009.  DS558.92 .A35 2010 

America in Vietnam: a documentary history / edited by William Appleman Williams … [et 
al.].  1st ed.  Gardon City, N.Y.: Anchor Press / Doubleday, 1989.  DS558. A44 1985 

American dilemma: Vietnam, 1964-1973 / edited by Dennis E. Showalter and John  G. 
Abert.  Chicago: Imprint Publications, 1993.  DS 558 .A444 1993 

American experience in Vietnam: a reader / edited by Grace Sevy.  Norman: University 
of Oklahoma Press, 1989.  DS558 .A.445 1989  

Anderson, Charles R.  The Grunts.  San Rafael, Calif.: Presidio Press, 1976.  DS558.2 
.A5 

Andradé, Dale.  Ashes to ashes: The Phoenix Program and the Vietnam War.  
Lanham, Md.: Lexington Books, 1990.  DS558.92 .A67 1990 

____________.  “Westmoreland was right: learning the wrong lessons from the 
Vietnam War,” Small wars and insurgencies, vol. 19, no. 2 (June 1968), pp. 145-181. 

Andrew, Rod.  Hill fights: the first battle of Khe Sanh, 1967.  Quantico, Va.: History 
Division, Marine Corps University, 2017.  DS557.8.K52 A53 2017 (Harvard) 

Appy, Christian G.  Working class war: American combat soldiers & Vietnam.  Chapel 
Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolina Press, 1993.  DS558 .A67 1993 

Arlen, Michael.  Living-room war.  Reprint.  New York: Syracuse University Press, 1997.  
PN1992.3 .U5 A9 1997 

Baritz, Loren.  Backfire: a history of how American culture led us into Vietnam and made 
us fight the way we did.  Baltimore, Md: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998.  DS558 
.B37 1998 

Barrett, David M.  Uncertain warriors: Lyndon Johnson and his Vietnam advisers.  
Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1993.  DS558 .S88 1993 

Belknap, Michal R.  The Vietnam War on trial: The My Lai massacre and the 
court-martial of Lieutenant Calley.  Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2002.  
KF7642.C3 B45 2002 

Bergerud, Eric M.  The Dynamics of defeat: The Vietnam War in Hau Nghia Province.  
Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1991.  DS559.9.H38 B47 1990 

______________.  Red thunder, tropic lightning: the world of a combat division in 
Vietnam.  Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1993.   DS558 .B463 1993 
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Berman, Larry.  Lyndon Johnson’s war: the road to stalemate in Vietnam.  New York: 
Norton, 1989.  DS558 .B465 1898 

____________.  No peace, no honor: Nixon, Kissinger, and betrayal in Vietnam.  New 
York: Free Press, 2001.  DS558 .B467 2001 

_____________.  Perfect spy: the incredible double life of Pham Xuan An, Time 
Magazine reporter and Vietnamese Communist agent.  New York: HarperCollins, 2007.  
DS559.8.M44 B47 2007 

Bigler, Philip.  Hostile fire: the life and death of First Lieutenant Sharon Lane.  Arlington, 
Va.: Vandamere, 1996.  UH347 .L26 B55 1996 (Cornell) 

Birtle, Andrew J., “PROVN, Westmoreland, and the historians: a reappraisal,” The 
Journal of military history, vol. 72 (October 2008), pp. 1213-1247. 

Boot, Max.  The road not taken: Edward Lansdale and the American tragedy in 
Vietnam.  1st ed.  New York: Norton, 2018.  E840.5.L36 B66 2018 

Botkin, Richard.  Ride the thunder: a Vietnam War story of honor and triumph.  Los 
Angeles: WND Books, 2009.  DS557.8.E23 B68 2009 

Brower, Charles F.  Strategic reassessment in Vietnam: the Westmoreland’s 
“alternative strategy” of 1967-1968.  Newport, R.I.: U.S. Naval War College, 1990.  This 
online document is accessible in full-text at this URL: 
https://apps.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a227314.pdf 

Bradley, Mark Philip.  Vietnam at war.  Oxford, U.K.: Oxford University Press, 2009.  
DS557.6 .B73 2009 

Brigham, Robert K.  ARVN: the life and death in the South Vietnamese Army.  
Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2006.  DS558.8 .B76 2008 

Broughton, Jack.  Going downtown: the war against Hanoi and Washington.  1st ed.  
New York: Orion Books, 1988.  DS558.8 .B76 1988 

Browne, Malcolm.  The New face of war.  Rev. ed.  Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1968.  
DS557.A6 B7 1968 

