
American Literature Vocabulary #1 list 
1. insidious – sinister, dangerous 
2. inviolate – unaltered, intact 
3. extenuate – make less serious 
4. despotism – government by a ruler with unlimited power 
5. abdicate – to give up responsibility for 
6. mercenary – a professional soldier hired to fight in a foreign army 
7. perfidy – treachery, disloyalty, betrayal 
8. redress – the correction of a wrong; compensation 
9. tyranny – cruel and oppressive rule/government 
10. celestial – heavenly 
11. ardor – intense enthusiasm, passion 
12. importune – to ask urgently or repeatedly; to annoy or trouble 
13. transgress – to violate a command or law 
14. impetuous – acting with sudden quickness; hasty 
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