“Love Never Felt So Good” / "Don't Matter to Me" / "I Never Heard" (Later Titled "This Is It")
Date range assessed by the fact that by the time Michael and Paul Anka finished up the
“two-week collaborative sessions at Anka’s home... The Jacksons had just recorded the

Triumph album and they were in the midst of releasing it”, and that occured in summer 1980

(Damien Shield’s “Xscape Origins”)

Paul Ank -writer, “2010 Vifa del Mar International Song Festival” (February 22. 2010
(archived)

Many years ago a young man came to my home. He was 21 years old and he said he wanted to
write songs with me. We spent many weeks together in my studio writing, preparing for the
album, but unfortunately we never got to do the project.

Recently this man died very tragically. They went to his home and they found this song in his
drawer and they thought it was a new song and they got very excited and released it as part of a
film. But they found out very quickly it was not a new song but one that | wrote with him many
years ago. We didn't have any legal problems because in respect of him, | wanted things to be
smooth, so | gave them permission to go ahead with the song that we wrote together. His name
was Michael Jackson and this is it.

“The Globe and Mail” (May 28, 2014) (archived)

"I've had a long journey with that song," Anka told The Globe last week. "It's certainly a
commentary on good material. It's from a period where Michael was really in his zone."

..."His genius was that he had a very strong and passionate love for what he was doing and
knowing himself. You could put a drum and a piano and maybe a bass with all those sounds he
makes and his whole wherewithal with himself, and what he was capable of doing was
remarkable."

..."He was very unusual in the way he approached a song," Anka said of the King of Pop. "I'd
have to sell him on some chords, and convince him that it could be different or better. Then,
once he got in the loop with me, he contributed, but not in an aggressive way. He was a very
mild-mannered and shy human being."



http://www.contactmusic.net/paul-anka/news/anka-honours-jackson-with-this-is-it_1133590
https://web.archive.org/web/20200402200121/http://www.contactmusic.net/paul-anka/news/anka-honours-jackson-with-this-is-it_1133590
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/music/paul-ankas-newest-single-features-duet-with-michael-jackson/article18892638/
https://web.archive.org/web/20190226154622/https://www.theglobeandmail.com/arts/music/paul-ankas-newest-single-features-duet-with-michael-jackson/article18892638/

