
UPDATE: As of 3:37 p.m. on July 20, 2020, LSERC is working on new petition and is asking
anyone registered for the PA October Bar Exam to complete the following Hardship Survey:
https://forms.gle/oPqSniRZqvrZtf179

UPDATE: As of 12:50PM on Saturday, 4/18 we have 505 signatures. We submitted the amended
letter on Saturday, 4/18 to PABOLE, Governor Wolf, and the Justices of the PA Supreme Court. The
letter and form remain open for signatures. All additional signatures will be added to our website in
batches on a regular basis. Thank you for your continued support. The amended letter submission can
be viewed here: https://bit.ly/3cxiXUt

*Cover Letter 4.12.20* (actual letter follows below)

April 12, 2020

Pennsylvania Board of Law Examiners
601 Commonwealth Ave., Suite 3600
Harrisburg, PA 17106-2535

Dear Board of Pennsylvania Law Examiners,

We hope that you are safe and well during these difficult times. We are grateful for your recent
decision to extend the deadline for the “timely” application fee for the July 2020 bar exam. This
has provided some immediate relief for many students.

Today we are writing to share with you our position on the July 2020 bar exam, as we know you
are working to determine the best path forward. We respectfully ask that the Board grant
emergency diploma privileges to applicants registered to take the July bar exam.

The undersigned submit that, given the realities that the Commonwealth and graduating
applicants currently face, a policy of granting emergency diploma privileges upon satisfaction of
the character and fitness requirements would safeguard the integrity of the legal profession while
providing necessary services to our communities. We are grateful that the Pennsylvania Bar
Association’s COVID-19 Task Force shares our concerns about postponing the July exam and
recognized that, under these exceptional circumstances, alternatives must be considered.

Diploma privilege is the necessary response because of the immediate and expanded need for
legal representation, especially for indigent and vulnerable members of our communities.
Considering the uncertainty of this pandemic, a postponed bar exam would create future public
health concerns and more confusion going forward for employers and bar applicants. This would
have devastating effects on the careers and mental health of new lawyers.

We ask for your time and consideration in reading our attached letter. Over 200 graduating
students have signed, representing all nine of Pennsylvania’s law schools as well as out-of-state
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students who plan to practice in the Commonwealth. In the interest of expediency, we are
sending this letter to you now so that our perspective may be considered as you weigh possible
options. However we have only just begun circulating the letter and will continue to receive new
signatures. We plan to provide you with an updated list of signees at the end of the week.

Thank you for your leadership during this unprecedented crisis. Please let us know if you have
questions about the contents of our letter or our deliberation process.

Respectfully,

Law Students for
Equitable Responses to COVID-19

Letter to PABOLE attached to cover letter sent 4.12.20:

April 12, 2020

Pennsylvania Board of Law Examiners
601 Commonwealth Ave., Suite 3600
Harrisburg, PA 17106-2535

Dear Pennsylvania Board of Law Examiners,

We, the undersigned, are prospective Pennsylvania Bar applicants, legal professors, and
practitioners. We urge a comprehensive and proportional response from the Pennsylvania Board
of Law Examiners to the current crisis brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. We respectfully
request that the Board of Law Examiners grant diploma privileges to all Fall 2019 and Spring
2020 graduates who plan on taking the July 2020 bar exam to ensure that the legal needs of our
communities are met during this uncertain time.1

COVID-19 has changed the way each and every one of us navigates the world, and it will affect
our lives for an indeterminable amount of time. In Pennsylvania, all sixty-seven counties are
under a Stay at Home Order through April 30. All non-life-sustaining businesses and services2

have been forced to cease in-person operations. The Wolf Administration is strongly3

encouraging Pennsylvanians to suspend any gatherings of more than ten people and to cancel any
such gatherings planned over the next eight weeks.4

4 Id.
3 Id.

2 Responding to COVID-19 in Pennsylvania, PA.gov,
https://www.pa.gov/guides/responding-to-covid-19/#StatewideMitigation (last updated April 8, 2020 5:15 PM).

1 This letter was modeled after the letter and petition submitted to the State Bar of California, available at
https://bit.ly/3boKAP0. The California letter was authored by members of the Class of 2020.
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As the Commonwealth adapts to a new normal, so must law students. We must acknowledge the
disproportionate impact COVID-19 has on certain populations of law students:
immunocompromised students, low-income students, students who have contracted the virus,
and students with significant family obligations. Enactment of a diploma privilege, where
graduates who pass character and fitness requirements are admitted to the Bar by virtue of
obtaining a law school diploma instead of passing a bar exam, for recent graduates and the class
of 2020, would ensure fairness and equity to all law students and larger society. The diploma
privilege should include a mechanism that allows LL.M. students to have similar access to
diploma privilege. The implementation of diploma privilege will allow all of us—J.D. and LL.M.
graduates—to meet the needs of the clients the legal profession purports to serve.

Given the uncertainty and precariousness of the COVID-19 pandemic, state courts and boards of
bar examiners have realized the necessity of adapting the July 2020 bar examination. Eight
jurisdictions have so far announced the postponement of the July bar exam until the fall,
including neighboring states New York and New Jersey. Some states have postponed the exam5

until an indeterminate date in the fall of 2020. Yet, postponing the bar exam will have grave
consequences. The unprecedented delay will harm clients, law school graduates, employers, and
the state budget. A reduction in newly licensed lawyers exacerbates access to justice issues in a
time of greater need. The uncertain examination date will also complicate employers' hiring and
employment decisions and certainly lead to further hiring freezes or rescinded offers. Law school
graduates' careers will be halted, resulting in greater financial insecurity and increased
unemployment. Moreover, the delay will complicate logistics for the PA Bar due to the difficulty
of choosing a “safe” date and the potential necessity to reschedule the exam multiple times.6

Pennsylvania should not opt for this messy alternative.

Diploma privilege is feasible. After all, Wisconsin exclusively offers diploma privileges. The7

emergency diploma privilege is a superior alternative to postponement because it provides
greater certainty and job security for law school graduates and employers and greater ability for
Pennsylvanians to obtain competent legal services in the coming months. In support of our
request, we set forth the reasons below:

7 Diploma Privilege, U. Wis.-Madison L. Sch., https://law.wisc.edu/current/diploma_privilege/ (last visited Apr. 8,
2020).

