Texas PORN Timeline

How long until children are safe?

May 7, 2019

Parents tried to get rid of the obscenity exemptions in state law in 2019. House Bill 3135 would
have eliminated the educational and governmental exceptions. But lawmakers in the
Republican-controlled House failed to put the bill on the calendar for a vote.

October 25, 2021

Amid pushback from parents about inappropriate and even pornographic material available to
children in public schools, State Rep. Matt Krause (R—Fort Worth) launched an inquiry into

potentially questionable books.

October 29, 2021

State Rep. Jeff Cason (R—Bedford) is calling for the removal of sexually explict material, as well
as potential criminal charges on schools that approved the distribution of the pornographic
material to students. Cason is calling upon Attorney General Ken Paxton to “start a statewide
investigation” into books “that may violate the Penal Code in relation to pornography, child
pornography and decency laws, as well as the legal ramifications to school districts that
approved of these types of books.”

November 1, 2021

In response, on November 1, Abbott requested that the Texas Association of School Boards
(TASB), which is a non-governmental entity, take action on the issue, drawing criticism from
State Rep. Jeff Cason (R-Bedford), who said, “Asking a politicized TASB is not really going to
accomplish much, but it does look good on Twitter.”

November 3, 2021

On November 3, TASB responded, ultimately encouraging Abbott to instead place his request in
the hands of an actual government entity, such as the Texas Education Agency. The TASB
executive director said:

We felt it was critically important to respond to your letter to clarify the work we do here
at TASB, clarify the primary responsibilities of school boards, and respectfully note that
regulatory agencies like the Texas Education Agency (TEA) and State Board of


https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=86R&Bill=HB3135
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Education (SBOE) are more appropriate venues for the type of monitoring that you ask
for in your letter.

November 8, 2021

On Monday, November 8, Abbott responded by submitting a letter to the commissioner of the
Texas Education Agency, Mike Morath; the chair of the Texas State Library and Archives
Commission, Martha Wong; and the chairman of the Texas State Board of Education, Kevin Ellis
to “develop statewide standards to prevent the presence of pornography and other obscene
content in Texas public schools.”

December 2021

Kerrville ISD permanently removes “I8r. g8r” from the district libraries and instructional resources
per Kerrville Daily Times 3/4/22 article using EF Legal and the adopted EF Local.
Kerrville ISD decided that all book purchases will now go through a committee.

January 25, 2022

In January letter, State Rep. Jared Patterson (R—Frisco) contacted Prosper ISD Superintedent
Ferguson about the sexually explicit books in Prosper ISD libraries. He asked the district to be
transparent with parents and taxpayers, and to hold accountable vendors and staff who
provided and approved obscene books.
“To be very clear, this is not a matter of policy or a disagreement on teaching
materials,” he wrote in his letter. “This is criminal activity, as possession or promotion
of child pornography is illegal in Texas.”

February 2022

Kerrville ISD removes books from libraries and instructional resources in the classroom using
EF Legal and the adopted EF Local per Kerrville Daily Times 3/4/22 article.

1. Kerrville ISD permanently removed “l am Jazz”.

2. Kerrville ISD permanently removed “Looking for Alaska”.

3. Kerrville ISD permanently removed “The Perks of Being A Wallflower”.
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March 4, 2022

The Kerrville Daily Times posted the ‘School district has process to review books for content’
article available here and below:


https://dailytimes.com/
https://dailytimes.com/opinion/article_47377cce-9c2e-11ec-9852-2fa706ef14d2.html




March 8, 2022

Texas House Representative Jared Patterson posts his pledge for law makers and school
districts to sign to stand against vendors who sell sexually explicit materials.

March 24, 2022

Prosper ISD released a statement that they have removed 22 books based on EF (Local).

