Photoshop vs Canva: Which Tool is Better for
Graphic Designers in Chandigarh?

People who are working in today's creative industry need the right tools. Having the right
equipment is essential for doing your best work. There are several options to create
creative designs, but Canva and Photoshop are the most commonly used by designers to
create marketing materials.

Photoshop gives you total control over your work. It is built for advanced editing and
professional precision. Canva is completely different. It is built to be fast and easy for
everyone. You can use its templates to make professional marketing materials in no time.
Let's compare Photoshop vs Canva. We will break down their core features, operational
constraints, and subscription costs. This detailed evaluation will guide you in selecting the
ideal platform for your precise workflow.

Understanding Adobe Photoshop and Canva

Before you spend time and money on any software, look at its features first. Make sure it
actually does what you need it to do.

What is Adobe Photoshop?

This software is used for developing graphic design and photo editing. It is one of the most
widely used software programs by many designers worldwide. The reason why everyone knows
about Photoshop is due to its excellent editing capabilities. The entire set of design tools offered
in Photoshop allows the creation of great designs.

The program incorporates the use of layers, making it easier for users to make changes to any
part of their designs without affecting other parts. With time, Photoshop has introduced Al into
its functions to ease the creation process and make the workflow more efficient. Even though
the program takes some time to learn, there is a certain degree of precision and flexibility
provided by it that makes it stand out among others.

What is Canva?

It is a graphic design software application that enables anyone to design professional visuals
effortlessly without requiring any prior knowledge in graphic design. It uses a simple
drag-and-drop feature that allows one to design social media visuals, presentations, logos,
posters, flyers, brochures, resumes, and many more marketing tools within a matter of minutes.
Being loaded with numerous templates, fonts, icons, and stock images, Canva enables one to
design visually appealing visuals without much hustle.
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Canva exists in two types, which include the free plan and Canva Pro. In the free plan, one has
access to basic design tools and thousands of templates to enable him/her to design common
things such as resumes, cards, invitations, and presentations, among many others. In Canva
Pro, everyone can use advanced design tools such as artificial intelligence for designing,
unlimited brand kit designs, a background removal tool, a magic resize tool, and millions of

stock photos and graphics.

Photoshop vs Canva — Feature-by-Feature Comparison

precise control over every
detail.

Feature Adobe Photoshop Canva
Usability Steeper learning curve with Perfect for newcomers,
professional tools. featuring an intuitive
move-and-place workspace.
Image Editing Advanced image editing with | Basic to moderate image

editing suitable for everyday
designs.

Photo Manipulation

Excellent for complex photo
manipulation and retouching.

Limited editing options for
advanced photo
manipulation.

Design Freedom

Highly customizable for
creative and professional
projects.

Best for quick designs using
pre-made templates.

Template Design

Involves developing concepts
entirely on your own or
relying on outside materials.

Endless collections of fully
customizable designs built for
any commercial market.

Logo Design

Ideal for detailed and custom
logo concepts.

Suitable for simple logos
using templates and
elements.

Al Design Tools

Includes Al-powered features
like Generative Fill and
background removal.

Offers Magic Design, Magic
Resize, Al writing, and other
smart tools.

Social Media Design

Offers complete creative
freedom but takes more time.

Perfect for creating social
media posts quickly.

Collaboration

Limited real-time
collaboration compared to
Canva.

Excellent team collaboration
with cloud-based editing.

Platform

Desktop application with
cloud integration through
Adobe Creative Cloud.

Web-based platform with
desktop and mobile apps.




Best For Professional graphic Beginners, freelancers,

designers, photographers, marketers, students, and
and creative agencies. small businesses.

Pricing Paid subscription through Free plan available with an
Adobe Creative Cloud. optional Canva Pro

subscription.

Adobe Photoshop vs Canva Pro: Pricing and Value

Looking at Canva Pro next to Photoshop shows that subscription prices aren't the defining detail
for choosing which platform fits your work. It depends on the functions, versatility, and the nature
of your work. Both programs have a subscription-based payment model for accessing all of their
functionality.

Adobe Photoshop is accessed through an Adobe Creative Cloud subscription service. Although
more expensive than Canva Pro, it has professional features that facilitate image and photo
editing, creation of digital art and graphics, among others. This software features deep
connectivity with alternative Adobe tools, establishing itself as a highly practical ecosystem for
design practitioners and branding agencies.

Canva Pro is a cheaper solution and perfect for people who need fast design. The premium
templates, Brand Kit, Artificial Intelligence design tools, Background Remover, Magic Resize,
millions of stock resources, and unlimited cloud storage are among the features that allow
saving time and producing professional designs without the necessity of spending much time
studying how to use them.