6 New York Law Schools deans also urged the New York State Court of Appeals to reconsider postponing the July
2020 bar to the Fall in an April 1, 2020 letter for these reasons. The Deans also asked the NY Bar to consider
alternatives to admission to the Bar that do not require sitting for a bar exam. The letter is available at
https://images.law.com/contrib/content/uploads/documents/292/Chief-Judge-DiFiore3-2-1.pdf.

5 Nat’l Conference of Bar Exam’rs, July 2020 Bar Exam: Jurisdiction Information
http://www.ncbex.org/ncbe-covid-19-updates/july-2020-bar-exam-jurisdiction-information/ (last visited Apr. 10,
2020). The jurisdictions postponing the July 2020 bar exam so far are Alaska, Connecticut, Guam, Hawaii,
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, and Vermont.
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1. Our communities in Pennsylvania need us now more than ever.

On March 22, 2020, several scholars, whose research focuses on licensing for legal practice,
circulated a white paper with numerous alternatives to the traditional bar exam. These scholars8

urged the state bars to forgo traditional methods in favor of a more open licensing system that
allows for the continued flow of trained advocates into the legal system. A shortage of lawyers in
the midst of a crisis would be devastating. A working paper addressing COVID-19’s
consequences for legal licensure summarizes the need for new attorneys in an average year:

In 2018, the most recent year for which we have data, 24,398 graduates of
ABA-accredited law schools took jobs that required bar admission. Almost half of
those jobs (48.6%) were with government (2,725); public-interest organizations
(1,812); firms of 1-10 lawyers (5,556); and firms of 11-25 lawyers (1,763).
Employers in these four categories rely heavily on new lawyers to meet client
needs.9

As scholars have noted, “we cannot afford to close the doors to the profession in these precarious
times.” The times are precarious indeed, requiring more and not fewer legal advocates.10

Residents across the state have already begun to experience the toll of COVID-19 in numerous
ways. For example, as of April 10, Pennsylvania has 22,833 confirmed cases and 507 deaths. A11

study projects that the virus will have killed more than 3,000 Pennsylvanians by August 1, 2020.
No one can project how many Pennsylvanians will lose their lives when the next likely wave12

of the virus strikes in the fall of 2020. Nor can anyone project if or when a third wave strikes.13 14

14 Alexi Cohan, Coronavirus Cases in the U.S. Likely To Resurge in the Fall, Bos. Herald (Mar. 25, 2020),
https://www.bostonherald.com/2020/03/25/coronavirus-in-u-s-likely-to-resurge-in-the-fall-virologist-predicts/.

13 Chris Riotta, Dr. Fauci Warns of Another Coronavirus Outbreak in the Fall. Here’s Why He says It Will Be “Very
Different,” Indep. (Apr. 1, 2020),
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/coronavirus-fall-outbreak-anthony-fauci-trump-covid-19-peak-
us-a9438311.html.

12 Marc Stier, Keystone Res. Ctr. & Pa. Budget & Pol’y Ctr., The Likely Impact of COVID-19 on Pennsylvania (Mar.
30, 2020),
https://www.krc-pbpc.org/research_publication/the-likely-impact-of-covid-19-on-pennsylvania/?fbclid=IwAR3GaA
NNXLWnLVqFgUFwhYu78mZs9iCVSIVvNartkm7VvX7pP5vVSG_ogvk.

11 COVID-19 Cases in Pennsylvania, Pa. Dep’t of Health,
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Cases.aspx. (last visited Apr. 12, 2020).

10 Id.

9 Id. at 2 (citing NALP, Class of 2018 National Summary Report,
https://www.nalp.org/uploads/NationalSummaryReport_Classof2018_FINAL.pdf).

8 See generally Claudia Angelos et al., The Bar Exam and the COVID-19 Pandemic: The Need for Immediate Action
(Ohio St. Univ., Moritz C. L., Ctr. for Interdisc. Law & Pol’y Stud., Legal Studies Working Paper Series No. 537,
Mar. 22, 2020), https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3559060.
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According to The Brookings Institution, small businesses are experiencing the brunt of
COVID-19. Individuals are losing their jobs and associated benefits at a rapid rate. Lost income15

and savings coupled with new expenses for child and elder care will especially hit the
working-class. More than 17 million Americans have applied for unemployment benefits during
the last four weeks. With a grave economic recession on the horizon, families will require the16 17

assistance of sensitive legal advocates to navigate this difficult time, including but not limited to
small business counsel and bankruptcy and consumer bankruptcy, health care matters, wills and
estates, and accessing public benefits. Further, Pennsylvania will need attorneys to ensure that
our state’s most essential workforce is not exploited. Farmworkers, medical personnel, frontline
service workers, and construction workers, among others, will need Pennsylvania attorneys to
safeguard fundamental employment rights and advocate for appropriate remedies when our
workforce experiences wage theft, discrimination, and unsafe work conditions.

Individuals and families across Pennsylvania will likewise require housing advocates. The
Pennsylvania Supreme Court has extended a moratorium on evictions until April 30. However,18

once the moratorium is lifted, thousands (if not hundreds of thousands) of families will be
promptly evicted unless they can provide an upfront payment of past due rent. There is a high
likelihood that many families will be unable to make such payments, considering a record 1.1
million Pennsylvanians filed for unemployment since COVID-19 shutdowns began, representing
1 out of 6 workers in the state. This will disproportionately impact working-class people with19

little to no disposable income or savings, communities of color, and other vulnerable groups.

19 Andrew Maykuth, One in Six Pennsylvania Workers Has Now Filed for Unemployment Since Coronavirus
Shutdowns Started, Phila. Inquirer (Apr. 6, 2020),
https://www.inquirer.com/jobs/pennsylvania-unemployment-claims-coronavirus-shutdown-impact-20200406.html.

