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Trong th&i gian trwéc va sau cudc bau cir Tdng Théng ndm 1967, co quan CIA bao cho
biét la cac twéng lanh cao cép clia VNCH da déng y thanh lap trong bi mat mét Uy Ban
Quan S Tbi Cao c6 quyén quyét dinh vé dwong 16i cling nhw nhan sw ctia Chinh phd
VNCH. Uy Ban nay do Thiéu Twéng Nguyén Cao Ky lam Cha Tich. Nhiéu ngu®l cho
rang day la ly do chinh khién cho dng Ky chiu nhwdng cho dng Thiéu tng clr chirc vu
Téng Théng. Bai viét nay cb gang tim hiéu sw that trong van dé nay.

B4i Canh Chinh Tri Cia VNCH, 1965-1967

Sau khi Chinh phii dan sw Phan Huy Quat giao lai chinh quyén cho phe quan
nhan, ngay 14-6-1965, cac twéng lanh da thanh 1ap Uy Ban Lanh Pao Quéc Gia
(UBLDQG) va Trung Twéng Nguyén Van Thiéu dugc dé cir ndm chirc vu Cha Tich cla
Uy Ban nay, ddm nhan vai trd Quéc Trwdng. Thiéu Twéng Nguyén Cao Ky dwoc chi
dinh 1am Cha Tich Uy Ban Hanh Phap Trung Uong (UBHPTU), t&c la Tha Twéng.
UBHPTU duwoc thanh lap ngay 19-6-1965." UBLDQG chiu trach nhiém vé dwong 16i,
chinh sach, va nhan sy; UBHPTU truc tiép diéu khién viéc thi hanh cac quyét dinh cua
UBLDQG vé dwdng 16i va chinh sach. Céach té chirc chinh quyén ndy dwa trén nguyén
tac tap thé quyét dinh, ca nhéan thi hanh rat thich hop véi moét td chire mang tinh kj luat
cao nhw Quan ddi. N6 ciing dwa trén kinh nghiém cdm quyén chinh tri ciia phe quan
nhan tr sau vy ddo chanh 1-11-1963. Cudc dao chanh ndy da tao ra mot khoang tréng
chinh tri qua I&én ma khéng mét ca nhan chinh tri gia hay twéng lanh nao cé thé 1ap day
dwoc. Vé phia cac chinh khach, cac vi da tng 1a thanh vién cia Nhém Caravelle
(chéng ché dd Ngoé Binh Diém) nhw cac éng Phan Khac Stru, Tran Van Huong va Phan
Huy Quat, v&i uy tin ca nhan rat Ién, déu that bai. Vé phia twdng lanh, Twéng Duong
Van Minh, ngay sau cudc ddo chanh, va Twéng Nguyén Khanh, sau vu Chinh Ly ngay
30-1-1964, ciing déu da that bai vi khédng di uy tin ca nhan ciing nhw ban lanh va hau
thuan chinh tri. Nhom tuwéng tré (ma dai da sb la do Twéng Khanh thang cp cho 1én
twdng) ma gi¢i bao chi Hoa Ky thwérng goi chung bang tén Young Turks da chirng kién
tat cd nhirng that bai trén va ho hiéu 14 ho can phai dwa vao nhau dé tao nén mét sirc
manh tap thé, ma, néu riéng ré tirng ngudl, ho sé khéng thé nao c6 dwoc. Véi strc
manh tap thé d6, ma co ché la Hoi Pong Quan Lwc (HPQL), ho da thanh cong trong
viéc loai Twéng Nguyén Khanh ra khéi chirc vu Tdng Tw Lénh va budc 6ng phai roi
khdi Viét Nam vao cubi thang 2-1965. Thi Twéng Phan Huy Quat ciing thay ré strc



manh nay va coi dé nhu 1a moét de doa cho chinh quyén dan sw cia 6ng nén ong tim
cach giai tan HDQL. V&i sy ho tro cda Hoa Ky, 6ng da thanh cong va HPQL da dong y
tw giai tan vao ngay 5-5-1965.

