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Beryn

3anponoHOBaHl METOAMYHI BKa31BKM pPO3POOJIIEHO BIAMOBIAHO JI0 OCBITHBOI
nporpamu cnermiaabHocTi 035 «®dinosoris» Ta HaBYAIBHOI IpOrpaMu 3 JHCIUILIIHU
«Jliteparypa kpaiH, MoBa SKuUX BHUBYAeThCA» s | kypcy crnemiamizamii 035.041
«I'epMaHCBhKI MOBH Ta JiTepaTypu (IepeKia BKIKOUHO), epiia — aHIIIHChKay.

B nane meromuuHe BUAAHHS BXOAATHh IUIAHW MPAKTUYHUX 3aHATH 32 TEMaMu
Kypcy «Jliteparypa kpaiH, MOBa SIKUX BUBUAETHCS.

Meta BUKIaaHHS AaHOI HAaBYAIBHOI MUCHUILIIHA — JaTé 3700yBadaM BHUIIO1
OCBITH SIKOMOTa IMOBHE YSIBJICHHS PO Te, AK CKJIajanacs aHIiichka Ta aMepUKaHChKa
JiTEparypa MPOTATOM CBOTO ICTOPUYHOTO PO3BUTKY, SIK KaHpU (popmyBanucs y el
nepiof 1 AKi >KaHpU HAOYJIW TOMYJISAPHOCTI y TENEPUINHINA Yac, 1 SK BOHU BIUTUBAIU 1
BIUIMBAaIOTh Ha (OPMYBaHHS MOpaii Ta KyIbTypd. 3100yBaul MarOTh MOXJIHUBICTh
03HAaHOMUTHCS 3 OCOOJIIMBOCTAMM 1CTOPUKO-JIITEpATypHOro npoiecy Bennkoi bpuranii
1 CIIA, 3 TBOpaMu 1 TBOPYICTHIO AHIIIIHCHKUX Ta AMEPUKAHCHKUX MTUChbMEHHUKIB 3T1THO
3 BUMOraMM MNpOrpaMu Ajis 37400yBadiB MEPIIOrO KypCy CHEliadbHOCTI «D1i1070Tis»
cneriamizamii «l'epMaHChKi MOBM Ta JiTeparypu (TEpeKiaa BKIIOYHO), TEpiia —
AHTITIACHKaY.

Meta npoBeIeHHS MPAaKTUYHUX 3aHATh — 3aKPINUTH Yy 37A00yBadiB TEOPETHYHI
3HaHHS; BUPOOMTH y HUX CTIHKI ¥ YCBIIOMJIGHI TPAKTUYHI  HABUYKH
JTITepaTypHO-KPUTHYHOTO aHalizy, pedepyBaHHS HAyKOBO-KPHUTUYHOI IITEpaTypH, a
TaKOX HABUYKH JIITEPAaTYyPHO-KPUTHUHOTO MUCJICHHS B paMKax MPOTrpaMHUX MpoOIeM Ta
MUTaHb.

MeTta BUKOHAHHS CaMOCTIMHOI poOOoTH — (hOpMyBaTH HABUYKH CAMOCTIHHOTO
3M00yTTSI 3HAaHb, YMIHHS TIPAIIOBaTH 3 JOBIJKOBOIO JITEPATypOIO, CaMOCTIHHO
aHaJi3yBaTH TBOPYICTh NMUCHBMEHHHUKIB, KOPOTKO, JIOTIYHO TMOAAaBaTH CBOi JYMKH B
MUCHMOBOMY BUIJISIAI.

3aBnaHHs TUCUUTLIIIHU:

—  O3HaloMHUTH 37100yBadiB 3 OCOOJIMBOCTAMH 1CTOPHUKO-TITEPATYPHOTO MPOIIECY
Benukoi bpuranii 1 CILIA, a Takoxx 3 TBOpamMH 1 TBOPUICTIO CyYaCHUX AHITIIHCHKUX Ta

aMEpUKaHChKUX MIChbMEHHHKIB 1 TIOETIB;



— PpO3BHBATH THYYKl CTparerii YWTaHHS $SK MOBJICHHEBOTO YMIHHS 32 PaxyHOK
dbopMyBaHHS yCiX HOTO BU/IIB;