18 Cynthia Fernandez & Gillian McGoldrick, Pennsylvania’s Highest Court Extends Eviction Moratorium as
Coronavirus Shutdowns Lead to Record Unemployment, Phila. Inquirer (Apr. 1, 2020),
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/spl/pennsylvania-coronavirus-evictions-moratorium-rent-tenants-2020
0401.html.

17 Ezra Klein, How the Covid-19 recession Could Become a Depression, Vox (Mar. 23, 2020),
https://www.vox.com/2020/3/23/21188900/coronavirus-stock-market-recession-depression-trump-jobs-unemployme
nt (quoting Mark Zandi, chief economist at Moody’s Analytics, as calling the economic landscape an “economic
tsunami”).

16 Heather Long & Andrew Van Dam, America Is in a Depression. The Challenge Now Is To Make It Short-lived.,
Wash. Post (Apr. 9, 2020, 7:07 p.m.),
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/04/09/66-million-americans-filed-unemployed-last-week-bringing-
pandemic-total-over-17-million/

15 Sifan Lu & Joseph Parilla, What the Great Recession Can Tell Us About the COVID-19 Small Business Crisis,
Brookings, (Mar. 25, 2020),
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2020/03/25/what-the-great-recession-can-tell-us-about-the-covid-19-sm
all-business-crisis/ (“Because small businesses have greater credit constraints and are more sensitive to weak
consumer demand, they are often hit the hardest in economic downturns. The COVID-19 recession is uniquely
damaging to them . . . .”).
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As COVID-19 continues to spread through detention centers, the need for attorneys to litigate
immigration cases promptly will become even more crucial. Pennsylvania alone detains over 900
immigrants who are facing civil immigration charges. In the midst of this pandemic, ICE20

enforcement officers and agents also remain committed to continue daily enforcement operations
to make criminal and civil arrests. Advocates are deeply concerned about the potential effects21

of COVID-19 on immigrants in detention, especially considering that two ICE facilities in
Pennsylvania have acknowledged positive COVID-19 tests among staff and detained individuals.
Legal advocates and scholars have long-recognized the backlog in immigration court, and this22

backlog will be even more burdensome on families and adjudicators alike as the COVID-19
crisis grows. Immigration judges recently noted that COVID-19 is heavily impacting their
caseload, pleading for guidance on how to act in the face of an unprecedented challenge. Like23

the criminal justice system, advocating for clients in detention is procedurally intensive—any
bottlenecks in the supply of newly licensed attorneys will denigrate the already limited
constitutional rights afforded to immigrant detainees.

Pennsylvania will also need public defenders and district attorneys to work together in
facilitating the continued adjudication of criminal cases. We need attorneys present at
arraignments, advocating on behalf of their clients at preliminary hearings, delivering pre-trial
motions, negotiating plea deals, and preparing for trials. Lawyers will be needed at the appellate
level too, to vindicate the rights of clients should any constitutional violations emerge. The Sixth
Amendment mandate is clear: every criminal defendant has the right to the assistance of counsel.
The Commonwealth must uphold this mandate, especially during these uncertain times, when
our most vulnerable populations are especially defenseless.24

2. The alternatives to the diploma privilege licensing scheme are detrimental to public
health at worst and inefficient at best.

24 Philadelphia jails alone “have a higher COVID-19 infection rate than New York City, Lombardy, Italy and Wuhan,
China.” COVID-19 in Philly’s Jails, Phila. Defender, https://www.philadefender.org/covid-philly-jails/ (last updated
Apr. 4, 2020). Furthermore, if the July bar exam is simply postponed, those entering public defense jobs may have to
practice even longer under the certified legal intern rule in Pennsylvania, placing further strain on supervisory
resources than is necessary and warranted. Recent graduates awaiting bar results and representing defendants in the
criminal system cannot practice in court without a supervisor present. See Pa.B.A.R 322,
https://www.pabarexam.org/bar_admission_rules/322.htm.

23 Cindy Carcamo et al., Coronavirus is Turning an Overloaded Immigration System into a ‘Tinderbox’, L.A. Times
(Mar. 18, 2020), https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-03-18/coronavirus-strains-immigration-system.

22 Immigration Court's Active Backlog Surpasses One Million, TRAC Immigration,
https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/reports/574/ (last updated Sept. 18, 2019).

21 Guidance on COVID-19, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, https://www.ice.gov/coronavirus (last
updated March 15, 2020).

20 Detention by the Numbers, Freedom for Immigrants, https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org/detention-statistics
(last visited Apr. 8, 2020).
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The scholars who authored the white paper referenced above noted that there are six potential
alternative licensing schemes for states to consider: (1) postponement; (2) online exams; (3)
exams administered to small groups; (4) emergency diploma privilege; (5) emergency-diploma
privilege-plus; and (6) supervised practice. They came to the conclusion that the first three25

options were likely to fail. Despite these recommendations, six states have now decided to
postpone the July 2020 bar exam. We understand that Pennsylvania may want to follow in the26

footsteps of neighbors New York and New Jersey in choosing to postpone the July exam.
However, this would be a grave public health mistake. As public health professionals and
officials have noted, COVID-19 infections (like other outbreaks) will have a progression that
consists of second and potentially third waves. Given that vaccinations and preventative27

medical therapies will not open to the market for at least a year, the potential for another
outbreak is simply a matter of time. A shortsighted decision to merely postpone the July exam, if
met with the high probability of subsequent outbreak and a resulting further postponement, will
jeopardize public health and deprive Pennsylvanians of crucial legal assistance in the months
ahead.

Pennsylvania holds the bar exam in massive venues, such as the Pennsylvania Convention
Center, David L. Lawrence Convention Center, and Pennsylvania Farm Show Complex & Expo
Center. These venues can and typically do accommodate hundreds of test takers at once. Yet, on
March 16, 2020, President Donald Trump issued guidance discouraging gatherings of 10 or more
people. Insisting that students sit for a bar exam before adequate testing regimes, knowledge28

about the possibility of reinfection, and a vaccination is developed, even if there are no longer
legal stay at home orders, places test takers and the public in significant danger and is contrary to
all public health recommendations. Indeed, this approach, while offering “some initial appeal . . .
is very likely to fail” because of the nature of outbreak resurgences.29

The only reasonable solution for these unprecedented times is the extension of diploma privilege
for the class of 2020 and recent graduates. Diploma privilege, while unique, is not unheard of.
Wisconsin has a long history of diploma privilege. Given the cyclical nature of COVID-19, and30

the likely resurgence in the fall, any postponement will likely result in a subsequent31

31 Cohan, supra note 14.
30 Wis. Sup. Ct. R. 40.03.
29 See supra note 3, at 3.

28 Knvul Sheikh, No More than 10 People in One Place, Trump Said. But Why?, N.Y. Times (Mar. 16, 2020),
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/16/health/coronavirus-social-distancing-crowd-size.html.