Bay gi®, v&i sy tlr chirc ciia Chinh phd Phan Huy Quat, chinh quyén da tré lai
tay nhdm twéng tré va 1an nay ho quyét khéng dé chinh quyén tré vé tay phe dan sw
nira. Dwa vao kinh nghiém da cé qua cac chinh quyén trwéc, ho khdng tao ra mot co
ché coéng khai nhiéu quyén lwc nhw HDQL. Ngwoc lai ho tao ra mét cach ban chinh
thirc mot Gy ban gébm cac tuwéng lanh cao cap hoat dong nhw 1a ‘ban diéu hanh’ cia
UBLDQG ; Gy ban ndy gébm cac twéng Nguyén Van Thiéu, Cao Van Vién, Pham Xuan
Chiéu va Nguyén Cao Ky ?; lic dau Gy ban nady chi hop mét cach bét dinh ky khi can 14y
quyét dinh mot cach tap thé vé moi van dé chinh tri va quan sy quan trong. Dan da né
tré thanh mét co ché thuwong truwc va dwoc gidi quan nhan chdp nhan mét cach ban
chinh thirc (de facto). Chinh nh& cach dan xép ndy ma Chinh phi Nguyén Cao Ky,
mac du trdi qua rat nhidu séng gid, tlr bén ngoai (thi du: chéng dbi, ndi loan ctia Phat
Gido & Mién Trung) hay ngay ca tir bén trong quan déi (thi du: vu Twéng Nguyén Hiru
C6, vu Twéng Nguyén Chanh Thi) da ton tai mot thdi gian dai hon hai nam.

Ngay 1-4-1967, Hién Phap méi dwoc ban hanh. Theo Hién Phap méi nay,
VNCH sé& theo Téng Théng ché v&i nhiém ky 4 nam, c6 Qubc Hoéi Lap Phap gbém 2
vién, Thwong va Ha Vién. Ché dé mai nay sé thanh hinh sau cudc bau ctr Tdng Théng
va Thuong Vién vao thang 9-1967. Phe quan nhan lai drng trwéc mét vién anh cla
mot chinh quyén dan sw. Ho khong thich vién anh do ° va tim cach bao vé quyén luc
chinh tri ma ho da ndm trong tay trong hai ndm qua. Dé c6 thé thuc hién diéu nay, lién
danh (rng cr ciia phe quan nhan phai thang trong cudc bau ctir Téng Théng sap toi.

Ca hai Twéng Thiéu va Ky déu quyét dinh ra tranh ct; Twéng Thiéu chung lién
danh vé&i éng Trinh Quéc Khanh (Hoa Hao) va Tuéng Ky chung lién danh vél Luat sw
Nguyén Van Loc (Cao Dai). Ta nén nhé la vao thoi diém ndy éng Ky da ndm virng tinh
hinh chinh tri cia VNCH mét cach gan nhw tuyét ddi. Trwéc hét vé mat an ninh chinh
tri, 6ng da bd tri cho Chuan Twéng Nguyén Ngoc Loan, Phé Tw Lénh Khong Quan,
canh tay mat cla 6ng, nam tat cd bd may an ninh véi 3 chirc vu sau day: Tdng Giam
DPbc Canh Sat Quéc Gia, Giam Béc Nha An Ninh Quan Déi, va Cuc Trwéng Cuc Trung
Uong Tinh Bao. Cac vi tw Iénh cac quan doan, cac quan binh ching va cac dai don vi,
cling nhw céac tinh trwdng phan I6n déu 1a ngwdi cta 6ng. Ong ciing tim cach 14y hau
thudn cla cac chinh dang ciing nhw cac tén gido. B6 may tranh clv clia 6ng ciing da
bt dau hoat dong rat manh tai khap cac dia phwong tr may thang trwde.  Noi tom lai,
lién danh Ky-Léc hon lién danh Thiéu-Khanh rat xa vé moi mat: tb chirc, tai chanh va
hau thuan.