—  YCBIIOMJIFOBaTH MPHUPOAY PI3HHUX JKAHPIB JITEPATypHOI TBOPYOCTIi, CIIJIBHE 1
CBOEpIHE B 3MiHAX KYJBTYPHHUX TPAIHUIIIN Ta JIITEPAaTypPHUX CTHUIIIB,;

— PO3BUBATH MEPEKIAIAIBKY KOMIETEHIIIIO;

— HABYUTHU MaHOYTHIX (1I0JIOTIB aHAJI3yBaTH SBUIIA XyJA0KHBOI JIITEpaTypH,

— pPO3BUBATH KOTHITHBHI 3[10HOCTi, 3JIaTHICTh JI0 CaMOCTIMHOTO TMOIIYKYy 1
3aCBOEHHS HOBOTO MaTepiaiy;

— (QopMyBaTH TO3WTHUBHE BIJHOIIEHHS JO BHUBYECHHS CY4YacHOI JiTepaTypH, a
BIMOBIAHO KynbTypu Anmiii 1 CILIA.

MeTta MeTomMYHUX MaTepialliB — 30pIEHTYBaTH 3100yBadiB Ha CaMOCTIHE
noru0ieHe BUBUECHHS OKPEMHUX NHUTaHb Kypcy Ta MIJTOTOBKM JomnoBiaeil. Bumanus
npu3HaueHe Uil crydeHTiB | Kypcy, mo HaByaroTbed 3a crneuianizamiero 035.041
«I'epmaHCBKI MOBH Ta JiTepaTypu (NepeKiaa BKIOYHO), Tepia — aHTIiichkay. 30ipka
MICTUTH BICIM IUIaHIB MPAKTUYHUX 3aHATH 3TIHO 3 TeMaMu Kypcy «JliTeparypa kpai,
MOBa SKHX BHBYAETHCS» I AaHoi cnemiamizamii. 11logo KoKHOro HmUTAaHHS ITOJAHO
HEBEJMKUI KOMEHTap 3 peKOMEHAIISIMU TIOAO MIATOTOBKHU JOIOBI/II 10 HHOMY.

Temu ekl 3 JaHOT AMCUUILIIIHA HACTYTIHI:

— Jlexmis Nel. JlaBHs Ta cepeTHbOBIYHA aHTIIIHACHKA JIiTEparypa

— Jlexmist No2. Jlireparypa AHDIi Bix 1g006u  BigpomkeHHs 110
AHIIICHKOI pEBOIOLIT

— Jlexmis Ne3. Jliteparypa Aurii Big XVII go 30-x pokiB XX cTomiTrs

— Jlexuis Ned. Jliteparypa Anmii XX cTOMITTA

— Jlexmis Ne5. AMepuKkaHChKa ITypUTaHChKa Ta KOJIOHIAIbHA JIITEpaTypa

— Jlekist Ne6. Amepukancbka giteparypa X VIII-XIX cromith

— Jlekuis Ne7. Jliteparypa CIHA XX cromitts

— Jlexmis Ne8. Cyuacna nmiteparypa CLIA

3rilHO 3 BUMOTaMHU OCBITHBOI MPOrpaMu, 3100yBaul BUIIOI OCBITH Cleliami3anii
035.041 «I'epmaHCHKi MOBH Ta JiTepaTypH (Mepekiiaj BKIIOYHO), TEpIa — aHIIIIChKay

0 3aKiHYEHHI Kypcy «JliTepatypa KpaiH, MOBa SIKUX BUBYAETHCS MOBUHHI 3HATH:



— 0COOJIMBOCTI iCTOpUKO-JIiTeparypHoro mnporecy Benukoi bpuranii 1 CILIA;
TBOPIB 1 TBOPYOCTI aHIIIUCHKUX T4 AMEPUKAHCHKUX MTUCbMEHHUKIB 1 MOETIB;

— 0COOMMBOCTI  JIGKCHYHMX 3ac00iB Cy4YacHOl aHDIIMChKOI MOBH, IX
(GYHKIIIOHYBaHHS, CTHJIICTUYHUX SIBUIIL, 1[0 BUKOPUCTOBYIOTHCS B XyI0KHBOMY CTHIII;

BMITH:

— poOuTH aHai3, HTOPIBHIOBATH Ta BUIAUISITH TOJIOBHI 0COOIMBOCTI XyH0KHBOT
JITEpATYpU;

— KOPUCTYBATHCSI 3aCBOEHMMH 3HAHHSMH TIPO aHIIIHACBKY MOBY IS
PO3YyMIHHS OPUTTHAIBHUX TEKCTIB 32 TEMATHKOIO, III0 BUBUAETHCS;

— 3aCTOCOBYBaTH 3HAaHHA Mpo MOBY (YKpaiHCBbKy Ta aHIJINWCBKY) Y
MPAKTUYHIN AISUTBHOCTI JIJIs1 BUKOHAHHS YCHOTO Ta TUCEMOBOTO MEPEKIIAIIB.

