
 

Grade:  4th 
Strand:  Economics 
Standard/Topic:  SST-04.E.05 
Describe and analyze how North Dakota’s location, culture, and natural resources influence its 
economic decisions and development. 
 

 Sample Activities 

 
Score 4.0 
Complex 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and 
applications that go beyond the target content. 
 
The student will: 

●​ Conduct research about a specific industry in North 
Dakota and provide evidence as to how that industry 
is successful in North Dakota based on culture, 
location, and/or natural resources available. 

 

 

 3.5 In addition to target performance, in-depth inferences and 
applications with partial understanding 

 

Score 3.0 
Target 

The student will: 
●​ Describe how North Dakota’s location, culture, and 

natural resources influence its economic decisions.  
●​ Analyze how North Dakota’s location, culture, and 

natural resources influence its development. 
 
 
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions.  

Analyze different maps of North Dakota (product, 
climate, energy, natural resources) 
 
Compare two or more product, natural resource, 
culture, or development maps of North Dakota to 
synthesize why an industry is successful in its location 
 
Note:  Cross-curricular opportunity with this Social 
Studies standard and Science Energy standard  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding the simple content 
and partial understanding of the target content 

 

Score 2.0 
Simple 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler 
details and processes as the student: 
 

●​ The student will recognize or recall specific 
terminology, such as: 

○​ Analyze, culture, natural resources, 
economy,product  

 
 

●​ The student will perform basic processes, such as: 
○​ Identify natural resources that are found North 

Dakota (e.g., wind, soil, water, oil, coal) 
○​ Identify cultures that are found in North Dakota 

(e.g., Scandinavian, German, Bohemian, 
Native American) 

○​ Identify cities or areas  in North Dakota that 
have developed or grown (e.g., Williston, 
Fargo, Grand Forks, Bismarck, Dickinson, 
Bakken, Red River Valley) 
 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions 
regarding the more complex ideas and processes.  

What’s Growing in North Dakota? 

 
 
Energy: Powered by North Dakota 

 

 1.5 Partial understanding of the simple, but major errors or 
omissions regarding the target content 

 

Score 1.0 With help, partial understanding of the simple and target 
content 
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https://www.farmflavor.com/north-dakota/north-dakota-agriculture-map/
https://www.ndstudies.gov/sites/default/files/energy-book.pdf


 0.5 With help, partial understanding of the simple content, but 
not the targeted content 
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