Bryan, C.D.B.  Friendly fire.  New York: Putnam, 1976.  DS559.5 .B79 1976   

Bùi Diễm and David Chanoff.  In the jaws of history; foreword by Jane Hamilton-Merritt  
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1999.  DS556.93.B85 A3 1999 

Burkett, B.G. and Glenna Wirley.  Stolen valor: how the Vietnam generation was 
robbed of its heroes and its history.  Dallas: Verity Press, 1998.  DS558 .B85 1998 

Butler, David.  The Fall of Saigon: scenes from the sudden end of a long war.  New 
York: Simon & Schuster, 1985.  DS559.9.S24 B87 1985 
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Buttinger, Joseph.  Vietnam: a dragon embattled.  Vol. 2: Vietnam at war.  New York: 
Praeger, 1967.  DS557.A5 B83 

Buzzanco, Robert.  Masters of war: military dissent and politics in the Vietnam era.  New 
York: Cambridge University Press, 1996.  DS559.62.U6 B89 1996  

Cable, Larry E.  Conflict of myths: the development of American counterinsurgency 
doctrine and the Vietnam War.  New York: New York University Press, 1986.  DS558 
.C33 1986 

Cable, Larry E.  Unholy grail: the U.S. and the wars in Vietnam, 1965-8.  London: 
Routledge, 1991.  DS558 .C35 1991   

Cao Văn Viên.  The Final collapse.  Washington, D.C.: US Army Center for Military 
History, 1983.  DS557.7 .C34 1983 

Cao Văn Viên and Đồng Văn Khuyên.  Reflections on the Vietnam War.  Washington, 
D.C.: U.S. Army Center for Military History, 1980.  DS556.5 .C36 1980 

Caputo, Philip.  A rumor of war.  New York: Ballantine Books, 1994.  DS559.5 .C36 
1994 

Catton, Philip E.  Diem’s final failure: prelude to America’s war in Vietnam.  Lawrence: 
University Press of Kansas, 2002.  DS556.9 .C37 2002 

Cerami, Joseph R., “Presidential decisionmaking and Vietnam lessons for 
strategists,” Parameters, Winter 1997, pp. 66-80. 

Chanoff, David and Đoàn Văn Toại.  Portrait of the enemy.  1st ed.  New York: Random 
House, 1986.  DS559.5 .C47 1986   

Chapman, Jessica M.  Cauldron of resistance: Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States, 
and the 1950s southern Vietnam.  Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 2013.  
DS556.9 .C454 2013 

Clarke, Jeffrey J.  Advice and support: the final years, 1965-1973.  Washington, D.C.: 
U.S. Army Center for Military History, 1988.  DS558 .C58 1988 

Clifford, Clark and David Holbrooke.  Counsel to the president: a memoir.  1st ed.  New 
York: Random House, 1991.  E840.8.C55 A3 1991 

Clodfelter, Mark.  The Limits of air power: the American bombing of North Vietnam; with 
a new introduction by the author.  Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2006.  
DS558.8 .C56 2006   

Colby, William.  Lost victory: a firsthand account of America’s sixteen-years 
involvement in Vietnam.  Chicago: Contemporary Books, 1989.  DS558 .C66 1989 
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Coleman, J.D.  Pleiku: the dawn of helicopter warfare in Vietnam.  New York: St. 
Martin’s Press, 1988.  DS557.8.P54 C65 1988     

Conboy, Kenneth J. and Dale Andradé. Spies and commandos: how America 
lost the secret war in North Vietnam.  Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 2000.  
DS559.8 .M44 C66 2000   

________________. và James Morrison.  Shadow war: the CIA’s secret war in Laos.  
Boulder, Colo: Paladin Press, 1995.  DS559.73.L28 C66 1995 

Correll, John T.  “Rolling Thunder,” AIR FORCE magazine, March 2005, pp. 58-65. 

Cosmas, Graham A. and Terrence P. Murray.  U.S. Marines in Vietnam: Vietnamization 
and redeployment / edited by William R. Melton and Jack Shulimson.  Washington, 
D.C.: History and Museums Division, Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps, 1986.  DS558.4 
.C83 1986 (Cornell)   

Currey, Cecil B.  Edward Lansdale: the unquiet American.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
1988.  E745.L36 C87 1988 

_____________.  Victory at any cost: the genius of Vietnam’s Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap.  
Washington, D.C.: Brassey, 1997.  DS560.72.V6 C87 1997  

Daddis, Gregory A.  No sure victory: measuring U.S. Army effectiveness and progress 
in the Vietnam War.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2011.  DS558.2 .D34 2011 

_______________.  Westmoreland’s war: reassessing American strategy in Vietnam.  
New York: Oxford University Press, 2014.  DS557.7 .D27 2014    