Trwéc nguy co sd phiéu quan nhan sé bj chia khién cho mét lién danh dan sw c6
thé sé& dac clv, cac twdng lanh da nhiéu lan tim cach thuyét phuc hai twédng Thiéu va Ky
suy nghf lai trén tinh than doan két ndi bd ciia Quan déi, nhwng ca hai twéng déu khoéng
chiu va van tiép tuc tranh c riéng ré. Phe Gng hd Twéng Ky da clr Twéng Nguyén
DPlrc Thdng dén gap Twdng Thiéu dé yéu cadu Twéng Thiéu rat lui nhwng cling khéng c6



két qua.* Ngay 1-7-1967 sé la thoi han chét d& nép don (rng c» Tdng Théng. Ngay
29-6-1967, bai Twong Cao Van Vién, Téng Tham Mwu Trudng QLVNCH, da triéu tap
phién hop khan cap cta Hoi E)ong Quan Luec tai B Téng Tham Muu dé g|a| quyét van
dé nay. Dwdi ap lwc rat nang né cla toan thé cac twdng lanh trong Hoi Bong, Twéng
Ky phai chiu hy sinh, drng phé trong lién danh v&i Twéng Thiéu. Cac twéng lanh trong
HDQL déu ca ngoi sw hy sinh ctia Twéng Ky. Dwdng nhw sau doé hai twéng Thiéu-Ky
da co théa thuan véi nhau vé vai trd clia Twéng Ky trong chinh quyén twong lai. C6 tin
la théa thuan nay dwoc thwe hién trén van ban cé chiv ky ctia Twéng Thiéu.>®

Uy Ban Quan Sw Téi Cao : C6 Hay Khéng ?

Viéc ruat lui cua lién danh Ky-Léc va sy ra doi cla lién danh méi Thiéu-Ky da gay
x&o trén 1&n trong bé may tranh cr ca Twéng Ky vi bd may ndy da bat dau hoat dong
tr may thang qua. Céac phu ta cla 6ng Ky phai lam céng viéc giai thich cho nhirng
ngudi lam viéc trong bd may tranh cr vé ly do cla sw thay ddi quan trong ndy. Trong
mét phién hop cua ban van dong tranh c cua Twéng Ky vao khoang gilra thang
7-1967, mot vi phu ta ctia Twéng Ky da noi rd vé sy thda thuan gira hai twéng Thiéu
va Ky vé vai trd Téng Théng trén danh nghia cla Twéng Thiéu va vai trd ndm quyén
Iwc that sy cia Twédng Ky trong chinh phu twong lai. Chinh trong Iuc giai thich sw thay
ddi nay, lan dau tién van dé Uy Ban Quén Sw T6i Cao dwoc dé cap téi. Vi phu ta cho
biét chinh Twéng Ky néi cho biét mét sé chi tiét vé Uy Ban nay nhw sau: tén goi cé thé
la Uy Ban Trung Uong hay Uy Ban Tbi Cao, thanh phan sé& gébm 5 hay 6 twéng lanh
quan trong nht, vai trd sé la trung tdm quyén lwc cta québc gia, va sé do chinh Twéng
Ky ding dau.” Tat ca nhitng diéu nay, that ra, déu do chinh Twéng Ky mém cho nguoi
phu ta ciia minh va, qua nguoi ndy, dé lam yen tam nhirng ngwoi Ung hd 6ng va giup
ong trong bdé may tranh ctr cua 6ng. Nhirng diéu ndy dung ra |a nhirtng wéc mudn trong
ldng ctia 6ng ma 6ng rat mudn tré thanh sy that. Trén thwc té cac twéng lanh cao cap
c6 lap ra mét Gy ban ‘nong cét’ 1am viéc theo tinh than tap thé véi chi trwong moi quyét
dinh phai dwoc moi ngudi déng thanh chip thuan; ho déng y c&r Twéng Ky lam Chd
Tich Gy ban, xem nhu la mét cach dé ‘gidr thé dién’ cho Twéng Ky sau khi Twéng Ky da
quyét dinh rat lui va nhwong viéc ng clr Tdng Théng lai cho Twéng Thiéu.®