PROSPER INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT

605 East Seventh Street, Prosper, TX 75078
Phone: 469-219-2000 Fax:972-346-9247

March 24, 2022

As part of our continuous efforts to ensure the best possible instructional resources in our
classroom and age-appropriate books in our libraries, Prosper ISD is undertaking a
comprehensive review of the district's instructional materials selection procedures and library
collection development standards.

e Certified librarians and English-Language Arts-Reading educators are looking at the
age-appropriateness of books, centered around Board Policy EF (Local), which provides the
ability for employees to remove content determined to be explicit or pervasively vulgar.

e Prosper ISD is also working on ways to keep obviously inappropriate content out of
libraries by refining processes for selecting book vendors. That process includes consulting
with parents, librarians, and other educators to make sure we continue to uphold the high
standards our community expects.

“The Prosper ISD Board of Trustees has the utmost confidence in the highly qualified, highly
trained, and experienced librarians and educators who are dedicated to ensuring that every
student leaves our system equipped with the problem-solving and research skills necessary to

navigate an increasingly comy |d,” said Board of Trustees
) ) ) Page 1 [/ 2 (G
President Jim Bridges.


https://www.facebook.com/jpattersontx/posts/489072902869859
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18aAPoH5qbebAmr1EQn7-M3Sg9PdTuIXc/preview

President Jim Bridges.

As a district, we want to explicitly state that adult content has no place in public schools. The
school district will remove obviously age-inappropriate content if they see it and do everything
they can to make sure it does not make its way into our schools. We have been in communication
with our state representatives in regard to this issue. As a public entity, funded by taxpayers, the
district is required to abide by laws and Board policies that dictate the process for removing
books, because permanently removing a book from a library is not something that should be
taken lightly.

“Our libraries support and enrich our curriculum and provide content that is of interest to our
students. Finding that balance is the art of library science, and | believe that by taking a closer look
at our library and classroom collections, we are making our libraries better for all our students,”
said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Holly Ferguson.

PROSPER INDEPENDENT

CrdnNnnil NICTRICT

PROSPER INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT

605 East Seventh Street, Prosper, TX 75078
Phone: 469-219-2000 Fax: 972-346-9247

Therefore, the district has weeded 22 books from district libraries and classroom library
collections. By weeding these books, we are not making a broader statement about the artistic
validity of these books, but that the content was, based on our community standard, vulgar or
explicit. Over 375,000 titles remain in the libraries of Prosper ISD.

For further information, please see:
e Board Policy EF (Local)
e (Collection Development Decisions




March 27, 2022

Fredericksburg ISD removed 10 books permanently from their district based on
EFLegal/EFLocal by a district administration team and reported on April 20, 2022 by the
Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post and updated here on a school posted list on the district
website. More titles are being slated to be reviewed by a newly created committee as excerpts
are gathered. Titles removed are:
1. FADE by McMann
. L8r, g8r by Myracle
. ttyl by Myracle
Eleanor & Park by Rowell

2
3
4.
5. Me and Earl and the Dying Girl by Andrews
6. Jailbait by Newman
7
8
9
1

. Crank by Ellen Hopkins
Looking for Alaska by Green
. Jesusland
0. Perks of Being a Wallflower by Chosky

March 31, 2022

TexansWakeUp.com launches the “Books” portion of their website highlighting some of the most
commonly found sexually explicit and generally harmful books found in Texas public libraries.
Notice: NOT appropriate for minors!

April 6, 2022

Texas House Representative Jared Patterson reports that more than 30 Texas school districts
have signed on to pledge to fight vendors who sell explicit materials.

April 11, 2022

In a letter to Abbott, posted on the TEA website, Texas Commissioner of Education, Mike
Morath, releases his model local school board policy relating to instructional materials in
response to Abbott's Nov, 2021 letter.

Way to get on that, Morath (roughly 110 business days later).