Huciurutina  «Jliteparypa kpaiH, MoBa SKHX BHBYA€ThCA» IIOB’si3aHa 3
HACTYITHAMH JHUCIMIUTIHAMHA, W10 BHUKJIAJAIOTBCA B IepmoMy cemecTpi I kypcy
HaBYaHHS 3a JIaHOMKO criemiami3aiiero: «[IpakTuaHuil Kypc OCHOBHOI 1HO3€MHOI MOBWY,
«Bctyn o mepeknamo3HaBcTBa» Ta «BCTyI 10 MOBO3HABCTBAY.

3a TOBHICTIO BHMKOHaHI 3aBIaHHs 3700yBau BHINOI OCBITM MOXE OTpUMATU
BU3HAYEHY KIJIbKICTh OaiB:

[HCTpYMEHTH 1 3aBIaHHS Kinbkicth
OajiB
IIpuCcyTHICTH HA JIEKIUSX 1 IPATKUYHHUX 3aHITTIX 10
VY4acTh B 00roBOpeHHI 10
JIoToB111 HA MPAKTHIHUX 3aHITTIX 50
3ajik 30
Pa3zom 100




IpakTnune 3anaTTs Nel
IJIAH

1. The poem “Beowulf”. A short overview
Here you are asked to provide a short summary of the plot of the Old English poem.
2. The characteristic features of Old English poetry. Kennings
a) “The Wanderer”
b) “The Seafarer”
Those two Old English poems are similar in their topic. Consider the possible causes of
the hero’s journey (they are hinted at in the verses themselves, just pay attention). Also
pay attention to kennings (first of all, look up the meaning of those and how they are
implemented, because they are not used in modern poetry). Kennings are very important
for understanding of Old Norse and Old English poetry.
3. An Anglo-Norman Chivalric romance. General characteristics
Here you are asked to name the general characteristics of an Anglo-Norman chivalric
(knightly) romance (romance — an “ancestor” of a later novel).
4. Literature of the XIVth century. G. Chaucer “Canterbury Tales”
Here you have to research the works of Geoffrey Chaucer and his main work
“Canterbury Tales”. Consider the language in which it was written and it’s complex
composition, the themes of the stories provided by the piligrims.
5. The early Renaissance Era:
a) Ph. Sidney “Astrophel and Stella”
Phillip Sidney was one of the major early Renaissance English writers. Here you can
provide a little of the poet’s biography. Pay close attention to the plot and structure of
the poem “Astrophel and Stella”.
b) Ch. Marlowe “Doctor Faustus”
Christopher Marlowe — one of the contemporaries of W. Shakespeare. He is the author
of numerous plays but one of his most famous is “Doctor Faustus”. Consider the
foundation of the plot of this play (earlier legends and works about Doctor Faustus).

¢) Th. Moore “Utopia”
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Thomas Moore’s “Utopia” gave a name to a whole genre of like works — utopias.
Consider the plot of the work. What are the most recognizable characteristics of the
genre present in the original “Utopia”. What kind of influence it had had on later literary
life?

6. Renaissance Era. W. Shakespeare and his plays:

a) “King Lear”

b) “Romeo and Juliet”

¢) “Macbeth”

d) “Othello”

Looking at these plays (preferably separately), consider the ideas and plots of each one.
e) Shakespeare’s sonnets. Short thematic overview

Here you are asked to provide a short overview of major themes in Shakespeare’s
sonnets (there are several).

7. English Revolution period literature (XVIIth cen.). John Milton “Paradise Lost™:

a) Biblical symbolism of the poem

What biblical symbols and images are used in the poem and in what way they are
similar or different to the original (Bible)?

b) Plot and composition of the poem

Consider the plot and composition of the poem (a short overview of both is in order).



