Westward Expansion

Essential Question: Was it a good idea for the United States and its citizens to expand west?

Documents

1 - Indian Removal P. 295, 2 - Manifest Destiny p. 317, 3 — Mexican-American War p. 321,
— Gold Fever p. 327, 5 — America’s Growth p. 332 — 333,

1. Create a chart like the one below to show information that you already know

Group/People Reason for Going West

PlRINI=

2. Write an analysis of the first document which includes:
a. How reliable is this source? Should it be trusted? Why?
b. What you think are the 3 most important ideas, details or facts in the document?
c. Whatis one idea, detail or fact that you think other groups might not notice
d. Write a brief explanation of what side of the Essential Question it supports.

3. Repeat step 2 for the remaining documents.

4. Based on the documents and information you already know write your group’s answer the
essential question in an ARE paragraph. Cite at least three pieces of evidence from your
document analysis in your response.

Assertion:

Reason:

Evidence 1 (with citation):
Evidence 2 (with citation):
Evidence 3 (with citation):

Docs:



Trail of Tears

American Progress

John Gast, American Progress, 1872.
Ghromolithograph published by George A, Crofutt.
Source: Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress.




Doc 3: Mexican American war
Mexican-American War, 1846-1847

The Bear Flag Revolt F '
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Sanama the reglonal head-
quartess of the Mexecan 2-rmy
They captured Mexican gzn-
eral Mar ano Valizjo

and declzrad Califcrniaz
new courtry: the Californ 2
Republic.

!
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End of the war

- . L General Winfield Scott
- 5 rarican forces landed at Veracruz
ZF amarcanwaary g 4 and defeated 1uogs
e Mexican farces b iin the Mavican for-
£F  Mesianvitory tress there. He then
marched inland,
L Mademcimgatats ; 24 ey toward Mewco Gt
boundaries = L Mar. 18 Scott's caprure of the
q wo o MM Mexican capital led o
the end of the war
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Doc 4: Gold Fever



“Gold Fever”

“Gold fever” brought 80,000 people, like this
miner, to California in 1849 alone. One Califor
nia newspaper captured the exciiement: “The
whole couniry, from San Franasco io Los Ange-
les, and from the sea shore to the base of the
Sizrra Nevadas, respunds with the ory of ‘gold
GOLD, GOLDT while the field is left half planted,
but the manufacture of shovels and pidhaxes”
Below is a piece of jowelry miada from nuggets
found in Calfomia

Why was everything neglected except for
“the manufacture of shovek and pickaees™?
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Doc 5: America’s Growth



In the 1830s, a new

dream began to shape Territory
the American mind—manifest destiny.
Manifast destiny was the baliaf that tha
United States should extend all the way to
the Padfic Ocean. By 1850, that dream had
become a reality. In 1845, the U.S. annexed
Texas. In 1848, it acquired Oregon and the
huge Mexican cession. By 1853, with the
Gadsden Purchass, the United States had
taken the basic shape it still has today.

America's Population, 185 23.6 million
R
Ethnic Groups, 1850

Gold Fever

The discovery of

gold in Califarnia in 1848 set off a

massive migration In 1849 some 80,000 [
headed towaw Calfornia. —~

forty-niness
San Francisco, located on an excellent
ratual part, graw quickdy as 3 result

[ Giaimed recaunied i
Waihs e Adh burton Treay, 1842

] Tomas mnnaxatian, 1245

[ Cimim resa grizad in Omsgan Traas: 1242
] Mexican Cesian, 1546

| Gasisden Purchass, 1853

)




Water Iliullt Water was eritical in the: dry West.
Bitier disputes arse over wha had the water nghts:

N tostreams Gold Rushminers developed a simple
SYSEM: whoewer usad the water irst owned the rights
toit Inother park of the West, the community & a
whole fad a nght ip use the water sounce

g

Manilest Destiny with the belief that the Unied
Saes was destined tospread acrss hie contment.
callad manifast desting sariers haaded West 1 tama
rew knds. Supporters of manifest desting believed it
was God's will that fie United States should expand
and spread demoaracy aooss North America.

Unorganized
Territory

The Rocky Mountaing me Rocky Mourtains were 2
Indi gigantc obsEde m SEers an heir way Wes. Painfinders ke
sl Lt John C Frémont tveled widely in the region, making maps
PRLC LS and noting pssible trails. The South Pass. firough which fie
. Oregon Trai ran, wa one of tha fow easy ways through he

t:lm of mounmins.

1. Movemant Wiy did San Fancisoo grow o rapidhy?
2 Human-Environment Interaction Wiy was water s
importantin tha West?




