
 
 

APRIL: OUR AGENCIES 

 

Optional Prayers or Collects 

 For Social Service (The Book of Common Prayer, p. 209) 
O Lord our heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be ministered unto but to minister; 
Bless, we beseech thee, all who, following in his steps, give themselves to the service of others; 
that with wisdom, patience, and courage, they may minister in his name to the suffering, the 
friendless, and the needy; for the love of him who laid down his life for us, the same thy Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
For the Good Use of Leisure (The Book of Common Prayer, p. 825) 
O God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and peace; and grant that we 
may so use our leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our minds, that our spirits may be 
opened to the goodness of your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
For the Poor and the Neglected (The Book of Common Prayer, p. 826) 
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and neglected persons whom 
it would be easy for us to forget; the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who 
have none to care for them. Help us to heal those who are broken in body and spirit, and to turn 
their sorrow into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 For the Care of Children (The Book of Common Prayer, p. 829) 
Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care of children: Give us 
calm strength and patient wisdom as we bring them up, that we may teach them to love whatever 
is just and true and good, following the example of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 For Young Persons (The Book of Common Prayer, p. 829)  
God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing world: Show 
them that your ways give more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better 
than chasing their selfish goals, Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as 
a chance for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive their joy 
in your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 For the Aged (The Book of Common Prayer, p. 830) 
Look with mercy, O God our Father, on all whose increasing years bring them weakness, distress, 
or isolation. Provide for them homes of dignity and peace; give them understanding helpers, and 
the willingness to accept help; and, as their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their 
assurance of your love. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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