
Write narratives for each of them and apply the characterisation formula outlined in last 

week’s slides 

●​ A soldier must decide between risking his life to save his best friend or staying 

put and saving himself.  

●​ A young girl must choose between following her parents’ dreams for her or 

pursuing her own dreams  

●​ A scientist must choose between using his new invention to help the world or 

using it to create wealth and power. 

 

 

 

1. Bound by Duty: A Soldier's Sacrifice 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert Michels and Major Alexander Kenasnikov were more than just 

comrades; they were brothers in arms, forged in the crucible of conflict and bound by a 

bond that transcended mere friendship. From the very beginning of their officer training, 

they had been inseparable, their paths intertwined by fate and their destinies entwined on 

the battlefield. 

 

Both seasoned soldiers with over a decade of experience, Lieutenant Colonel Roberts and 

Major Alexander were key figures in the first battalion, the elite of the elite within the 3rd 

Army Corps. Their unit had a long and storied history of successful engagements with their 



enemies, earning them a reputation as formidable warriors and steadfast defenders of their 

nation. 

 

But on one fateful day, as the first battalion made their way to Forward Operations Base 

Hawk, disaster struck. They were ambushed by a group of battle-hardened Russian Marines, 

their convoy engulfed in a storm of gunfire and chaos. In the midst of the skirmish, Major 

Alexander was critically wounded, his life hanging in the balance as blood seeped from his 

wounds and his breaths came in shallow gasps. 

 

For Lieutenant Colonel Roberts, the sight of his best friend lying wounded on the battlefield 

was a gut-wrenching blow. Every instinct screamed at him to rush to Major Alexander's 

side, to do everything in his power to save him. But as he surveyed the chaos unfolding 

around him, he knew that he faced an impossible choice. 

 

On one hand, there was his duty as an officer, his responsibility to the mission and to his 

men. If he stayed behind to tend to Major Alexander's wounds, he risked delaying the vital 

warning to Forward Operations Base Hawk, potentially endangering the lives of countless 

soldiers and jeopardizing the entire operation. On the other hand, there was his loyalty to 

his friend, his unwavering commitment to never leave a man behind. How could he abandon 

Major Alexander in his hour of need, knowing that his decision could mean the difference 

between life and death? 

 

But there was another layer to Lieutenant Colonel Roberts' internal struggle, one that 

weighed heavily on his mind as he grappled with his decision. He was the sole breadwinner 

for his family, his wife and two young children relying on him for their livelihood and their 

future. If he stayed behind to help Major Alexander, he risked leaving his family without a 

provider, without the means to support themselves in his absence. 

 

As he stood on the battlefield, torn between his duty to his country, his loyalty to his friend, 

and his responsibility to his family, Lieutenant Colonel Roberts felt the weight of the world 

pressing down on his shoulders. Each passing moment only served to deepen his anguish, 



the cacophony of gunfire and screams fading into the background as he wrestled with the 

enormity of his decision. 

 

In the end, after what felt like an eternity of torment, Lieutenant Colonel Roberts made his 

choice. With a heavy heart and a sense of resignation, he gave the order for the convoy to 

continue on to Forward Operations Base Hawk, leaving Major Alexander behind with a 

medic and a small group of soldiers to tend to his wounds. As he watched the convoy 

disappear into the distance, a profound sense of guilt and regret washed over him, knowing 

that he had chosen duty over friendship, but also knowing that it was the only choice he 

could make to fulfill his obligations to both his friend and his family. 

 

And so, as the smoke cleared and the echoes of gunfire faded away, Lieutenant Colonel 

Roberts remained on the battlefield, his heart heavy with the weight of his decision, his 

mind haunted by the ghosts of what might have been. But in the midst of the chaos and the 

turmoil, he found solace in the knowledge that he had done what he believed to be right, 

that he had made the ultimate sacrifice for the greater good. And though the scars of war 

would linger long after the battle was over, he would carry on, a soldier torn between duty 

and loyalty, forever haunted by the choices he had made on that fateful day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Brushstrokes of Courage: A Tale of Art, Family, and Self-Discovery 

 



In the bustling city of New Orleans, amidst the vibrant jazz clubs and sultry summer nights, 

lived a young girl named Sofia Ramirez. From the moment she could hold a paintbrush, 

Sofia was captivated by the world of art, her imagination dancing with colors and shapes, 

yearning to be brought to life on canvas. 

