
 
 

Secondary Social Studies Daily “Look-Fors” 
 
Guiding Question: Who is doing the talking, thinking, and analysis in the classroom? 
 
 
Connect with Prior Knowledge and Build Background Knowledge 
▢​ Students regularly examine images, text, graphics, and/or data about the lesson topic 

and engage in dialogue about the concept 
▢​ Students use Leveled Language Frames or Accountable Talk Sentence Stems with 

appropriate academic vocabulary. 
▢​ Students have opportunities to review previous learning (retrieval practice) 

 
Explicit Instruction & Guided Practice 
▢​ The interplay between the prompts for students, teacher questioning, and student 

questioning, strategically using primary and secondary sources and direct instruction, 
when appropriate. 

▢​ Students respond to questions, engaging in discourse around the topic or concept 
using appropriate academic vocabulary. 

▢​ Teacher provides opportunities for students to reflect on their learning throughout the 
lesson as a formative assessment and as an opportunity for feedback. 

 
Independent Practice and Collaboration 
▢​ Students read grade-level texts collaboratively and independently from various 

perspectives about a concept or event daily using scaffolding when appropriate. 
▢​ Students analyze primary sources by using the skills of sourcing, contextualization, 

corroboration, and close reading daily. 
▢​ Students write responses to texts and primary sources using the CERA framework 

daily. 
▢​ Students give peer feedback and Cooperative Learning Structures are used to give 

students opportunities to construct knowledge collaboratively. 
▢​ Differentiation strategies are used to support all students by using scaffolding 

strategies, extension opportunities,  and creating a welcoming environment for all 
students. 

 
Exit Ticket/Reflection 

▢​ Students complete an exit ticket or some form of formative assessment the teacher 
can use to plan instruction for the next day. 

▢​ Students reflect on what they learned in writing or verbally to process the content and 
skills they learned. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1s7dWVslz9aH8kEIEO_ZEyA5XWfIX0jczesE2y9BJWeU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qbMX0UXlONdcZXsk5giDRYJefxnayHoLDVWwGr9VpXo/edit?usp=sharing
https://ascd.org/blogs/retrieval-practice-one-minute-to-better-student-learning
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11EB_tNdqVm_kI0JSID2IggszANn-YJJ4NLpwZuDKjOs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K0NjvyycBf9fdZ5_RY_ppVof4Avv19jzxwwnonWludE/edit#heading=h.xna0xl7wqb7l
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HCwWkhJOtWi5NH6r5bANEifP6ZcYJq9MVizwybU1WyM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11EB_tNdqVm_kI0JSID2IggszANn-YJJ4NLpwZuDKjOs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11EB_tNdqVm_kI0JSID2IggszANn-YJJ4NLpwZuDKjOs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iZ7-F_H_qt13SOkVRePiXpqh5XPujLlnLnC4CFTeHq8/edit?usp=sharing