IIpakTuuHe 3aHATTH N2
IJIAH

1. Edmund Spenser and his poem “The Faerie Queene’:
a) The notion of allegory. The allegoric nature of the poem
What is allegory? How is it implemented in the poem and what is its significance for the
plot?
b) The notion of Spenserian stanza
What is Spenserian Stanza?
2. The poetry of John Donne:
a) J. Donne as the father of the “metaphysical school” of poetry
What is metaphysical poetry? What are its characteristics? Who were the other poets of
this school?
b) “A Valediction Forbidding Mourning” —the most outstanding example of
metaphysical poetry
Analyze this J. Donne’s verse.
3. “Euphues” by J. Lyly
What was so special about “Euphues” by J. Lyly? Why did it spawn so many replicas,
follow-ups and variations?
4. Francis Bacon's Essays
Consider some of the essays by Francis Bacon.
5. Henry Fielding “The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling”
Henry Fielding — one of the first true masters of the novel in English literature. Consider
the plot of “The History of Tom Jones, a Foundling” and tell what motives and plot
twists became a cliche for later writers.
6. Romantic poetry of William Blake:
a) “London”
b) “The Sick Rose”
c¢) “The Tyger”
Consider these verses (separately or together). What their analysis can tell you about

Blake’s style and sensibilities?
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7. The characteristics of Bernard Shaw’s writing:

a) A satirical play “Augustus Does His Bit”

“Augustus Does His Bit” is often overlooked as a play, but it’s quite important for the
understanding of Shaw’s writing. Consider the plot and characters of the poem, its
satirical and humorous nature.

b) The play “Pygmalion”, its tragic nature and social acuteness

The play “Pygmalion” is a well know play. It was put on a screenplay several times.
Consider the ideas of the play and give a sort of a social commentary to it. Why is it
unacceptable to experiment on fellow human beings?

8. Adventures and realism in Daniel Defoe’s “Robinson Crusoe”

Consider the backstory and prototypes of Robinson Crusoe. Robinson Crusoe was a
very popular character back in its day as a symbol of human will to survive and the
power of faith (both religious and belief in yourself). Does the novel still appeal to the
modern reader?

9. “Gulliver’s Travels” — a satirical novel by Jonathan Swift

Gulliver’s Travels as a form of an intellectual dispute about the nature of society and the
best possible order of this society. Consider the critical and satirical moments of the

novel.
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IpakTuune 3aHATTH Ne3
IJIAH

1. Prince of Paradox — Oscar Wilde:
a) O. Wilde as one of the founders of a Decadent movement in literature. Main
characteristics of decadent philosophy
What is decadence? Describe O. Wilde’s views on literature and beauty.
b) “The Picture of Dorian Gray” as a manifesto of decadent movement and aestheticism
“The Picture of Dorian Gray” is the only novel by O. Wilde and is a form of
popularization of his philosophical views. Consider the characters of Dorian Gray, Basil
Hallward and Lord Henry. Who is closer to the author’s image of himself? Does Lord
Henry practices what he preaches?
c¢) The play*“An Ideal Husband”
Consider the relationship of expectation and reality in the play. Should we idealize a
person we love and what consequences such idealization can result in case he/she
doesn’t conform to our expectations?
2. English sentimentalism:
a) Samuel Richardson “Clarissa, or the History of a Young Lady”
What is sentimentalism? Explain it on the example of this novel by Richardson (plot,
style composition).
b) Laurence Sterne “Tristram Shandy”
This book is full both of mock solemnity and genuine humour. Describe the techniques
the author uses to create those.
3. Sentimental realism: Charles Dickens:
a) The novel “Great Expectations”
b) The novel “Dombey & Son”
¢) The novel “Oliver Twist”
Why are the novels by Charles Dickens considered sentimental realism? How
sentimentalism is realized in his characters and plots?
4. English historical novel: Sir Walter Scott:

a) Historical novels about Medieval times: “Ivanhoe”
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Consider the historical background of the novel. Are all historical characters faithfully
depicted by the writer according to their real prototypes?

b) Historical novels about Scots: “Rob Roy”

How is Rob Roy’s image in the novel different from that of a real Rob? What is similar
between the Rob Roy as described in the novel and Robin Hood?

