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Episode Name Early Baby 

Season & Episode Season 1, Episode 40 

Age Group Grade 4 (Age 9) 

Key Concept Honesty from parents, even about scary things, builds security rather than anxiety — and 
vulnerability and strength aren’t opposites 

 

ABOUT THIS EPISODE 
 

Bingo finds out she was born premature. She starts worrying about what that means — was something wrong? Does it 
mean something is still wrong? Chilli sits down and tells her the real story: the fear, the hospital, the uncertainty, the tiny 
size of her, the waiting. She doesn’t protect Bingo from the weight of it. She tells her honestly, with love. 

The story lands exactly the way honest stories do: it’s harder than the softened version would have been, and more 
settling. Bingo understands something real — not just that she was loved, but that she was fought for, that it was 
genuinely scary, and that she made it. How you start doesn’t determine who you become. 

 

WHY IT MATTERS  (FOR PARENTS) 
 

Around nine, children start building a deeper narrative about themselves — who they are, where they came from, and 
what makes them different from everyone else. This episode shows that honest storytelling from parents, even about 
frightening things, builds security rather than anxiety. Chilli doesn’t sugarcoat the experience — and that’s exactly what 
makes Bingo feel safe. 

Your child is old enough to start hearing the real family stories — the hard ones, not just the highlights. This episode 
models what those conversations can look like: courage, love, and the understanding that vulnerability and strength 
aren’t opposites. A parent who shares what was genuinely frightening isn’t burdening their child. They’re trusting them 
— which is one of the most affirming things a parent can do. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  (FOR YOUR CHILD) 
 

1 Why do you think Bingo got worried when she found out she was born early? What was she really afraid of? 

 

2 Chilli told Bingo the truth, even the scary parts. Do you think that made Bingo feel better or worse? Why? 

 

3 Is there something about your own story — how you were born, or something that happened when you were 
little — that you’d like to know more about? 

 

4 What does this episode teach us about the difference between how something starts and how it turns out? 
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AFTER THE EPISODE — ACTIVITIES & EXTENSIONS 
 

Try one of these to keep the learning going: 
•​ Tell your child their birth story — the real one. Not the polished version, but what you actually remember: the 

feelings, the fears, the unexpected things, the moments that mattered. Let them ask questions. This is one of the 
most affirming conversations a nine-year-old and their parent can have. 

•​ Ask question three and take it seriously. If your child names something they’d like to know more about, tell them. 
At nine, they can hold more truth than you might assume — and knowing their real story builds their sense of self 
in ways nothing else can. 

•​ Talk about question one carefully. Bingo wasn’t worried about the past — she was worried about what it meant for 
now. Help your child identify what she was really afraid of: that something was fundamentally wrong with her. 
Then ask: what changed when Chilli told the truth? 

•​ Ask question four and let your child find their own examples. How something starts versus how it turns out is a 
concept that applies everywhere — to people, to projects, to friendships, to families. Where else can they see this 
pattern? 

 
Tip for parents: Chilli’s willingness to share the fear — ‘I was scared’ — is the most important thing she does in this episode. It tells 
Bingo that the experience was real and hard and worth acknowledging. If you have a hard story in your family’s history that your 
nine-year-old hasn’t heard yet, this is a gentle prompt to consider whether it’s time. You know your child. The question is: are you 
protecting them, or protecting yourself? 
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