
 

Westward Expansion 

DBQ 
 

 

Essential Question: Was it a good idea for the United States and its citizens to expand west? 

Documents 

1 - Indian Removal P. 295, 2 - Manifest Destiny p. 317, 3 – Mexican-American War p. 321,                           4 

– Gold Fever p. 327, 5 – America’s Growth p. 332 – 333,  

 

1.​ Create a chart like the one below to show information that you already know     

 

 Group/People Reason for Going West 

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

 

2.​ Write an analysis of the first document which includes: 

a.​ How reliable is this source? Should it be trusted? Why? 

b.​ What you think are the 3 most important ideas, details or facts in the document? 

c.​ What is one idea, detail or fact that you think other groups might not notice 

d.​ Write a brief explanation of what side of the Essential Question it supports. 

 

3.​ Repeat step 2 for the remaining documents. 

 

4.​ Based on the documents and information you already know write your group’s answer the 

essential question in an ARE paragraph. Cite at least three pieces of evidence from your 

document analysis in your response. 

 

Assertion: 

Reason: 

Evidence 1 (with citation): 

Evidence 2 (with citation): 

Evidence 3 (with citation): 

 

 

 

Docs:  



 

Trail of Tears 

 

 

American Progress 

 



Doc 3: Mexican American war 

 

 

Doc 4: Gold Fever 



 

Doc 5: America’s Growth 





 