27 Kiesha Prem & et al., The Effect of Control Strategies To Reduce Social Mixing on Outcomes of the COVID-19
Epidemic in Wuhan, China: A Modelling Study, Lancet (Mar. 25, 2020),
https://www.thelancet.com/action/showPdf?pii=S2468-2667%2820%2930073-6.

26 See supra note 5.
25 Angelos et al., supra note 8.
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postponement, which presents an unnecessary and harmful amount of uncertainty for law
clients, law school graduates, employers, and the state budget and economy.

3. Law students will be adversely impacted by a failure to adopt diploma privilege.

First and foremost, diploma privilege will allow the legal community to meet the needs of clients
and the legal system. Postponement cannot and will not meet these needs. However, diploma
privilege will also address the valid concerns and worries of law students throughout the nation
who seek to practice in Pennsylvania.

Put simply, postponement risks the physical health of law students and test administrators. It is
unclear when COVID-19 will subside, and, as mentioned above, there is research to suggest
COVID-19 will come in waves. Postponement still calls for students to sit in large groups for
two days, placing them at completely undue risk for COVID-19. Further, those students who are
immunocompromised, or live with friends and family members at an increased risk, will be at a
disproportionate risk of infection. Many students will feel uncomfortable exposing themselves to
potential illness, and some may choose to forego the exam completely out of a precaution for
themselves and their loved ones. The question is not whether a postponed exam will lead to
further infections but rather how many.

Postponement also opens the door for an incredible number of questions for law students and
employers. Many law students arranged to begin working with employers starting late Summer
or Fall 2020. If the Pennsylvania bar exam were to be postponed, it is unclear if students will
begin working, as planned. Will employers force students to defer the start of their employment
to a later date? Job deferment was an unfortunate reality for students in the midst of the 2009
economic downturn. Deferment would have a particularly devastating impact on LL.M students,
whose immigration status may be affected as many jobs are contingent on Bar passage. For many
international LL.M students returning to their home countries, employers require Bar admission
to provide cross-jurisdictional legal services and it is unlikely they will wait for LL.M students to
study and complete the Bar exam at a later date.

It is unclear how students with limited means will financially support themselves, and their
families, if their employment starts at a later date. For all, it is unclear if students will be
expected to begin making payments on their student loans at the six month mark after
graduation. For employers who have the resources to still hire students on-schedule, many job
start-dates begin as early as August 2020. Further, it is burdensome and inequitable to ask every
graduate of the class of 2020 to study for the bar exam while many will be working to support
themselves and their families. In those years not plagued by a pandemic and economic downturn,
many students dedicated 2-3 months to studying for the exam, full-time. While we recognize that
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law students are very capable, and that some law students work full-time while attending school
or studying for the bar exam, it would be far too inequitable to force so many students into that
situation now during this pandemic. Especially among those sectors with high caseloads and long
hours, the idea of studying for the exam while working full-time may be a nonstarter.

Lastly, we cannot discount the toll COVID-19 has had on the mental health of law students
across the country. Students are suffering educational, familial, and financial disruptions. Many
students have been suddenly required to leave their school campuses, forcing them to scramble
for housing. Many have lost full- or part-time jobs to support themselves and their families.32

Still others have been directly infected with COVID-19, or are caring for those infected or
at-risk. Now, law students must grapple with the reality that they may become lawyers much
later than anticipated, impacting life and employment plans.

In the midst of sudden chaos, law students are still expected to complete their graduation
requirements, including attending virtual class. It is no secret that the legal profession has a
mental health crisis, with close to a third of lawyers reporting depression and two-thirds
reporting anxiety. These data will only look increasingly grim post-pandemic. Diploma33

privilege is the humane alternative to postponement and, in light of current circumstances that
evolve daily and are impossible to predict, is the only route that can offer clarity and certainty to
the Bar. Furthermore, action to maintain the bar exam by allowing class of 2020 graduates to
practice under licensed attorneys until they take a bar exam does not go far enough to address the
realities of this pandemic and the inequities COVID-19 is producing for students and society.34

4. The Pennsylvania Bar Association’s COVID-19 Task Force initially cautioned
against administering or postponing the July bar exam.

The Pennsylvania Bar Association's (PBA) COVID-19 Task Force issued a now-modified
recommendation that the Board of Law Examiners cancel the July 2020 bar exam and instead
permit graduating applicants to obtain a provisional license. The PBA convened the COVID-1935

Task Force specifically to provide expert opinions on how to adequately respond to the “issues

35 Pa. Bar Assoc. COVID-19 Task Force, Recommendation and Report (Apr. 7, 2020) (on file with Law Students for
Equitable Responses to COVID-19).

34 Tennessee, Indiana, and Arizona have extended supervised practice rules for class of 2020 graduates in
recognition that their July 2020 bar exam may need to be postponed. New Jersey has also extended supervised
practice for graduates until their postponed bar exam in the fall of 2020. See supra note 5.

33 Lizzy McLellan, Lawyers Reveal True Depth of Mental Health Struggles, Law (Feb. 19, 2020),
https://www.law.com/2020/02/19/lawyers-reveal-true-depth-of-the-mental-health-struggles/.