Nhirng dién tién ndy déu dwoc CIA bao cao day du va chinh pha Hoa Ky, xuyén
qua Toa Pai s ciia ho & Sai Gon, rat lo ngai. Ho da hét Iong hé tro' cho Chinh phu
Nguyén Cao Ky trong hai ndm qua dé tién dén viéc sap hinh thanh dwoc mét chinh
quyén dan cr hop hién cho VNCH; ho khéng muén tré lai tinh trang bat 6n dinh chinh
tri do quan nhan cadm quyén nhuw giai doan sau khi 1at d6 ché dd Ngé Dinh Diém. Viéc
thanh 1ap mét Uy Ban nhw thé 18 mot hanh déng vi pham Hién Phap méi cia VNCH
mot cach thd bao va Hoa Ky sé& bi cong kich ma khong thé bao chira dwoc néu ting hd
viéc thanh 1ap mét Uy Ban nhw thé. Ngay 11-8-1967, Pai s&¢ Hoa Ky Ellsworth Bunker,
trong cudc gap g& v&i Twong Ky, da héi thang Tuwéng Ky vé van dé Uy Ban nay va
Tuéng Ky da choi phat di. Méay ngay sau d6 CIA lai khang dinh mét 1an niva sy hién
hiru ctia Uy Ban nay va lan nay khéng pha| chi bang tin dn miéng ni¥a ma ho co han
mot van ban td chirc cia Uy Ban ndy. Ong Walt W. Rostow, Phu T4 Déac Biét vé An
Ninh Quéc Gia, trong mét van thw glri dé ngay 14-8-1967, da trinh lén Téng Théng



Lyndon B. Johnson vé van dé nay. Trong van thw ndy éng Rostow néi rd la Hoa Ky da
c6 mdt ban cla van ban td chirc clia Gy ban nay, day 22 trang, cung cip béi mét twéng
lanh VNCH, mét trong nhirng ngudn tin dang tin cay ctia ho, va ho dang kiém tra lai tinh
xac thwc cling nhw tinh trang (m&i chi la dw thdo, hay da dwoc cac twéng lanh chép
thuan) cla tai liéu.® Nhuw thé thi cai chuyén ma luc dau chi & trong mong wéc clia 6ng
Ky nay da bat dau tré thanh sy that. Chac chan la 6ng Ky déng vai trd chinh trong viéc
thic ddy cho Gy ban nay thanh hinh. Trong cudn hdi ky cta minh, 6ng Ky ciing xac
nhan sw hién hiru cta Gy ban nay.™

Dwa vao nhirng tai liéu d& néu trén, cau tra I&i cho cau héi: ‘Uy Ban Quén Su Tbi
Cao : C6 Hay Khéng ?’ phaila C6. C6 thé khang dinh la cac twdng 1anh cao cép, dudi
sy thuc day cia Twéng Ky, da cé cb gang thwe hién mwu toan vi-hién ndy. M6t cau hdi
nira cling can dat ra la: Uy Ban ndy c6 that sy hoat dong hay khéng va néu cé thi hoat
dong co hiéu qua nhw 6ng Ky mong mudn hay khéng va hoat dong dwoc bao 1au ?

Hoat Pong ctia Uy Ban Quan Sw Téi Cao

Vi Qy Ban nay trén ban chét 1a mot tcxg chirc bi mat nén ching ta khong thé dé
dang co6 bang phL]’ng cu thé (trén van ban chang han) vé hoat dong cla né. Tuy nhién
chung ta cé thé suy luan dwa trén nhirng bang chirng khac vé hoat dong ctia né.