On the other hand, if you are a professional graphic designer who needs total creative freedom
and all the possibilities provided by an advanced editor, Photoshop is a more suitable product
for you. Nevertheless, if your goal is to create social media graphics, presentations, marketing
materials, or any other types of designs, Canva Pro is your best value-for-money choice.

Pros and Cons of Photoshop and Canva

It should be noted that there are also advantages and disadvantages to each software. Thus,
the choice will depend on the user's experience, budget, and kind of design work. Knowledge of
these aspects may help to make the correct decision.

Adobe Photoshop

Pros
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Cons

High-end utilities optimized for complex image processing and precise photo
modification.

Unlimited freedom to shape every single detail of your artistic vision.

Ultimate solution for specialized brand identity, commercial design, and tactile media.
Exceptional visual outputs optimized perfectly for modern screens and heavy press
production.

Al-based functions increase productivity.

There is a difficult learning curve for beginners.

A paid subscription is required to get access to all functions.
It takes much time to create designs from scratch.

High demands on the hardware of the used computer.

Canva

Pros

Cons

Ease of use and learning.

Thousands of free templates available.

Great tool for social media design and marketing.
Possibility to work together with a team in real-time mode.
The free version has sufficient design functions.

Lower possibility of customization.

Not enough for image editing and photo manipulation.
Some templates are available only in Canva Pro.
Limited control over complex professional projects.

Which Graphic Design Software Should Beginners Choose?

As a beginner in graphic design, selecting appropriate software will be quite beneficial for the
learning process and will add to the fun factor of doing so. Though both Photoshop and Canva
are equally good software applications, they differ in purpose as well as target audience.

The better option to go for as a beginner is Canva because of its user-friendly drag-and-drop
feature, which will make it easier for someone to create different kinds of designs without
necessarily having previous knowledge of graphic design. Canva offers a number of templates
and design ideas that will allow one to come up with professional designs.



Which Tool Do Professional Graphic Designers Prefer?

It all comes down to the kind of job being done and the needs of the individual. Although
Photoshop is the most preferred software for any designer to design professional designs,
Canva is an excellent platform for creating fast and consistent marketing designs.

Agencies

It can be said that creative agencies have a preference for Adobe Photoshop as it allows them
full control over the design project.

Freelancers

Freelancers use Photoshop and Canva most often. In the case of custom design, logo creation,
and any other design that would be provided to clients, freelancers love to use Photoshop.
However, Canva is helpful for them when they want to create posts on social media,
presentations, and other marketing material.

Content Creators

Photoshop and Canva are both excellent graphic design software; nevertheless, it is up to
personal choice which one to use, as the choice is very subjective and depends on the needs.
However, Photoshop is also used by many content creators when there is an option of making
unique graphics and photo editing.

Marketing Teams

Canva supports distributed workforces to sync up and generate marketing layouts and social
visuals with a uniform brand appearance.

Can You Use Photoshop and Canva Together?

Yes, it is possible, and there are numerous professionals who combine both tools into their
design process. Using only one program is not an option here since the combination of the two
programs allows you to design professionally and increase productivity.

As a rule, a designer begins his work with Adobe Photoshop, where he performs advanced
image editing, removes the background from the pictures, manipulates photos, and creates
graphic materials. After completing the design process, he uploads the creation to Canva to
include text, resize the image, and put all the brand elements there. Canva helps to design the
content for publication on various social networks, websites, or even marketing campaigns.

Thus, working with Photoshop allows a designer to perform creative tasks, while using Canva is
aimed at publishing the creation.
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Photoshop vs Canva: Final Verdict

Both are equally great graphic design platforms; however, the selection of one or the other is
highly individual and depends on specific requirements. It is recommended to choose Adobe
Photoshop for professional designers who require full creative freedom and need to have
advanced editing tools of editing.

If you think that you will have a career in graphic design, Photoshop would be a good decision
to invest in for a longer period of time. However, if you need speed and easy operation, you can
prefer Canva.

Conclusion

Adobe Photoshop and Canva are both excellent graphic design software programs; however,
they differ in their applications. The first one is preferable for professional designers who require
all the editing options available and full control over their work. On the other hand, Canva is
perfect for novices and enterprises that seek to create high-quality graphic designs in an easy
and fast manner.

The appropriate choice should be made based on your objectives, financial state, and level of
experience. It is advised that Canva be used by beginners, as it will enable them to make great
graphic designs easily. Those planning to have a career in graphic design need to know Adobe
Photoshop. Learning both software programs will be beneficial for you.
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