32 Abigail Hess, Harvard Gives Students 5 days To Evacuate Dorms over Coronavirus Fears--Here’s What Students
Have To Say, CNBC (Mar. 10, 2020),
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/10/harvard-gives-students-5-days-to-evacuate-dorms-over-coronavirus-fears.html.
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facing the practice of law during the COVID-19 pandemic.” The Task Force explicitly36

acknowledged that its recommendation “shares characteristics with diploma privileges.”37

Although this proposal differed from ours in certain respects, it shared our common
message—namely, that a sensible solution to the COVID-19 pandemic must involve the
cancelation of the July 2020 bar exam:

● No one knows when the current public health crisis will end, which means that it is
incredibly difficult, if not impossible, to predict when the bar exam could safely be
administered;38

● Postponing the bar exam would “delay[] graduated students, facing enormous educational
debt, from earning and living,” and would preclude them “from taking vital positions in
our profession and penalized for conditions beyond their control”; and39

● Pennsylvanians, especially “indigent members of our society,” will lose access to legal
services “at a time when legal services are already stressed beyond capacity.”40

The COVID-19 Task Force’s report and recommendation “was modified, following presentation
to and receiving input from the PBA Board of Governors to reflect that the PBA recognizes
provisional licensure as an innovative and effective approach not only to helping 2020 Bar
Examination applicants but also those in our society who will desperately be in need of legal
services at a critical time, subject to Supreme Court requirements while awaiting a safely
rescheduled Bar Examination.”41

However, the COVID-19 Task Force’s initial report and the PBA’s modified report offered the
same exact reasons to support two divergent recommendations. In fact, the language quoted42

above, taken from the COVID-19 Task Force’s initial report, appears verbatim in the PBA’s final
report and recommendation. For all intents and purposes, the modification to the COVID-1943

Task Force’s initial report and recommendation reflects the deeply held belief in the legal
profession that the bar examination is necessary to ensure that only those competent to practice
law are admitted to the Bar.

43 Letter from Anne John, Pres. Pa. Bar Ass’n, to David R. Fine, Chairman, Pa. Board of Law Exam’rs (Apr. 9,
2020).

42 Compare Pa. Bar Assoc. COVID-19 Task Force, Recommendation and Report (Apr. 7, 2020) (on file), with Letter
from Anne John, Pres. Pa. Bar Ass’n, to David R. Fine, Chairman, Pa. Board of Law Exam’rs (Apr. 9, 2020) (on
file).

41 Email from Michael B. Jones, Co-Chair, PBA COVID-19 Task Force, to Dominique Montoya, Temple University,
Beasley School of Law, Class of 2020 (Apr. 16, 2020) (on file with recipients).

40 Id. Just like that of the PBA’s COVID-19 Task-Force, our recommendation would “put Pennsylvanians in a
position to be ready to confront these issues in ways it currently is not.” Id.

39 Id.
38 Id.
37 Id.
36 Id.
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The bar exam is widely touted as the most efficient, albeit “imperfect,” measure of an44

applicant’s minimum competency practice law. In extraordinary times such as these, when the
Commonwealth faces an unprecedented global health crisis that has disrupted every aspect of
human life, that the bar exam is an imperfect measure of minimum competency should be
enough reason to cancel the bar examination and, at the very least, implement a policy of
provisional licensure that does not require graduating applicants to sit for the exam at a later
indeterminable date.

We understand that the Pennsylvania Bar must remain committed to the integrity of the legal
profession and to ensuring that Pennsylvanians receive the quality of representation to which
they are entitled. We are not asking that the Board set a precedent for disposing of the bar exam.
We are only asking that the Board, for the sake of your future colleagues and vulnerable
Pennsylvanians, fully consider the urgency of our plight in light of the immediate crisis brought
on by COVID-19.

******
For the aforementioned reasons, we the undersigned request that the Pennsylvania Board of Law
Examiners and the Supreme Court of this Commonwealth recognize the imminent need for legal
advocates in the very near future, and take the most humane, public-health conscious, and ethical
approach by enacting a diploma privilege licensing scheme for recent graduates and the class of
2020 seeking admission to the PA Bar.

We implore Pennsylvania to display leadership during these trying, unprecedented times by
paving the way for the timely provision of desperately needed legal services. Just as our
colleagues in medical schools have been called upon to join the front lines fighting COVID-19,45

so too are attorneys needed to fight for the rights of individuals most affected by this pandemic.
Indeed, the COVID-19 pandemic has and will continue to exacerbate existing disparities in
society, including those in the access to legal services. Now, more than ever, Pennsylvania must
reaffirm its commitment to securing equal justice under the law and allow recent graduates to
join the front lines to ensure that COVID-19 does not render these disparities insurmountable.

In solidarity with the communities we serve,

45 Emma Goldberg, Early Graduation Could Send Medical Students to Virus Front Lines, N.Y. Times (Mar. 26,
2020), https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/health/coronavirus-medical-students-graduation.html.

44 SeeMaria Dinezo, California Inches Toward Lowering Bar-Exam Standards, Courthouse News Serv. (July 31,
2017), https://www.courthousenews.com/california-inches-toward-lowering-bar-exam-standards/; Lauren P.
Duncan, Setting the Bar for Law Schools: A National Debate, Chi. Daily L. Bull.,
https://www.chicagolawbulletin.com/law-day/2017/ld17_lawschools_debate (last updated May 1, 2017, 10:08 AM).
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Follow This Link To Sign the Petition:https://forms.gle/XWBKxTF3cSXscsFKA