Sau khi d&c cr Tdng Théng, trong mét thei gian khodng nira ndm, 6ng Thiéu rd
rang la chiu rat nhiéu ap lwc tlr 6ng Ky va cac twéng lanh thudc phe 6ng Ky. Béng
chirng cu thé la viéc éng phai chdp nhan dé cr Luat sw Nguyén Van Loc, nguwd| da
dirng pho trong lién danh riéng cla 6ng Ky, lam Tha Tuwéng.' 2 Ong cling phéi chap
nhan gilr nguyén chirc vu clia cac twéng lanh thudc phe 6ng Ky. Trong thdi gian nay
éng chi thay ddi nguoi & trung cap va khi cé co hdi ma théi. Chwong trinh 6ng dua ra
la cai t& hanh chanh, st dung chwong trinh ndy dé loai dan cac tinh trwéng thudc phe
ong Ky. Céc twéng lanh phe dng Ky thay rd y d& ndy ctia 6ng Thiéu va 1ap tirc cd phan
&ng; ho hop riéng v&i nhau trwdc va sau dé vao hop véi dng Thiéu, dé nghi chdm dat
chwong trinh cai t6 hanh chanh ndy nhung 6ng Thiéu cwong quyét gat b6.”® Cudc
Tong Tan Cong Tét Mau Than cla Viét Cong giup cho Tong Thdéng Thiéu cé ly do thay
thé Tha Twéng Nguyé&n Van Loc bang tan Tha Twéng Tran Van Huong. Ong quyet
dinh viéc nay ma khong tham khéo y kién cltia 6ng Ky va céac tuo’ng lanh cao cap Ong
Ky va cac twéng 1anh cao cép lai hop ban nhwng sau cung quyét dinh khéng chéng lai
viéc dé clr 6ng Tran Van Hwong lam Tha Twéng.™ Sau trdc nghiém ndy 6ng Thiéu biét
rd 1a 6ng Ky va céac twdng lanh cao cap khéng thé dwa vao vén kién thanh lap Uy Ban
Quén S Téi Cao dé dé chéng lai cac quyét dinh cda éng vi chuyén dé khéng nhiing la
bat hop phap ma con vi-hién nira va chdc chdn sé khéng dwoc chinh phd Hoa Ky chép
thuan va che ché. T d6 trd di 6ng khdng can quan tdm dén chuyén Gy ban mat dé
nira'® va thang tay loai dan phe canh cta 6ng Ky. Dén khoang cubi ndm 1968 6ng da
hoan toan thanh céng loai bé dwoc hdu hét nhivng nhan vat than can véi Phd Téng
Théng Ky da tirng ndm gitr cac chirc vu quan trong vé chinh tri, hanh chanh, an ninh va
quan sy (Xem chi tiét trong bai Céng Dién Méat Cua CIA Ngay 06-03-1968). Sau dé thi
nhirng ngwoi cua 6ng Ky con sét lai trong b6 may chinh tri va quan sy phai tw déng



tudn phuc 6ng Thiéu vi ho da thay rd gi6 da tré chiéu. Ong Ky thi thay rd minh cang
ngay cang mat thé lwc nhwng ciing phai danh chiu théi ché khong thé lam gi dwoc niva
cad. Mét thoi gian sau chuyén Uy Ban Quan Sy Téi Cao khéng dwoc ai, ngay ca 6ng
Ky, nhdc dén nira va hoan toan chim dan vao quén lang clia moi nguoi.