5. The Gothic novel:

a) Ann Radcliffe’s “The Mysteries of Udolpho™

What is a Gothic novel? What traits of a Gothic novel are present in Ann Radcliffe’s
“The Mysteries of Udolpho”? Is there really a supernatural cause behind the events
described in the novel?

b) Emily Bronté “Wuthering Heights”

What are the topics of the novel? What is the relationship between the Thrushcross
Grange and the Wuthering Heights?

c¢) Bram Stoker’s “Dracula”

What is Stoker’s most noteworthy achievement made by publishing this novel? Why
Dracula became so popular?

6. English Romanticism: Robert Louis Stevenson:

a) Historical novel“The Master of Ballantrae”

Consider the historical background of the novel. With whom of the two brothers you
sympathize more? Why?

b) Adventure novel “Treasure Island”

Consider the plot of the novel, describe the main characters: Jim Hawkins, Long John
Silver, Dr. David Livesey, Billy Bones, Ben Gunn etc. How does the novel reflect real
pirates and piracy?

7. English short story. Saki (Hector Hugh Monroe) “The Open Window”

Describe the composition of the story. What is the plot’s premise? What kind of effect is
achieved throughout and at the end of the story?

8. James Joyce’s writings:

a) The “stream of consciousness” technique

What is the “stream of consciousness” technique? What are its characteristic features?
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b) “Ulysses” by J. Joyce as one of the first examples of stream of consciousness
technique usage

Explain, how the “stream of consciousness” technique is implemented in the novel.
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IIpakTuuHe 3aHaTTS Ned
IJIAH

L. Life and works of T. S. Eliot:
a) T. Eliot’s life
Give a short overview of the author’s biography.
b) The Theory of Tradition by T. S. Eliot
Describe T. S. Elliot’s ideas about the concept of literary tradition (for that, you may
want to look up the “Tradition and Individual Talent”, an article written by Elliot).
c¢) Dramatic works by T. Eliot
Mention and describe some of Elliot’s dramatic works.
d) Main ideas and motives of “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”
Describe main ideas and motives in the poem “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock™. Is
Alfred Prufrock a hero in a traditional sense? What is he afraid of? What is his biggest
fear?
e) The search for resurrection in “The Waste Land”
What is the poem’s relation to a Holy Grail legend of the Fisher King? What is the
significance of its structure (five parts)?
f) The end of the world and death in the poem “The Hollow Men”
Who are the Hollow men? In what sense they are hollow?
2. Herbert Wells — the founder of science fiction:
a) The novel“Time Machine”: the idea of time-travel
What worlds are described in the novel, which are reached by means of the Time
Machine by the Time Traveller? What are the possible symbols in the novel?
b) The novel “The War of the Worlds”: the contact of humanity with an alien
civilization
How is the first contact described in the novel? Are the aliens benevolent or hostile
towards humanity?
c¢) The novel “The Invisible Man”: the idea of invisibility
Give a plot summary of the novel. What is the novel’s legacy?

3. William Golding and his novel “Lord of the Flies™:
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a) Parodic character of the novel

What features can suggest that “Lord of the Flies” is a parody?

b) The struggle of civilization (intellect, humanism) vs barbarism in the novel

The struggle between civilization/culture and barbarity not only in the novel, but in the
human nature as a whole is real. What characters symbolize both sides of this struggle?
4. Graham Greene “The Quiet American”

Describe the plot of the novel. What was teh novel’s initial reception by the American
public and how did it change throughout the years?

5. “Angry Young Men”. J. Wain, J. Braine, J. Osborne:

Who were the “Angry Young Men”? What were their creative principles?

a) John Osborne’s “Look Back in Anger”

What social issues are tackled in the play? Is it current for a modern reader?

6. Dystopian novels:

a) Aldous Huxley “Brave New World”

Is the “Brave New World” a utopia or dystopia? Support your opinion by evidence from
the text.

b) George Orwell “1984”

What is the genre of the novel? Is such a struggle, as described in the novel, necessary?
7. Works by J. R. R. Tolkien:

a) Life and works of J. R. R. Tolkien

Give a short overview of Tolkien’s life and works.

b) “The Lord of the Rings™ trilogy by J. R. R. Tolkien

Describe the plot and motives of the trilogy. What is his stance on Christianity in the
books?

c¢) A story “The Hobbit or There and Back Again”

What is the difference between “The Lord of the Rings” and “The Hobbit”? Can the
latter be considered a prequel to the former?

d) Legendarium (A compendium of legends) “The Silmarillion”

Describe some of the most notable legends/moments from “The Silmarillion”.