Graduating Applicants

Abigail Bryman, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Abigail de Uriarte, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Adam Farraye, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Alan Kaplan, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Alex A., Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Alex Hamilton, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Alexander Garcia, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Alexander Miller, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Alexander N. Palmer, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Alexandra Bigelow, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Alexandra Rice, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Alexandra Robinson, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Alexandra Woods, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Alexia L. Cain, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Alina Lewandowski, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Alisa L. Petersen, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Allison Grady, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Allison Rebecca White, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Amanda Huff, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Amber McCloskey, Appalachian School of Law, JD
Ana Anvari, Pennsylvania State Dickinson, School of Law, JD
Anastasia Shubert-Baranowski, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Andrea C. Rumsey, Widener University, Commonwealth Law School, JD
Andrea Smith, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Andrew Marco Belack, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Andrew Bell, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Andrew R. Ford, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Andrew Segedin, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Andrew Shesko, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Andrew Matthew Weiss, Rutgers Law School, JD
Angela Tate, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Angus Knowles, The University of New Hampshire School of Law, JD
Ani N. Hatza, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
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Anja VonSchondorf Gleicher, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Anna Hinchman, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Anne Marie Bingaman, Pennsylvania Dickinson School of Law, JD
Annette Dohanics, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Annie Elizabeth Fox, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Anthony Francis Godshall, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Arthur Rowell, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Ashley Javitz, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Ashley Pipari, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Ashley Rundell, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Bailey Kraus, University of Massachusetts School of Law, JD
Berk V. Demiral, Pennsylvania Dickinson School of Law, JD
Bianca Nalaschi, Pennsylvania Dickinson School of Law, JD
Brandon VanTine, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Brian Blomain, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Brian Honness, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Brianna Vollmer, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Bridget K. Mead, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Brigid Eileen O’Hara, Elisabeth Haub School of Law at Pace University, JD
Brittney Czerniakowski, Widener University, Commonwealth Law School, JD
Brittney Frederick, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Brittney Zeller, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Caitlyn Tallarico, Widener University, Commonwealth Law School, JD
Carmela Ciliberti, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Carrie Garrison, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Catherine Cuff, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Catherine Houseman, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Catherine V. Butchy, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Chanelle Jones, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Charlotte Damico, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Chelsea D. Bashi, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Chelsea L. Hollenstein, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Chloe Boudazin, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Christian M. Wolgemuth, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Christopher B. Alexander, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Claire Shook, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Cody Isdaner, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Colin King, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Collin Sheehan, Rutgers Law School, JD
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Conor Wigginton, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Corinne Zucker, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Cory Dillinger, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Craig Love, Widener University, Commonwealth Law School, JD
Cydnea Shearlds, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Cykira Walton, Widener University, Commonwealth Law School, JD
Daniel Blabolil, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Daniel Flack, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Daniel Golan, Penn State Law, JD
Daniel O. Linares-Herrador, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Daniel Patrick Dohony, Jr., Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Danielle Catalan, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Danielle McNabb, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
David Dautrich, Jr., Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
David Gritz, Mitchell Hamline School of Law, JD
David Gross, Cornell Law School, JD
David K. Eapen, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
David Martin, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Dean Avgerinos, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Demetrius M. Pavlo, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Derek J. Demeri, Jr., Rutgers Law School, JD
Derrick L. Maultsby Jr., Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Dolly Prabhu, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Dominic Fiore, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Dominique Montoya, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Dylan Cochran, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Elaine Preli, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Elizabeth L. Hitt, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Elisabeth M. Keating, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Elizabeth O’Connell, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Elizabeth Rosenblatt, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Ellyn Jameson, University of Pennsylvania Law School, JD
Emily Duffy, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Eric McLaughlin, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Erik Taskin, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Erin Hohol, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Erin McCarthy Holliday, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Erin VanBuskirk, Northeastern University School of Law, JD
Essence Kimes, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
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Eugene Setar, Jr., Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
George Dylan Apessos, University of Pittsburgh, School of Law, JD
Grace Harris, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Grace Waweru, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Gregory R. Archibald, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Gregory Bailey, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Gregory Ferroni, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Gregory B. McIntosh, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Henry Longley, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Ian L. Courts, North Carolina Central University School of Law, JD
Jack Hensler, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Jacob Cline, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Jacob Deane, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Jacob Diviney, Ohio Northern University, JD
Jacqueline DiColo, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Jake Etteine, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Jake Novelli, Rutgers Law School (Camden), JD
Jake Shaprio, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Jamie L. Cook, Widener University, Commonwealth Law School, JD
James B. Campese, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
James Kelly, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
James Mangiaracina, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Jane Iheukwumere, Rutgers Law School (Camden), JD
Jediah Grobstein, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Jennifer Macdonald, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Jessica D. Liu, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Jessica McDermott, Penn State Law, JD
Jill C. Gorman, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Joe Petrone, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
John Byrnes, Penn State Law, JD
John G. Carroll, JD
John Rudolph Schatz, University of Pennsylvania, Carey School of Law, JD
John Alexander Short, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Jonathon Lee Krisko, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Joseph N. Persichetti, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Joseph Russomanno, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Joseph Scopelitis, New York University School of Law, JD
Joseph Stead, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Joshua Dean, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD

15



Julia Wilkins, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Julie Bessler, Georgetown University Law Center, JD
Julie Tamerler, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Julian N. Weiss, University of Pennsylvania Law School, JD
Justin White, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Kahn Wiedis, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Karli Study, Widener University, Commonwealth Law School, JD
Katherine Orr, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Katherine M. Prudente, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Kathryn Ott, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Katrina Harrison, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Kaylyn Wernitznig, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Kevin Fernandez, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Kimberly Kaelin, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Krista Stefkovic, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Kristy Schultz, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Krystal Charity, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Kyle Braun, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Kyle R. Brady, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Kylee Clark, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Laura Cottington, Case Western University School of Law, JD
Laura Krajewski, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Lauren Beck, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Layal Issa, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Leah Holbrook, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Leah L. Langhans, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Letitia Santarelli, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Lily Austin, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Lindsay A. Burrill, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Lisa Riley, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Luis Melendez, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Madeline Napierkowski, Widener University, Delaware School of Law, JD
Madison Hart, Widener University, Commonwealth Law School, JD
Malik A. Bates, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Margaret Corcoran, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Margaret King, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Margo Marie DeGenova, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Mariam Khoudari, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Marianne Aguilar, American University, Washington College of Law, JD
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Mark Cerroni, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Mark Nakahara, University of Pennsylvania Law School, JD
Marisabel Caridad Alonso, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Marrissa Levin, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Martie Campbell Baggett, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Mary Connors, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Mary Beth Kuznik, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Mary Nicholas, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Matthew Ciaramella, Case Western Reserve University School of Law, JD
Mathew Gomez, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Matthew Eisnberg, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Max Miller, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Meagan Leigh Hart, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Meagan Kelly, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Meaghan Victoria Geatens, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Megan McKim, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Melissa Goldberg, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Melissa Malik, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Michael Farrington, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Michael Haddad, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Michael Moore, Washington University (St. Louis), JD
Michael Sylvester, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Michelle Tabach, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Molly K. O’Neil, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Nadijah Campbell, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Naomi Centrella, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Nasim Mirza (aka Audrey Rose Melli), Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Natalia Ruggiero, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Nathan Larkin, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Neil Isler, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Nicholas Audi, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Nicholas Bencsics, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Nicholas Guth, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Nicholas A. Stobbe, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Nicole Coons, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Nikia Clark, Rutgers Law School, JD
Nikki Hatza, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Nina A. Kalandadze, University of Pennsylvania Law School, JD
Olivia Hester, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
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Parker Nelson, University of Michigan, JD
Paul Carrion, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Peter Campana Lovecchio, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Phillip D. Wolfe, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Pretty Martinez, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Prince Yakubu, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Rachael D. Boseman, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Rachel Goodman, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Rebecca Krieg, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Rebeca H. Miller, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Renel Datulma, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Ricardo Abend Van Dalen, Georgetown University Law Center, JD
Ricki Abrams, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Ricky Schneider, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Riley Jones, New York University School of Law, JD
Robert Ball, Jr., University of Massachusetts School of Law, JD
Robert Gavin, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Robert Jennings Tritschler, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Robert Lowmaster, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Robert Suite, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Robert Varano, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Roe Arnott Granger, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Ryan Aloysius Smith, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Ryan P. Saylor, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Samantha L. Newell, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Samantha Nicole Boylan, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Samuel E. Hudson, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Samuel E. Manning, III, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Samuel C. Nolan, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Sara Duryea, Widener University, Commonwealth Law School, JD
Sara Steimer, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Sarah Boutros, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Scot Berman, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Sean P. Bacon, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Serena S. Gopal, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Shannon M. Rafsol, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Sheily M. Virella, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, LLM
Siana Flores, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Sima Lotfi, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
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Simone Washington, Mitchell Hamline School of Law, JD
Sophia Waldstein, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Stacey Anderson, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Stephanie Iapalucci, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Stephanie Moore, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Stephen Anella, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Steven Normington, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Stuart Lambert, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Taaj Amin, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Tara Giarratano, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Taylor Mosley, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Tiffany Yeung, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Tyler Brooks, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Tyler Glass, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Tyler Siminski, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Vanessa Huber, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Victor Ogbuehi, Widener University, Law School, JD
Victoria Carroll, Quinnipiac University School of Law, JD
Victoria Martin, Widener University, Commonwealth Law School, JD
Victoria Visbisky, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
William Burke, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
William Dombrowski, Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
William T. Fagan, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Xavier O’Connor, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Yashar Alizadeh, Mitchell Hamline School of Law, JD
Zarah Trinh, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD

Law Professors

Amelia H. Boss, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law
Brian Zuckerman, University of Pennsylvania Law School
Clare Keefe Coleman, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law
David S. Cohen, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law
Ellie Margolis, Temple University, Beasley School of Law
Emile Loza de Siles, Duquesne University School of Law
Jay Hornack, University of Pittsburgh School of Law
Jeffrey A. Dodge, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law
Jennifer J. Lee, Temple University, Beasley School of Law
Larry A. Silverman, Esq., University of Pittsburgh School of Law

19



Louis Natali, Prof. Emeritus, Temple University, Beasley School of Law
Michelle Vollmer, Penn State Law
Nathan M. Schenker, Widener University School of Law
Nicole Cross, University of Pennsylvania Law School
Rachel Herder, Penn State Law
Richard Settgast Esq., Penn State Law
Ruth Anne Robbins, Distinguished Clinical Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School
Sara Jacobson, Temple University, Beasley School of Law
Sarah Katz, Temple University, Beasley School of Law
Seth C. Oranburg, Duquesne University School of Law
Shanda Sibley, Temple University, Beasley School of Law
Sheila Velez Martinez, University of Pittsburgh School of Law
Susan DeJarnatt, Temple University, Beasley School of Law
Susan Frietsche, University of Pittsburgh School of Law
Tomar Pierson-Brown, University of Pittsburgh School of Law
Tiffany N. Jeffers, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law
Wilson Huhn, Duquesne University School of Law
Yolanda Ingram