April 20, 2022

The Fredericksburg Standard-Radio Post published a piece entitled ‘Book excerpts signal
troubling content’ in which Irma Delgado gives “many thanks to the Fredericksburg ISD School
Board for its 7-0 vote last month to remove pornographic books from our middle school and high
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school libraries” based on EF(Legal) and EF(Local). See screenshot below. Titles removed
updated here on a school posted list on the district website. More titles are being slated to be
reviewed by a newly created committee as excerpts are gathered, but not voting has occurred
to date.


https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/11NbWLXyRArxbA7wtG1ntCZPsxJP2z3LIvUL8kWT-V4s/mobilebasic

BOOKS IN SCHOOLS

Book excerpts signal
troubling content

By Irma Delgado

e would like to give

many thanks to

Fredericksburg ISD School
Board for its 7-0 vote last month to
remove pornographic books from our
middle school
ies.

In this paper, as well as in speech-
es before the school board (prior to
the 7-0 vote), there has been a lot
of virtue signaling about the First
Amendment to the Constitution and
how the Supreme Court in Tinker
v. Des Moines held that students do

not “shed their constitutional rights to.
freedom of speech or expression at the .

schoolhouse gate.” A person speak
ing before the school board added
that “any removal of a book based on
an individual’s djsagreement‘wnh its
political, religious or moral viewpoint
is censorship.” P
Neither the First Amendment nor
the decision in Tinker v. Des Moines

have anything to do with removing

pornographic books from the librar-

: 11-17- -olds. 'I:he First '.
ies of our 11-17 yea:dmﬁwkeeres
the right of students

Amendment(
Moines) protects 1
to EXPRESS THEMSELVES, in the
Tinker case, the wearing of black arm
bands to protest the Vietnam war.
Tinker did not invent a right in favor
children to have access to obscene and
potentially corrupting bOJoksprowdﬂd

the

and high school librar- -

of enter

It can lead to questions and discus-
sions with parents, peers and others
so that young minds flourish and ask
questions ... banning books makes our
students unprepared for what they
aspire to be. Banning books promotes
ignorance.”

Here we go again. “Book Banning!”
Some have used the phrase “Book
Burning!” ... both absurd phrases.
Never do these confused advocates
of the First Amendment want you to
actually read the excerpts from the
library books that the board voted to
remove, much less have them printed
in this newspaper.

Your readers are only receiving one
side of the story because the other side
is being, shall we say, “censored,” in
 that the content of these books is not

being exposed. Those who would like
to truly understand what this issue
is all about will find excerpts from
th:.k oﬁ'e;llswia bogeks by going to www.
makeschoolssafeagain.com/library- -
Bk ik e
- Throughout all of history parents
have sought to protect their children
from damaging experiences and influ-
j;u;ces at ]e’f:; until their children are
an age where parental protection
cceases to be appropriate or effective.
restriction; ability of children to
~ is The Motion Picture Association’s
- rating system of PG-13 and R, etc,,
- prohibiting children from seeing vio-




June 22, 2022

The Texas GOP post their 2022 Legislative Priorities and put ‘Stop Sexualizing Texas Kids’ in
the top 8 which includes absolving the obscenity exemption.

Today

Numerous Texas school districts and public libraries have not even started evaluating the
sexually explicit materials in their libraries.... and we haven’t even started talking about the
digital content. We’d personally like to thank the Republican majority legislature in Texas for
ignoring parents in 2019. We all knew this content existed prior to then. Secondly, we’d like to
thank the weak school board members and superintendents for not protecting our children and

grandchildren. Please visit www.Texans\WakeUp.com/shop to see what your tax dollars have
been purchasing.

WA K E U P HOME BLOG ABOUT ACT NOW RESOURCES BOOKS CONTACT

WARNING- NOT APPROPRIATE FOR CHILDREN
All of the following content falls under the Fair Use Law and is for the sole purpose of alerting parents of the dangers available
to children in public and government school libraries.
Search your own library at www.goFollett.com | Amarillo ISD | Canyon ISD

"You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. "
1 Thessalonians 5:5
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