
Francisco Vásquez de Coronado – The Quest for Cities of Gold 

Francisco Vásquez de Coronado, born in Spain around 1510, was a Spanish conquistador 
driven by stories of wealth and mystery. As a young man, Coronado left Spain and moved to 
Mexico, then part of New Spain, where he rose through the ranks. Hearing rumors of rich, 
golden cities in the north, Coronado was captivated by the idea of discovering unimaginable 
wealth. These tales, known as the “Seven Cities of Gold,” would inspire Coronado to undertake 
a legendary expedition. 

In 1540, Coronado gathered a large expedition of soldiers, settlers, and Native American 
guides. He secured the support of the Spanish crown, which hoped to expand its territory and 
find new sources of wealth. Coronado’s journey took him through present-day Mexico, Arizona, 
and New Mexico, in search of these fabled cities. With high expectations, he led his men 
through deserts, mountains, and rivers, but the cities of gold remained elusive. 

During his travels, Coronado explored a vast area of the American Southwest, covering 
thousands of miles. Although he never found the riches he sought, Coronado’s expedition 
encountered various Native American tribes, learning about their cultures and ways of life. 
Coronado’s explorations added to European knowledge of the region, including parts of Texas, 
Kansas, and Oklahoma. However, the search for wealth often led to conflict with Native 
communities. 

Coronado’s journey ended in disappointment. After years of hardship and no gold to show for it, 
he returned to Mexico empty-handed. The Spanish crown was not pleased, as it had invested 
considerable resources in the expedition. Coronado faced criticism and never again led such a 
grand venture. His ambitious quest had failed to uncover treasures, leaving him without glory or 
fortune. 

Today, Francisco Vásquez de Coronado is remembered not for finding gold, but for his 
extensive exploration of the American Southwest. His journey helped map out parts of North 
America and introduced Europeans to the region’s diverse cultures. Although he did not achieve 
his dream of discovering golden cities, Coronado’s expedition left a lasting legacy in the history 
of exploration. 

 