Két Luan

Sau khi bi HDQL ép phéi nhwdng va chiu ding pho cho lién danh (rng cr Téng
Théng cha 6ng Thiéu, 6ng Ky va cac twdng lanh cao cap thudc phe éng da tim moi
cach dé cé thé tiép tuc ndm quyén hanh. Dau tién ho ép 6ng Thiéu phai ky két mot van
kién déng y 1a néu dac cir Téng Théng 6ng sé tham khao éng Ky va cac twéng lanh cao
cép dbi voi cac quyét dinh quan trong vé chinh sach va nhan sw. Ong Ky va cac twéng
lanh sau d6 da tién mot bwdc xa hon: ho thanh 1ap mét ‘Uy Ban Quén Sw Téi Cao’
trong bi mat, véi 6ng Ky lam Cha Tich, d& quyét dinh moi viéc quan trong cho VNCH.
Uy Ban nay Ia mét vi pham thé bao Hién Phap méi cia VNCH va khéng dwoc chinh
phl Hoa Ky Ging hd. Sau khi dac clr, trong mét thoi gian ngén, 6ng Thiéu phai chiu ap
lwc ndng né clia 6ng Ky va cac twéng phe éng Ky. Nhwng dan da, qua mét s6 hanh
dong cé tinh cach trac nghiém phan L'rng cua 6ng Ky va cac twéng lanh cao cép, ong
Thiéu biét ré phe canh 6ng Ky khéng thé va ciing khdng dam dién dan cac ky két bi mat
do dé lam ap lwc véi 6ng niva. Ong quyét dinh virt bo mat wéc dé, tién hanh loai bd
dan anh huwéng cia phe éng Ky va thwc sy ndm quyén Tdng Théng theo Hién Phap
VNCH.
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phi. Ong Ky ky tén vél tw cach Cha Tich va Thiéu Tuéng Nguyén Burc Thang la Téng Thu
Ky, trong khi 6ng Thiéu ky tén nhuw mot thanh vién, chir ky cla 6éng xuét hién thir tw trén tai
liéu. Ong Ky bdo vél nguol phu ta la chinh Twéng Thing da soan théo tai liéu do.’

Continued activity of Prime Minister Ky's political mechanism, DDRS, cong dién mat cla
CIA, ngay 31-7-1967, gidi mat ngay 20-9-1979; c6é doan nhw sau: ‘The group’s activities will
continue even though Ky is now second man on the Thieu-Ky ticket. The meetings of military
leaders of 29-30 June which led to the formation of that ticket did not signify a loss in power
for Ky. According to Ky, the generals decided during those meetings to form a sort of central
or supreme committee composed of the five or six most important generals which would be
the real center of power and which Ky would command ... This, according to Ky, means that
in the future government Ky will have the real power of decision, while Thieu will be a
figurehead. As proof of this, Ky had pointed out to _ that in response recently to a journalist’'s
question about his choice for prime minister in the event he wins the election, Thieu had said
the choice would be based on agreement between him and Ky, thus showing his lack of
authority to make the decision by himself.” = Cac hoat dong ctia nhém sé tiép tuc méac du béy
gio 6ng Ky la ngudl thie nhi trong lién danh Thiéu-Ky. Cac cudc hop cla cac nha lanh dao
quén su vao cac ngay 29-30 thang séu dwa dén viéc thanh hinh cua lién danh ndy khéng cé
nghia la éng Ky d4 mat quyén Theo 6ng Ky, tai cac budl hop do, cac tuéng lanh da quyét
dinh thanh lap mét thu’ dy ban trung wong hay téi cao gém ndm hay séu tuéng lanh quan
trong nhuet; uy ban ndy sé la trung tdm quyén luc va 6ng Ky sé la ngudl chi huy. .. Theo ong
Ky, diéu ndy c6 nghia la trong ch/nh phi tuong lai, 6ng Ky sé la ngu’cyl that sw ndm quyén
quyét dinh, 6ng Thiéu sé chi ngdi lam vi. Bé lam bang chirng cho diéu ndy, 6ng Ky da néi ro
voi _ la mél day khi trd 1ol cau héi ctia mot ky gid vé viéc chon thu tudng trong truong hop
6ng déc ctr, 6ng Thiéu d4 tra 10i la sw la chon sé dua trén sw dong y gitka 6ng va éng Ky,
diéu ndy cho théy ré la éng Thiéu khéng cé quyén tw quyét dinh.’