Davidson, Philip B.  Vietnam at war: the history, 1945-1975.  Novato, Calif.: 
Presidio Press, 1988.  DS553.1 .D38 1988 

Dawson, Alan.  55 days: the fall of South Vietnam.  Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: 
Prentice-Hall, 1977.  DS557.7 .D39 

DeBenedetti, Charles.  An American ordeal: the antiwar movement of the Vietnam era.  
Syracuse, N.Y.: Syracuse University Press, 1990.  DS559.62.U6 D43 1990 

DeForest, Orrin and David Chanoff.  Slow burn: the rise and bitter fall of American 
intelligence in Vietnam.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1990.  DS558.92 .D44 1990 

Dear America: letters home from Vietnam / edited by Bernard Edelman for the New York 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Commission; with an introduction by John McCain.  Norton 
pbk.  New York: Norton, 2002.  DS559.5 .D43 2002 

Denton, Jeremiah A. and Ed Brandt.  When hell was in session.  New York: Readers 
Digest Press, 1976.  1976.  DS559.4 .D46 1976 

Dictionary of the Vietnam War / edited by James S. Olson.  New York: Greenwood 
Press, 1988.  DS557.7 .D53 1988 
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Dillard, Walter Scott.  Sixty days to peace: implementation of the Paris Peace Accords, 
Vietnam 1973.  Washington, D.C.: National Defense University, 1982.  DS559.7 .D54 
1982 

Distant Challenge: the U.S. infantryman in Vietnam, 1967-1972 / edited by Infantry 
magazine; reflections by Albert N. Garland   Nashville, Tenn.: Battery, 1983.  DS558.4 
D61 (Cornell) 

Dommen, Arthur A.  The Indochinese experience of the French and the Americans: 
nationalism and communism in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.  Bloomington: Indiana 
University Press, 2001.  DS549 .D67 2001 

Đồng Văn Khuyên.  The RVNAF.  Washington, D.C.: U.S. Army Center for Military 
History, 1980.  UA853.V48 K48 

______________.  The RVNAF logistics.  Washington, D.C.: U.S. Army Center for 
Military History, 1980.  UA265.V53 K48 

Donovan, David.  Once a warrior king: memories of an officer in Vietnam.  New York: 
McGraw-Hill, 1985.  DS559.5 .D66 1985   

Duiker, William J.  The Communist road to power in Vietnam.  2nd ed.  Boulder, Colo.: 
Westview Press, 1981.  DS556.8 .D83 1996 

Dumbrell, John.  Rethinking the Vietnam War.  New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2012.  DS557.7 .D77 2012 

Dương Văn Nguyên.  Inside An Loc: the battle to save Saigon; with Nghia M. Vo.  
Jefferson, N.C.: Farland, 2016.  DS557.8.A5 D86 2016 

Ebert, James R.  A Life in a year: the American infantryman in Vietnam, 1965-1972.  
Novato, Calif: Presidio Press, 1993.  DS559.5 .E24 1993      

Elliott, David W.P.  The Vietnamese war: revolution and social change in the Mekong 
Delta, 1930-1975.   Armonk, N.Y.:  M.E. Sharpe, 2007.  DS559.92.D56 .E44 2007 

Ellsberg, Daniel.  Papers on the War.  New York: Simon & Schuster, 1972.  E183.8.V5 
E4 

_____________.  Secrets: a memoir on Vietnam and the Pentagon Papers.  New York: 
Viking, 2002.  DS558 .E44 2002 

Emerson, Gloria.  Winners and losers: battles, retreats, gains, losses, and ruins in the 
Vietnam War.  New York: Norton, 2014.  DS558.2 .E46 2014 

Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War / Stanley I, Kutler, editor.   New York: Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1996.  DS557.7 .E53 1996 

Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War: a political, social, and military history / Spencer C. 
Tucker, editor.   Santa Barbara, Calif.: ABC-CLIO, 1998.  DS557.7 .E53 1998 
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Engelmann, Larry.  Tears before the rain: an oral history of the fall of South Vietnam.  1st 
De Capo Press ed.  New York: De Capo Press, 1o997.  DS559.5 .E45 1997 

Esper, George.  The Eyewitness history of the Vietnam War, 1961-1975.  New York: 
Ballantine Books, 1983.  DS557.7 .E87 1983 

Fall, Bernard B.  Last reflections on a war.  Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, 1967.  
DS557.A5 F32 

_____________.  The Two Vietnams: a political and military analysis.  2nd rev. ed.  New 
York: Praeger, 1967.  DS557.A5 F34 1967 