 

But Sofia's parents, both successful entrepreneurs, had different aspirations for their 

daughter. They envisioned Sofia taking over the family's bustling restaurant business, a 

beloved fixture in the heart of the city. They enrolled her in business courses, grooming her 

for a future in the culinary world. 

 

As Sofia grew older, her passion for art only deepened. She spent countless hours sketching 

in her room, lost in the flow of creativity as she brought her visions to life. Despite her love 

for art, Sofia couldn't ignore the weight of her parents' expectations pressing down on her. 

 

One day, Sofia's talent caught the eye of a renowned art curator visiting her high school. 

Impressed by her portfolio, he offered her a scholarship to attend an esteemed art institute 

in Paris. The opportunity was a dream come true for Sofia, a chance to immerse herself in 

the world of art and pursue her passion on an international stage. 

 

However, the joy of acceptance was soon overshadowed by a heavy cloud of guilt and doubt. 

Sofia knew accepting the scholarship meant defying her parents' wishes and disappointing 

them deeply. The mere thought of disappointing her parents, who had sacrificed so much 

for her, tore at her heartstrings. 

 

To make matters more complex, Sofia's younger sister, Maria, was diagnosed with a rare 

autoimmune disorder, requiring costly medical treatments and constant care. Sofia's 

parents relied on her to help manage the family restaurant and support Maria through her 

illness. Sofia couldn't bear to add to their burdens by pursuing her own dreams at the 

expense of their happiness. 

 

Caught between her passion for art and her sense of duty to her family, Sofia found herself 

at a crossroads, torn between two worlds pulling her in opposite directions. Each path 



seemed fraught with its own set of challenges and sacrifices, leaving Sofia feeling trapped 

and suffocated by the weight of her decision. 

 

As the days passed, Sofia grappled with her inner turmoil, seeking solace in her art and the 

quiet sanctuary of her thoughts. She poured her conflicted emotions onto the canvas, letting 

her brushstrokes convey the turmoil raging within her soul. 

 

In the end, Sofia found the courage to follow her heart, despite the fear and uncertainty that 

plagued her. She knew that pursuing her passion for art was not just a selfish act of 

rebellion, but a courageous act of self-discovery and authenticity. 

 

With trembling hands and a determined spirit, Sofia gathered the strength to confront her 

parents and share her decision with them. Though they were initially shocked and 

disappointed, they eventually came to understand and accept Sofia's choice, realizing that 

her happiness and fulfillment were worth more than any societal expectations or familial 

obligations. 

 

And so, with her parents' reluctant blessing and unwavering support, Sofia set out on her 

journey to the art institute in Paris, ready to embrace the unknown and carve out her own 

path in the world of art and creativity. Though the road ahead was uncertain and fraught 

with challenges, Sofia knew that she was finally free to pursue her dreams and forge her 

own destiny, one brushstroke at a time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Sacrifice of the Soul: A Tale of Love, Morality, and Desperate Choices 



 

In the bustling city of Metropolis, amidst the gleaming skyscrapers and humming 

laboratories, lived a scientist named Dr. Ethan Clarke. With a mind brimming with curiosity 

and a heart full of ambition, Ethan dedicated his life to unraveling the mysteries of the 

universe. 

 

One fateful day, while conducting experiments in his lab, Ethan stumbled upon a 

groundbreaking discovery: a revolutionary technology capable of harnessing unlimited 

clean energy from the Earth's core. Excitement surged through him as he realized the 

potential of his invention to change the world for the better, to usher in a new era of 

sustainable energy and environmental stewardship. 

