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I began my teaching career as a fourth grade teacher, and, like many elementary teachers, station rotation was 

a part of my daily instruction. My readers’ workshop block often began with read-aloud or shared reading and 

then evolved into rotating guided reading groups while other students independently practiced their reading, 

writing, and language skills. However, when I moved into teaching middle and high school English, I noticed 

that some of my colleagues were hesitant to use stations with older students and preferred a whole group 

approach.  

 

Although it can seem daunting, stations can be highly effective in the secondary English classroom! A major 

benefit of this teaching model is that teachers can hear thinking from all students, especially those who tend 

to be quieter in whole group settings. This past fall, I used a station rotation model with both honors and merit 

ninth grade students with great success. 

 

A challenge in implementing stations with my English 9 honors class was that the class was large (35 students) 

and there was only one of me. I ended up creating six stations so I could meet with a small enough group of 

students where I felt like I could hear their individual ideas. Each station was 15 minutes long and we 

completed the rotation over two class days (four stations the first day and two the second).  

 

We completed this rotation at the beginning of October as students were practicing skills for their first 

benchmark, preparing for their second novel, 12 Angry Men, and practicing their weekly grammar. Station 1 

was a teacher-led station in which we determined the theme of a short poem together using a strategy I had 

taught them in a whole-group mini-lesson. Station 2 had students practicing that same skill collaboratively in a 

small group with a short story. Stations 3 and 4 were prepwork for their upcoming novel on paper, and stations 

5 and 6 were grammar practice on Schoology. Students outside of the teacher-led station could not ask me 

questions while I was meeting with my group, but I was able to complete a quick walk-about near the end of 

each round in order to answer any questions students might have. They also had extra time on the second day 

to complete any work they did not finish during their allotted fifteen minutes. 



​

 

 

My English 9 merit class had different challenges and goals for their station rotation. This class had fewer 

students than my honors class (about 30) and I also had a co-teacher and SEIA. Unlike the station rotation for 

my honors class, all of these stations were focused on our class novel, The Hunger Games. Station 1 was a 

teacher-led station focusing on character traits and station 2 was another teacher-led station focusing on 

theme development. Stations 3 and 4 were independent stations where students studied their vocabulary 

words virtually and read the next assigned section of The Hunger Games. I asked my SEIA to circulate around 

the room to make sure students were on task while my co-teacher and I led stations 1 and 2.  

​

 

 



Both the students and I enjoyed the stations. As I mentioned above, I felt like I was able to hear from every 

student rather than just from those who volunteered often. In teacher-led groups, I was able to tailor 

instruction more specifically to student needs: for those who struggled, I could provide support, and for those 

who demonstrated mastery, I could challenge with probing questions. I was also able to notice which students 

struggled with theme development so I could follow up with them before we took our benchmark. 

 

 

 

Along the way, I learned some tips for making stations go smoothly. First, it is helpful to review the station 

directions before beginning stations. I include the directions in my daily slides, and I also print them out (using 

a color printer, if possible!) so they are available for students to review at their station. Second, including icons, 

such as a book or chromebook, can help students know how to complete their task. Third, providing a mix of 

independent, collaborative, tech, and no-tech stations keeps students interested, especially if there are 

stations that must be completed over multiple days. Finally, letting students know what they can do if they 

finish early can reduce off-task behavior around the room. 

 

I hope you feel encouraged to try station rotation in your classroom, especially if you are a secondary teacher! 

Feel free to use these templates for a 4 station rotation or a 6 station rotation. Happy planning! 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18vnvqwNlZ9M0NbYiqDqtaBi5RWpOC3xKXIxiOtXUqFY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gptD1Do93mY5ARrBXqWU-keEHoy6DByzhYdpPoE47D4/edit?usp=sharing