Functioning and Aims of "Inner Circle" of Generals Who Exercise Power of Decision in
South Vietnam, DDRS, cbéng dién mat cta CIA, ngay 10-8-1967, giai mat ngay 20-9-1979; cé
doan nhw sau: The ‘innner circle’ of generals who currently exercise the power of decision
and who intend to continue doing so after the installation of the new government include
Chief of State Nguyen Van Thieu, Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky, Minister of Defense and
Chief of the Joint General Staff General Cao Van Vien, | Corps Commander Lt. General
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Hoang Xuan Lam, Il Corps Commander Lt. General Vinh Loc, Ill Corps Commander Lt.
General Le Nguyen Khang, IV Corps Commander Major General Nguyen Van Manh, Minister
of National Security Major General Linh Quang Vien, and Minister of Revolutionary
Development Major General Nguyen Duc Thang. ... Ky has been designated chairman of the
Group as a matter of face’ and as a measure to restore somewhat the balance between
Thieu and Ky after it was decided Ky should step down to second place on the Thieu-Ky
ticket. The Group expects that the exercise of executive authority in the future government
will involve, as at present, the discussion within the Group of all major decisions or those
likely to arouse strong differences of opinion. In other areas of a more routine nature, the
President, i.e. Thieu, will exercise the executive authority.” = Nhém céc tuéng lanh ‘nong cét’
hién dang ndm quyén quyét dinh va duw tinh tiép tuc lam nhw thé sau khi c6 chinh phi mé&i
gbém c6 Quéc Trudng Nguyén Van Thiéu, Thi Tudng Nguyén Cao Ky, Uy vién Quéc Phong
kiém Téng Tham Muu Truéng Bai Tudng Cao Van Vién, Tw Lénh Quén Boan 1 Trung Tudéng
Hoang Xuén Lam, Tw Lénh Quan Doan 2 Trung Twéng Vinh Léc, Tw Lénh Quan Doan 3
Trung Tuéng Lé Nguyén Khang, Tw Lénh Quén Doan 4 Thiéu Tuéng Nguyén Van Manh, Uy
vién An Ninh Thiéu Tuéng Linh Quang Vién, va Uy vién Xay Dung Néng Thén Thiéu Tuéng
Nguyén Birc Théng. ... Ong Ky duoc chi dinh lam Cha Tich cia Nhém nhw la mét cach dé
gitk thé dién cho 6ng dong thol ciing dé tao lai thé quéan binh gitra hai éng Thiéu va Ky sau
khi da c6 quyét dinh dé éng Ky ding thir nhi trong lién danh Thiéu-Ky. Nhém wéc dinh la
viéc hanh xtr quyén hanh phép trong chinh phd twong lai sé thuc hién vél sw thdo luén trong
Nhém dbi vl tat cé céc quyét dinh quan trong hodc nhitng van dé cé thé géy ra khéc biét y
kién I6m lao. Trong céac lanh vuc khac cé tinh céch binh thuong thi Téng Théng, tic la éng
Thiéu, sé quyét dinh.’