Law Practitioners

Alexander Frazer, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Andrew Christy, ACLU of Pennsylvania
Andrew J. Primerano, University of Maryland, School of Law, JD
Angela Campana Lovecchio, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Anna M. Durbin, Yale Law School, JD
Anne Saunder, Antioch School of Law, JD
Arthur Thomas Donato, Jr., The Delaware Law School, JD
Benjamin J. Wash, Esq.
Brandon DeShields, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Brian T. Newman, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Cameron Redfern, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Carl Geoffrey Roberts, University of Pennsylvania Law School, JD
Carrie Allman, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Catherine L. Appel, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Catherine M. Contino, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Catherine Twigg, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Charles W. Camphell, JD
Charlotte Berschback, Georgetown University Law Center, JD
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Chris Lin, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Christine K. Castro, Roger Williams University School of Law, JD
Dana E. Greenspan, Esq.
Daniel P. Bergmann, Emory University, JD
Daniel Jeck, JD
Daniel Moraglia, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Daniel J. Sherry, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
David J. Brooman, Esq., Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
David P. Chervenick, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
David Crowley, Ohio Northern University, JD
David Magagna, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
David B. Mischak, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
David Romano, Dickinson School of Law, JD
David Patrick Rovner, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Donald T. Dulac, Jr., Esq. University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Edward Stevenson, Jr., JD
Ellen C. Brotman, Esq., Albany Law School, JD
Erin P. Boyle, Esq., Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Francis Miller, Esquire
Francis P. Rayer, Widener University, School of Law, JD
Gary Philip Nelson, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Grant Bloomdahl, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Guy Pennypacker Marinari, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Hayden Nelson-Major, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Heather J. Mattes, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Heather Smillie, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Hubert X. Gilroy, Pennsylvania State Dickinson School of Law, JD
Jaclyn M. Belczyk, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
James W. Kraus, Dickinson School of Law, JD
James J. Pierson, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Jasper Katz, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Jennifer Herman, University of Minnesota Law School, JD
Jennifer Wallner Saltzman, CUNY School of Law, JD
Jillian Eisner, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
John A. Fielding, III, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
John I. McMahon, Jr., Widener Law School, JD
Jonathan Blum, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Jonathan Vipond, III, University of Pennsylvania Law School, JD
Joseph Console, Rutgers School of Law (Camden), JD
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Josie B. H. Pickens, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Joshua M. Baker, Esq. Rutgers Law School (Camden), JD
Julia Zebley, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Justin D. Hollinger, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Katherine Ernst, Loyola University New Orleans School of Law, JD
Katherine M. Palladino, Esq., Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Kathleen M. O’Connell, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Kimon C. Hatza, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Kimya Forouzan, M.P.H., Esquire, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Kirk L. Wolgemuth, Esq.
Kris Henderson, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Kyle Edward Linardo, University of Richmond, JD
Laura R. Smith, University of California Berkeley School of Law, JD
Lauren M. Zitsch, Esq., William & Mary Law School, JD
Laurence Berman, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Laurene A. Gunther, New York University School of Law, JD
Leanne Lane Coyle, Esq., Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Lee Awbrey, Esq., University of California Berkeley School of Law, JD
Lee Begelman, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Leonard G. Villari, Esquire, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Lydia E. Ellsworth, Esq., Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
M. Zane Johnson, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Mariellen Bello, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Margaret Zhang, University of Pennsylvania Law School, JD
Marni Jo Snyder, Esq., Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Mary Coyne Pugh, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Mary Catherine Roper, University of Pennsylvania Law School, JD
MaryJean Glick, University of Pennsylvania Law School, JD
Matthew Sherman Hagarty, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Mel D. Kardos, University of Baltimore, JD
Michael A. Bloom, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Michael Butera, Esq.
Michael P. Creedon, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Michael P. Malloy, Boston College Law School, JD
Michael G. Cullen, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Michael J. Engle, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Michael Eisenberg, JD
Michaela Cronin, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Morgan Black-Smith, University of Pennsylvania Law School, JD
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Neal G. Wiley, Esquire, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Nikki Grant, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Omar Naseem Khawaja, University of Texas School of Law, JD
Omeed Firouzi, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Patricia Cummings, University of Houston Law Center, JD
Patrick A. Casey, Creighton University, JD
Patrick J. McMenamin, Jr., Widener University, Delaware Law School, JD
Pernell Jackson, American University, Washington College of Law, JD
Peter Thomas Campana, University of Missouri, JD
Peter Hyndman, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Peter E. Kratsa, Esq., Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Peter L. Lejeune, Esq. Washington University School of Law, JD
Peter Valle, JD
Rafael Uribe, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Raymond Davis, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Richard J. Mennies, JD
Richard A. Simon, Esq. Vermont Law School, JD
Richard Tarantine, University of Houston, JD
Robert Baranowski, Seton Hall Law School, JD
Robert P. Coury, Jr., Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Robert J. O’Hara, III, University of Dayton, JD
Ronald Greenblatt, Rutgers Law School (Camden), JD
Ryan A. Salem, Penn State Law, JD
Sandy Feliz, Widener University, Commonwealth Law School, JD
Sara Rose, Georgetown University Law Center, JD
Sarah Webster, Esq. New England School of Law, JD
Sasha Shaprio, Harvard Law School, JD
Seamus Duffy, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Shelley R. Smith, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Stephen Vlossak SR, JD
Steve Masters, Boston University School of Law, JD
Sheryl Santerian, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Stanley P. Jaskiewicz, University of Michigan Law School, JD
Stanley A. Pelli, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Stephen W. Ries, JD
Steven J. Hartz, University of Oxford, B.A. Jurisprudence
Stewart Eisenberg, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Taylor P. Andrews, Esq.
Taylor Festa, University of North Carolina, JD
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Thomas Jerome Ward, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Timothy J. Hartigan, Rutgers Law School (Camden), JD
Toni McMasters-Moran, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Virginia Halden, Stanford Law, JD
Wana Saadzoi, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Wilfred T. Beaye, Jr., Harvard Law School, JD
William E. Benner, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
William A. Rubert, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Zachary L. Barnett, Esq., Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD

Other Signators

Allison Curilla, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Anna Pelligra, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Antonia Diener, Harvard Law School, JD
Claudia S. Williams, DePaul University, School of Law, JD
Brittany R. Steane, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Caroline Driscoll, University of Denver, Sturm College of Law, JD
Emily M. Croucher, University of California, Irvine School of Law, JD
Jeffrey Stiles, University of Virginia, JD
Jennifer Doumas, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Jonathan Veres, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Joshua Lachewitz, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Julia B., George Washington University School of Law, JD
Kallie Crawford, Duquesne University, JD
Keegan Boyle, University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD
Kelsey Gross, Duquesne University School of Law, JD
Maggie T., Ohio Northern University, JD
Mary O’Rourke, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Matthew A. Horton, Vanderbilt University School of Law, JD
Nancy Fisher, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Natalie Orsimarsi, JD
Pilar Margarita Hernández Escontrías, University of California, Irvine School of Law, JD
Rebecca Blazquez, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
Sara Kulp, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Sean Fahy, Drexel University, Thomas R. Kline School of Law, JD
Tace van Zoete Galea, Villanova University, Charles Widger School of Law, JD
Zoe Cunningham-Cook, Temple University, Beasley School of Law, JD
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cc: Governor Tom Wolf, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
The Honorable Thomas G. Saylor, Chief Justice, Pennsylvania Supreme Court
The Honorable Max Baer, Justice, Pennsylvania Supreme Court
The Honorable Christine Donahue, Justice, Pennsylvania Supreme Court
The Honorable Kevin M. Dougherty, Associate Justice, Pennsylvania Supreme Court
The Honorable Sallie Updyke Mundy, Justice, Pennsylvania Supreme Court
The Honorable Debra McCloskey Todd, Justice, Pennsylvania Supreme Court
The Honorable David N. Wecht, Justice, Pennsylvania Supreme Court
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