Faith Leaders Call for Unity and Respect in Georgia
See signatories below

As faith leaders, we have a clear and pressing responsibility to help guide our nation
and begin the healing that is needed now that a new president has been duly elected.
Despite our political differences, there is far more that unites us than divides us,
including our love of country, our freedom to worship, and our respect for the rule of law.
As people of faith, we share the conviction that we should strive to love our neighbors
as ourselves, that we are all God’s children, and that it is the peacemakers who are
blessed, and not the dividers.

On the weekend of October 18-20, 2024, faith leaders, lay leaders, and people of faith
in Georgia and five other states came together in Days of Prayer for our Nation in an
effort to reduce the temperature throughout the election season. We invite you to
continue joining together in your own place of worship and in your own way to lift up the
values of peace, respect, and compassion.

The calling for our country to disagree in healthier ways is not the domain of any one
faith or political group. Rather, it is a requirement for us all so that we can live together
well. In recent years, polarizing politics has taken a powerful grip on our hearts and
minds. We should not forget that the commands of our sacred texts should remain
stronger. Politics is temporal, but our sacred guidance is eternal.

Now that the election is behind us, the nation needs to find a path to heal and
depolarize. We must ask our leaders to be at the forefront of this. But each one of us
has a critical role to play, beginning with the recognition that our differences are real,
human, and complex, and seldom right or wrong. Rather than interacting only with
people with whom we agree, we can consciously reach out to people outside our
comfort zone with open hearts and open minds. We can ask people why they think as



they do and hear their hopes and fears. Listening to someone’s story does not mean
agreeing with them, but it does create understanding and extends the hand of common
humanity. We can disagree with someone without being against them. Building
relationships across our differences matters, in the same way that dehumanizing
language creates division and precedes violence. As people of faith, we have the choice
between love and hate in all of our thoughts and actions.

Making our society work requires a constant commitment to the complex and messy
business of compromise, a principle on which our constitution is based. Democracy, for
all its imperfections, is the best available guarantee of our freedoms and rights.

We encourage you to join us and lift up this call for peace and prayer in your own place
of worship and in your own way. Our work is to shape our future with integrity and
respect for all. Together, we can show that Georgia is a place that embraces both the
highest democratic and spiritual norms. This is our choice.

To learn more about the Days of Prayer and its supporters,
visit https://georgiadrn.org/faithforward/

Sign on today:
https://forms.qle/Cc1gE9fawMichNDn8

A version of this statement was published in an op-ed in the Atlanta Journal-Constitution
(AJC) on Oct. 15 authored by Rabbi Peter Berg, Senior Rabbi, The Temple; Soumaya
Khalifa, Executive Director, Islamic Speakers Bureau Atlanta; and The Right Rev.
Bishop Rob Wright, Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta
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List of Signatories:
Rabbi Peter Berg, Senior Rabbi, The Temple

Soumaya Khalifa, Executive Director, Islamic Speakers Bureau Atlanta
The Right Rev. Bishop Rob Wright, Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta
Katharine Hilliard-Yntema, Episcopal

Ed Buckner, Former President, American Atheists

Laura Pittard, Society of St. Anna the Prophet (Episcopal)
John Yntema, Episcopal Church of the Epiphany

Joan Pritcher, Christian (Episcopalian)

Sharyn Dowd, Braver Angels Georgia

Leslie Anderson, JCRC of Atlanta

Ann Cramer, St. Luke's Episcopal Church

Bobbie Paul, Central Presbyterian Church

Lizanne Stephenson, Community Volunteer

Brad Bryant, Presbyterian

Cathy Ramos

Helen Parker, Episcopalian

John Moeller, United Methodist

Archdeacon Carole Maddux, Diocese of Atlanta

Adrienne White, Christian

Ire Fajimi, Democrat

Deva Hirsch, DH Advisors

Jack Sawyer, Independent

Shalondra Henry, Independent

Maggie Mermin, Humanist

Lynda Matrtin, Love



Lucy Vance, Trinity Presbyterian Church

Wesley Myrick, Georgia Interfaith Public Policy Center

Antonio A. Gates

Mary Frances Jones

Erin Schroder, Atlanta Friends Meeting & Peachtree Friends Meeting
Joanna M. Adams, Retired Pastor, Morningside Presbyterian Church
Rev Marti Keller, Retired Unitarian Universalist Minister

Wendy Peacock, Pastor, Fellowship Baptist Church, Americus, GA
Priscilla Eppinger, American Baptist Historical Society

Nadya Merchant, Ismaili Council, SE USA

Lauri Strauss

Rev. Dr. Lisa Heilig

Lois Frank, Atlanta Jewish Community Relations Council

Donald Randall, Unitarian Universalist

Cynthia Martin, Democrat/Independent

Cy Lynch, Pastor, Trinity Baptist Church, Conyers, GA

Harry Findley, Methodist

The Rev. Jane Weston, St. Simon's Episcopal Church, Conyers, Georgia
Rev. Dr. Chris Ray Alexander, United Church of Christ

Akil Bektemba, Vanguard Consulting Group, LLC

Annie Frazer

Leslie Amderson, JCRC of Atlanta