8. J. K. Rowling and the Harry Potter novels:



a) A characteristic of main characters of this novel series
Provide a characteristic for each major character of the novel series.
b) Themes and motives of the novels about Harry Potter

Describe themes and motives of the novels about Harry Potter.

16
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IIpakTuyne 3aHATTA NS
IJIAH

1. The American puritan literature of XVII-XVIII centuries:
a) the way of life and philosophy of American puritans (the Pilgrims)
Describe the way of life and Puritan beliefs of the era.
b) the view on America as the “New Jerusalem” (“A City upon a Hill”, “New Eden”)
Explain the prevailing view on America as the “New Jerusalem”, held by Puritans.
c¢) The Great Salem Witch Trials. The causes and course of the process
Describe the causes and process of the Great Salem Witch Trials. Who was on trial and
on what grounds?
d) Cotton Mather “The Tryal of George Burrowghs at a court of Oyer and Terminer,
Held in Salem, 1692”
Who was Cotton Mather? What was his role in the trial of George Burrowsghs and other
Salem witch trials? You can look up additional materials: the original text of “The
Tryal of George Burrowghs at a court of Oyer and Terminer, Held in Salem, 1692 via
the link:
https://web.archive.org/web/20011211143823/http://www.ogram.org:80/17thc/mather_g

b.shtml

2. Ben Franklin — a politician and an innovator:

a) Franklin’s autobiography

Why made Franklin write an autobiography? What major life milestones for Franklin
can you name from this work?

b) “Poor Richard's Almanack”

What is the “Poor Richard's Almanack”? What relationship it had to Franklin? Provide
some quotes from the Almanack.

3. Thomas Jefferson “Declaration of Independence”

Explain the importance of “Declaration of Independence” for the early America.

4. Washington Irving — the very first American writer:

a) A short story “Rip Van Winkle”

What “Rip van Winkle” can tell us about the life in Washington Irving’s time? What is


https://web.archive.org/web/20011211143823/http:/www.ogram.org:80/17thc/mather_gb.shtml
https://web.archive.org/web/20011211143823/http:/www.ogram.org:80/17thc/mather_gb.shtml
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the deeper meaning of Rip’s dreaming?

b) A story “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”

Describe the story’s plot. What are the themes of the story?

5. American Romanticism:

a) James Fenimore Cooper “The Last of the Mohicans™

Describe the plot of the novel. What is Natty Bumppo a symbol of? Why is his image so
outstanding in the American literary tradition?

b) Harriet Beecher Stowe “Uncle Tom's Cabin”

Consider the plot of the novel. What are the major themes of the novel?

6. Native America and the Americans in the poems by Philip Freneau

How were the Native Americans and America itself reflected in Freneau’s poetry? What
1s the main idea behind “The Wild Honeysuckle” by Ph. Freneau?

7. Mark Twain’s satirical novels:

a) “The Adventures of Tom Sawyer”

The novel is characterized by humour, satire and social criticism. How they are realized
in the novel? What controversies are noted in the book by modern literary critics? Is
such criticism fair?

b) “A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court”

In what way is “A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court” a satire on chivalry and
romantic ideas about the life during the Middle Ages? Is Hank Morgan really so much
better than the people of Medieval England?

8. Edgar Allan Poe — The Master of Gothic tale:

a) Short stories by E. A. Poe. Themes and the atmosphere

Describe themes and atmosphere of E. A. Poe’s stories. What are the characteristics of
Gothic prose by E. A. Poe?

b) Poems by E. A. Poe. “The Raven” and other poems

Analyze the imagery of the poem “The Raven” by E. A. Poe.

c) “Ligeia” — a novella by E. A. Poe

Describe the plot of the novella. What are its major themes?

9. Herman Melville “Moby-Dick or, The Whale”
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Describe the plot and topics of the novel. What is the symbolism of Captain Ahab’s life
and death?