_____________.  Vietnam witness.  New York: Praeger, 1966.  DS557.A5 F35 

FitzGerald, Frances.  Fire in the lake: the Vietnamese and the Americans in Vietnam; 
with a new afterword by the author.  1st Back Bay pbk ed.  Boston: Little, Brown, 2001.  
DS556.9 .F57 2002 

Ford, Harold P.  CIA and the Vietnam policymakers: three episodes, 1962-1968.  
Washington, D.C.: Central Intelligence Agency, Center for the Study of Intelligence, 
1988.  DS559.8.M44 F67 1998 

Frankum, Ronald B.  Like rolling thunder: the air war in Vietnam, 1964-1975.  Lanham, 
Md.: Rowman & Littlefield, 2005.  DS558.8 .F75 2005 

Fry, Joseph A.  Debating Vietnam: Fulbright, Stennis, and their senate hearings.  New 
York: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006.  DS558 .F79 2006 

Gabriel, Richard A and Paul L. Savage.  Crisis in command: management in the Army.  
1st ed.  New York: Hill and Wang, 1978.  UA25 .G26     

Gacek, Christopher M.  The Logic of force: the dilemma of limited war in American 
foreign policy.  New York: Columbia University Press, 1994.  E840 .G27 1994 

Gaiduk, Ilya V.  The Soviet Union and the Vietnam War.  Chicago: I.R. Dee, 1996.  
DS558.6.S65 G34 1996 

Gargus, John.  The Son Tay raid: American POWs in Vietnam were not forgotten.  Rev. 
ed.  College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 2010.  DS557.8.S6 G37 2010  

Gibbons, William Conrad.  The U.S. Government and the Vietnam War: executive and 
legislative roles and relationships.  Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1986-1995. 
(gồm tất cả 4 quyển).  DS558 .G52 1986 

Glasser, Ronald J.  365 days.  3rd ed.  New York: George Braziller, 2014.  DS557.7 
.G54 2014 

Glenn, Russell W.  Reading Athena’s dance card: men against fire in Vietnam.  
Annapolis, Md.: Naval Institute Press, 2000.  DS558 .G6 2000 
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Goff, Stanley, Robert Sanders and Clark Smith.  Brothers: black soldier in the Nam.  
Novato, Calif.: Presidio Press, 1982.  DS559.5 .G63 1982 

Goldman, Peter and Tony Fuller.  Charlie Company: what Vietnam did to us.  New York: 
Morrow, 1983.  DS558 .G64 1983 

Goldstein, Gordon M.  Lessons in disaster: McGeorge Bundy and the path to war in 
Vietnam.  1st ed.  New York: Times Books, 2008.  E183.8.V5 G64 2008 

Gole, Henry G.  General William E. DePuy: preparing the Army for modern war.  1st ed.  
Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 2008.  U53.D46 G65 2008  

Gotlieb, Sherry Gershon.  Hell no, we won’t go: resisting the draft during the Vietnam 
War.  New York: Viking, 1991.  DS559.8.D7 G68 1991 (Cornell) 

Gould, Lewis L.  1968: the election that changed America.  2nd ed.  Chicago: Ivan R. 
Dee, 2010.   JK1968 1968 G68 2010    

Graff, Henry.  The Tuesday cabinet: deliberation and decision on peace and war under 
Lyndon B. Johnson.  Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1970.  E846 G7 

Grant, Zalin.  Survivors; new introduction by the author.  1st Da Capo Press ed.  New 
York: Da Capo Press, 1994.  DS559.4 .G74 1994  

Greene, Bob.  Homecoming: when the soldiers returned from Vietnam.  1st American ed.  
New York: Putnam, 1989.  DS559.73.U6 H66 1989 

Greene, John Robert.  The Presidency of Gerald R. Ford.  Lawrence: University Press 
of Kansas, 1995.  E865 .G74 1995  

Hackworth, David H and Julie Sherman.  About face.  New York: Simon & 
Schuster, 1989.  U53.H25 A3 1989 
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Random House, 1992.  E841 .H25 1992 

_______________.  The Making of a quagmire: America and Vietnam during the 
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Md.: Rowman & Littlefield, 2008.  DS556.9 .H344 2008 

Hall, Mitchell K.  The Vietnam War.  3rd ed.  New York: Routledge, 2018 (Series: 
Seminar studies).  DS557.7 .H32 2018 

Hammel, Eric.  Fire in the streets: the battle for Hue, Tet 1968.  Chicago: Contemporary 
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Hammer, Ellen J.  A Death in November: America in Vietnam, 1963.  1st ed.  New 
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Hersh, Seymour M.  Cover-up: the Army’s secret investigation of the massacre at My 
Lai 4.  New York: Random House, 1972.  DS557.A67 H467 
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