Warking as a locksmith in the 2151 ceniury
requires countless hours of ressanch, prac-
lice and dedication. Whather you are
learning abowt the first Egyptian pin-turn.
blers ar the inner workings of a security
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pinmed filed Madico bl-axle. 8 wide spec-
trurn af undarstanding = needed.  The fod
lowing stary has been lold many fimes
ovr the yaars and i an exarmgle of how
parsistence and creativily can ovarcoms
avan the most secura lock systems

in the summer ol 1651, at the height of tha
Industrial Revoltion, the first America’s
cip wag raced, the Immordal chess game
was played and England hosted the Great
Exhibition. Prince Albart proudly displayed
tor the warld Britain's mdusinal, military and
BCONOMIE Supericnty with the construction
ol the Crystal Palaca in Hyde Park, Lon-
dgon England. The palace was buill with
awer a million feet of glass and eld 13,000
exhibits viewed by ower six million visilors,
Visitors from around the globe obsensed
many spaciachas of iInganulty and amaoe-
mant, incleding the S0-year-okd challangs
lack that remained unopened on Joseph
Bramah's lockamith shap,

In 1801, Bramah hung a large ook of grast
beauty in his shop window at 124 Pic-
cadilly which contamed the inscription,
“The amisl who can make an instrument
that will pick ar opan this lock shel recaive
200 Guneas the momand it 5 produced. =
The barred shaped padipck used a small
lubular key with cuts on the and used o
daprass slides inside the lock Treaing the
balt much the same way a shaer line is
acreated inside modarm pin umbler locks,
The 18 shiders inside the leck provided a
combinabion with 470 milkan pessibiites.

Mlfred Charles Hobbs knew af the cele-
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brated lockmaker Bramah and his chal-
lenge lock.  In 1851, on the steamship
Washington, Hobbs travellad, with his
chest of fools, across the ocean Lo the
Crystal Palace, He presented his Ameri-
can locks o the Duke of ‘Wellinglon,
Prince Adbart, the Prince of Wales and
Cueen Viclona, Mr, Hobbs also displayed
his lockpicking ability with the sucorssful
dafeat of Chubb's “Deteclor Lock”
Bramah had dkad in 1814 and his repre-
sentatives politely accepled Hobbs' re-
quast o atlempt 1o pick the challenge ook,
using his simphe cuslom-madae iools

The challenge lock was remaved fram is
hislf cantury window display and prepared
far the atternpt.  Bramah's sens arranged

i raam abova the shap whare the lock was

BACH

saaled inside 8 wooden box wilh anly tha
keyway exposed. Bramah was gieen 30
days o apen the lock and began his al-
tampt on tha 24th of July, 1851, Thirty
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days later, aftar working a lotal of 51 hours,
Bramah opaned the lock. He presentad
the open lock to a commitiee of six man:
Wi G, Rennie, Dr. Black, Professor Cow-
pear, Mr. Bazahgedte, Mr. Abrahart, and Ed-
ward Bramah. During the next faw days,
Hobbs used his parsonally craated tools 1o
rapeatedy apen and close the lock without
avar seeing the propar kay.  On the 30k
of July the proper kay was producesd Troem
itz sealed case and used 10 open and
clase the lock thus ensuring that the innes
mechanism of the challenge lock was un-
damaged. His peritemance caused a s
rupkion within the lock commiliee, and the

chairman of the commities owersesing the
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challenge wrole in the Bankens magazine,
Wol. 11, 1851;

“. e was allowed o lake impressions of
the key and the bops of the wards. Day by
daxy b was shut alone with the leck, none
beéing parmitted w0 anler e room whilke he
was at wark and with tha aid of ‘thieves'
wax . @ hingad mirrer in the keyhole, a
sirgng kght, all 8orts of add instrumanis,
and with hig greal cdevemess, he was suc-
cassful on the Iack ... we do ned think that
BNy lock can be found o resist such applk-
Bnceas”

It wias ot unlil September that Bramah re-
cenved a cheque for 210 British pounds
{equivalent of 200 Guness) with a letler
delailing the grievencas of the commilbes.
The vulnarabilities of the allegedly unpick-
able lock created much discomion wighin
that smcurity establishment. Locksmiths
know that absolute and impenetrable sa-
curity systems do nob exist and lodks are
andy temporary barriers for creative and
datarmined cppanents. Mamy in the past
hava balievad thal B lacks af the day had
reached an impenetable peak of technol-
ogy. The events of the great lock contro-
varsy of 1851 are an exampla of how
lackemilhs would bast sarve the profession
il they maintain an opan mind toward ofh-
ers’ accomplishmants and madem devel-
apments in the fisld.

HOTE: Tha author of the piclures is Malt
Blaza and we thank him for allowing us 1o
use some of his piclunes.

i you are interested o see more of
bramah locks please visit his sile at;

hitpeiwsww crypio. comipholos' msabrema
I
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