10. Henry David Thoreau — a philosopher, a writer and a poet:

a) H. D. Thoreau’s philosophical ideas

What was H. D. Thoreau’s philosophy? Describe his major philosophical ideas. What is
“self-reliance”?

b) “Walden, or Life in the Woods”

Describe the premise and the plot of “Walden”. How does the work reflect H. D.
Thoreau’s ideas on philosophy and self-reliance?

11. Henry W. Longfellow “The Song of Hiawatha”

Who was Hiawatha (in the poem and in reality)? Consider the historical and cultural
background and veracity of the poem in general.

12. O. Henry’s short stories.“The Gift of the Magi”

Consider the plot of the short story. What is the moral behind “The Gift of the Magi™?
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IpakTruHe 3aHATTA Neb
IJIAH

1. Jack London — the first successful American writer
a) “Martin Eden” and J. London’s life
In what way this novel can be considered autobiographical? Provide evidence from the
text.
b) A short story “The Law of Life”
Describe the plot and meaning of the short story. What is the Law of Life according to
the story? Is it universal?
¢) A short story “To Build a Fire”
Describe the plot and meaning of the short story. What is the symbolic meaning of fire
in the story?
2. John Steinbeck “Of Mice and Men”
Describe the plot and the meaning of the novel. What are the themes explored here? Are
there limitations to what a human can achieve?
3. The “Lost Generation” writers: E. Hemingway, J. D. Salinger, F. Scott Fitzgerald:
What is the “Lost Generation”? What writers were included in it? What was different
about their writing and life experience?
a) E. Hemingway “A Farewell to Arms”
Describe the plot and the meaning of the novel. How is the novel connected with the
biography of Hemingway himself? What is the significance of the novel’s title?
b) J. D. Salinger “The Catcher in the Rye”
Is “The Catcher in the Rye” a coming-of-age novel? Can you personally relate to
Holden?
c) F. Scott Fitzgerald “The Great Gatsby” and “Tender is the Night”
Consider the historical background and the plot of the novels. In your opinion is Jay
Gatsby a tragic character? If so, what is his tragedy?
4. Thomas Wolfe’s “Look Homeward, Angel”
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Consider the themes of the novel: alcoholism, domestic violence, bullying — and how
they influence the plot. Can Eugene Gant be a literary impersonation of Thomas Wolfe
himself? What details hint at this?

5. James Jones “From Here to Eternity”

Consider the historical background of the novel. What is the author’s view on war?

6. Truman Capote’s “Breakfast at Tiffany’s”

Consider the novella’s themes. What is Holly Golightly’s idea of happiness?

7. American drama. A. Miller, T. Williams, Eu. O’Neill:

a) Arthur Miller “Death of a Salesman”

Consider the play’s themes. How does reality and illusion coexist in the play?

b) Tennessee Williams “A Streetcar Named Desire”

Why can the fate of Blanche DuBois be considered tragic? What is her relationship with
Stanley Kowalski?

c¢) Eugene O’Neill “Desire Under the Elms”

What are the themes of the play? How desire led to tragedy in the play?

8. Howard Ph. Lovecraft. Characteristics of Lovecraftian horror:

Why Lovecraft and the number of other similar authors are traditionally called “weird”?
a) The cycle of short stories about Cthulhu and the other Old Ones

Who are the Old Ones? Are they good or evil? What is their relationship with humans?
What is Lovecraftian horror?

b) Mystical poems by H. P. Lovecraft

Read and analyze one of H. P. Lovecraft’s poems.

9. Robert I. Howard. Sword and Sorcery fantasy:

a) Conan the Barbarian

Who is Conan? What are the reasons for Conan’s success as a popular literary
character?

b) Solomon Kaine

Who is Solomon Kaine? What are his adventures? How is he different from Conan and
other Howard’s characters?

10. American science fiction:
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a) Ray Bradbury and “The Martian Chronicles”

Give a summary of the plot of “The Martian Chronicles”. Consider its composition.
What is a fix-up novel?

b) Isaac Asimov’s “Foundation” series

Give an overview of Asimov’s Foundation series plot. What is so special about these
books?

c¢) Frank Herbert’s “Dune”

Provide a summary of the plot for Herbert’s “Dune”. The “Dune” is considered to be

one of the best science-fiction novels of all time. Do you support this opinion?
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HpakTuyne 3ausarTsa Ne7
IJIAH

