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Deuteronomy 34:10

(10) Never again did there arise in
Israel a prophet like Moses—whom
God singled out (knew), face to face,

Sforno on Deuteronomy 34:10

No other subsequent prophet ever
attained the lofty spiritual stature of
Moses. This explained the statement
that no prophet is allowed to
innovate something in the Torah
since then. (Shabbat 104) Similar to
their statement that no Rabbinical
court may invalidate a decree by
another Rabbinical court, unless it is
grater than it in wisdom and
number. (Megillah 20)
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Shabbat 104a

Rav Hisda said: The letters mem
and samekh that were in the
tablets were standing
miraculously. However, if one
rendered a closed letter open, he
diminishes its status, as Rabbi
Yirmeya said, and some say that it
was Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba who
said: The prophets instituted
mem, nun, tzadi, peh, kaf.

And is that reasonable? Isn’t it
written: “These are the
commandments that the Lord
commanded Moses to tell the
children of Israel at Mount Sinai”
(Leviticus 27:34). Such that a
prophet is not permitted to
introduce any new element related
to the Torah and its mitzvot from
here on.

Megillah 2a

This is what we said, “Now, all of
these days when the Megilla may be
read were enacted by the members
of the Great Assembly” And, if it
enters your mind to say that the
members of the Great Assembly
enacted only the fourteenth and
fifteenth as days for reading the
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Megilla, is it possible that the later
Sages came and uprooted an
ordinance that was enacted by the
members of the Great Assembly?
Didn’t we learn in a mishna
(Eduyyot 1:5) that a rabbinical court
cannot rescind the statements of
another rabbinical court, unless it
is superior to it in wisdom and in
number?

Ramban on Deuteronomy 34:10

This makes sense, as when two
persons see one another face to face,
they become acquainted with each
other through that meeting, “whom
God knew face to face [Scripture said
only that G-d knew Moses, not
vice-versal, since out of respect to
the Exalted it did not want to
mention that Moses also knew Him
that way.

Now, do not be surprised that it says
in praise of Moses, “Whom God knew
face to face,” and it also states, “And
God spoke to Moses face to face,” and
with reference to all Israel it is also
stated, “God spoke with you face to
face! For there it added “out of the
midst of the fire,” meaning to say that
they heard His voice out of the midst
of the fire only, and they did not
actually see His Presence.
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And by way of the Truth, [the mystic
teachings of the Cabala], the verse
here states that G-d knew Moses
face to face to cleave to Him
whenever the spirit came upon
Moses our teacher. It was so at the
time of the Giving of the Torah, but
the people perceived only the Voice
out of the midst of the fire. Thus
Scripture explained that all
prophecies of Moses were as on the
day that the Torah was given, while
the rest of the prophets had the hand
of the Eternal upon them.
Understand this.
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