 

However, Ethan's elation was short-lived when he was approached by a powerful magnate, 

Mr. Wallace, who saw the potential of Ethan's invention not for the greater good, but for 

personal gain and global domination. Wallace offered Ethan a tempting deal, promising 

wealth beyond his wildest dreams and power beyond measure in exchange for exclusive 

control over the technology. 

 

Caught between the allure of financial security and the weight of moral responsibility, 

Ethan found himself at a crossroads, torn between two conflicting paths. On one hand, 

there was the opportunity to use his invention to help humanity, to alleviate the world's 

dependence on fossil fuels and combat climate change. On the other hand, there was the 

temptation of wealth and power, the chance to secure his family's future for generations to 

come. 

 

As Ethan delved deeper into the implications of his decision, he uncovered unsettling truths 

about Wallace's true intentions. The magnate was not alone in his quest for domination; he 

had ties to a sinister organization with nefarious plans for the technology, plans that could 

spell disaster for the world if allowed to come to fruition. 

 

The stakes were raised even higher when Ethan received devastating news: his wife, 

Rebecca, had been diagnosed with a rare, incurable disease that could only be treated with 



an experimental drug developed by one of Wallace's companies. The magnate offered Ethan 

free access to the drug as part of their agreement, knowing full well that it was the only 

chance of saving Rebecca's life. 

 

Now torn between his love for his wife, his desire to provide for his family, and his 

responsibility to save the world from the potential misuse of his invention, Ethan's decision 

became an impossible one. To make matters worse, his teenage son, James, stumbled upon 

evidence of Wallace's sinister plans and became determined to expose them, putting his 

own life in danger. 

 

As the clock ticked down, Ethan grappled with the weight of his decision, knowing that the 

fate of the world hung in the balance. With Rebecca's life on the line, James in peril, and the 

world teetering on the brink of disaster, Ethan must find the courage to make the ultimate 

sacrifice, to choose between the lesser of two evils, and to live with the consequences of his 

decision for the rest of his days. 

 

In the end, Dr. Ethan Clarke faced an excruciating decision, one that tested the very core of 

his moral compass and shook him to his foundations. With his wife, Rebecca, fighting for 

her life against a rare, incurable disease, Ethan found himself trapped in a web of 

impossible choices. 

 

On one hand, there was the offer from Mr. Wallace, promising not only vast wealth and 

power but also access to the experimental drug that could save Rebecca's life. Accepting the 

offer would mean compromising his principles and handing over his invention to a man 

whose intentions were shrouded in darkness. 

 

On the other hand, there was the option to reject Wallace's offer, to stand firm in his 

convictions and refuse to sell out his integrity for personal gain. But with Rebecca's life 

hanging in the balance, Ethan couldn't bear the thought of condemning her to death by 

refusing the only chance of survival. 

 



As Ethan grappled with the weight of his decision, torn between the love for his wife and 

the desire to do what was right, he found himself caught in a whirlwind of conflicting 

emotions. The lines between right and wrong blurred, and the path forward seemed 

shrouded in darkness. 

 

In the end, driven by desperation and love, Ethan made the agonizing choice to accept 

Wallace's offer, knowing that it meant sacrificing his own moral compass and surrendering 

to the forces of greed and corruption. With a heavy heart and a sense of betrayal gnawing at 

his soul, Ethan handed over his invention to Wallace, praying that it would be enough to 

save Rebecca's life. 

 

But as the days passed and Rebecca's condition worsened, Ethan began to question the true 

cost of his decision. Was it worth sacrificing his principles and selling his soul for a chance 

at saving his wife? And as he watched her slip away, consumed by guilt and remorse, Ethan 

realized that some choices came with a price too steep to bear. 

 

In the end, Ethan was left with nothing but regret and heartache, haunted by the ghosts of 

his past and the consequences of his actions. And as he gazed into the abyss of his own 

moral downfall, he knew that some decisions could never be undone, no matter how 

desperately he wished for a second chance. 