1. The Beat Generation:
a) Six Gallery reading (1955). “Howl” by A. Ginsberg
What is the Beat Generation? Why this verse has such a title?
b) J. Kerouac “On the Road”
What is the novel about? How does it correlate with the Beat philosophy?
2. W. Burroughs “Naked Lunch”
Describe the plot and meaning of the novel. What controversies surround the book to
this day?
3. Ken Kesey — the founder of a hippie movement in literature
a) “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” — a dystopian, satirical novel
What is the meaning of the Combine as a symbol in “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest”? Why do the characters fight it?
4. Philosophical novels by I. Murdoch. “Under the Net”
Describe the plot of the novel. Explain the meaning of the title.
5. Vladimir Nabokov’s “Lolita”
Describe the plot of the novel. Dwell on the controversy caused by the book: is “Lolita”
an erotic novel or a satire of the contemporary society?
6. Saul Bellow “Humboldt’s Gift”
Describe the plot of the novel. Why Bellow named it “Humboldt’s Gift”? What “gift”
did Humboldt gave to Charlie Citrine? What is so special about Saul Bellow’s variant of
realism?
7. Mythical motives in American novels. J. Updike “The Centaur”
Describe the plot of the novel. What is the reason for J. Updike comparison of his
characters to the ancient Greek gods?
8. Harper Lee “To Kill a Mockingbird”
Describe the plot of the novel. Racial injustice and class in the novel — how they are
tackled?

8. Short stories by Raymond Carver:
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a) “Dirty realism” as a literary trend

What is “dirty realism”? How are the “short shorts” by R. Carver different from the
“traditional” short stories? Who are R. Carver’s characters and what kind of life do they
lead? Provide arguments.

b) A short story “A Small, Good Thing”

Describe the plot and meaning of the short story. What exactly is “a small, good thing”
in the context of the short story?

¢) A short story “Fat”

Describe the plot and meaning of the short story. What is the significance of the title?

9. Kurt Vonnegut “Slapstick”

Describe the plot and meaning of the novel. What are the views on religion, afterlife and
social planning expressed in this book?

10. Horror and mystery novels. Stephen King’s works:

a) “The Shining”

Describe the plot and meaning of the novel. What are the symbols in the novel? In what
ways does Jack fail?

b) “The Green Mile”

Describe the plot and meaning of the novel. What 1s the significance of the title? What
is so special about one of the prisoners, John Coftey?

¢) “Under the Dome”

Describe the plot and meaning of the novel. What does the town and the dome

symbolize? Who is Big Jim? Is his type typical for America?
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IpakTruHe 3aHATT Ne§
IJIAH

1. “American Psycho” by Bret Easton Ellis
What is B. E. Ellis criticizing in his “American Psycho”? What do you think was the
reason behind the threads sent to him?
2. “The Notebook” by Nicholas Sparks
Describe the plot and meaning of the novel. Why is it that Noah Calhoun can not be
with Allie right from the start? Do you think Allie really loves Lon?
3. Chuck Palahniuk’s “Fight Club”
What is the story behind the writing of the “Fight Club”? Why, do you think, this book
is so loved by the readers?
4. Fables by Richard Bach:
a) “Jonathan Livingston Seagull”
Why the author chose seagulls as characters for this novel? What’s the moral of this
fable (if any)? What do the different “levels of ascension” represent?
b) “Illusions. The Adventures of a Reluctant Messiah”
Consider the plot of the novel. How the Messiah is born? Is being a Messiah easy?
5. Alternative history in novels:
a) Dan Brown “The Da Vinci Code”
b) Dan Brown “Angels & Demons”
Consider the historical background and veracity of both novels. How are alternative
history and alternative reality in those novels different from those of ours?
6. Determinism and Morality in Cormac McCarthy’s “No Country for Old Men”
What is a western? What are its characteristic features? What are the principles of a
modern cowboy in a western? Is “No Country For Old Men” a western in your opinion?
What relationship is maintained between determinism and morality by different
characters of the novel?
7. Contemporary American fantasy:
a) Roger Zelazny’s “The Chronicles of Amber”
Corwin, King Arthur and Wasteland Myths.



b) Andre Norton. The “Witch World” series
War, apocalyptic disasters, survival and hope in the “Witch World” series.
¢) Neil Gaiman’s “Stardust” and “Coraline”

d) George R. R. Martin “A Song of Ice and Fire”
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