Military Control Organization,_DDRS, van thw mat ctia Tdéa Bach Oc, ngay 14-8-1967, giai
mat ngay 9-1-1991; co doan nhw sau: ‘Today’s situation report on Viet-Nam politics noted a
report that the generals have written a ‘Charter’ for their planned Supreme Military
Committee. The purpose of the committee is clear: to maintain military control over the
government after the election. It is, in effect, a scheme for ‘guided democracy’ in which a half
dozen generals would decide finally what was good and bad for the country. Our text of the
alleged ‘Charter’ (22 pages) came from a usually reliable source in the Vietnamese military.
CIA is checking on the authenticity of the document. They are also checking on whether it is
merely a draft, or whether it has actually been adopted by the generals (including Thieu and
Ky). = B4o céo vé tinh hinh chinh tri cta Viét Nam hém nay cé ghi nhdn mét bo céo la cac
twéng lanh da viét ra mot ‘Hién Chuong’ cho céi Uy Ban Quéan Sw Téi Cao ma ho da hoach
dinh. Muc tiéu cta Gy ban rét ré: duy tri quyén kiém soét ctia phe quén nhéan trén chinh phu
sau béu ctr. Bung ra day la mét muu toan thuc hién mét ‘nén dén chd duoc huéng dén’ trong
d6 moét nira ta tuéng lanh sé quyét dinh céi gi tot cai gi x4u cho dat nuée. Van ban cia ‘Hién
Chuong’ (22 trang) ma ching ta cé trong tay la do mot nguén tin thuong déng tin cay trong
phe quén nhan Viét Nam cung cép. CIA dang kiém tra lai tinh xéc thuc cda tai liéu ndy. Ho
cling dang kiém tra lai xem tai liéu ndy cé phéi chi la mét ban dw thdo, hay la né da duoc céc
tuwéng lanh (bao gébm ca Ong Thiéu va 6ng Ky) chap nhan.’

Nguyén Cao Ky, sdd, tr. 249. ‘Before the election, Thieu was forced to sign a secret protocol
designed to keep him under military control. This was not my idea, but | embraced it. Only the
generals who signed it knew of this paper and the council that it created. Composed of the
most trusted military members of the Directorate, this council was responsible only to itself,
and not bound by the constitution. ... At the first meeting of the council, which included Thieu,
we all signed the pact. Then we voted, and | was elected chairman. Thus when Thieu was
elected president, he shared power and authority with the council. As council chairman, |
held more power than Thieu himself. = Truéc bau ctr, 6ng Thiéu bj ép phai ky mét van kién bi
mét duoc tao ra dé gilk 6ng ta dudl sw kiém soét ctia quan doi. DAy khong phai la y kién cua
t6i, nhung t6i ing hé y kién dé. Chi ¢6 nhitng twéng lanh da ky tén moil biét dén vén kién néy
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va cai hol déng ma no tao ra. Bao gém nhikng thanh vién quéan sw dwoc tin nhiém nhdt cua
UBLDQG, héi dbng néy chi chju tréch nhiém véi chinh né, khéng bi rang budc béi hién phép.
... Tai phién hop déu tién cda hoi déng, gbm cé ca 6ng Thiéu, tat cad mol nguol déu ky tén
vao mét wéc ndy. Sau d6 ching téi bé phiéu, va téi dwoc béu lam Chd tich. Vi thé sau khi
déc ctr Téng Thbng, 6ng Thiéu phai chia xé quyén hanh vél hoi dong. V&I tw céch Cha tich
ctia hol déng, toi ndm nhiéu quyén hon cé chinh éng Thiéu.’

Bui Diém, sdd, tr. 3§5, c6 doan nhu sau: “Khi méi duoc bau Ién, vi dia vi chua viing chac,
6ng da gilr Ioi hira dé cho 6ng Ky toan quyén chon Tha Tuéng.’

Intelligence cable regarding political developments in South Vietnam which have led to an
increase in President Nguyen Van Thieu's popularity while Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky's
popularity has decreased, DDRS, cong dién mat ctia CIA, ngay 6-6-1968, gidi mat ngay
5-2-2001, c6 doan nhw sau: ‘Former Prime Minister Loc’s cabinet was created with the
intention that Ky have a policy role, and in the early post-election period Ky did exercise
considerable influence over the government. = Néi cac cta cwu Thi Twdng Léc da duoc tao
ra v&l y dinh la 6ng Ky sé c6 mét vai tro trong viéc hoach dinh chinh séch, va qua thét trong
giai doan ngay sau bau ctr 6ng Ky da cé anh huwéng rét quan trong déi vél chinh pha.’

Intelligence cable regarding South Vietnamese President Nguyen Van Thieu's meeting with
Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky and the South Vietnamese senior general to discuss cabinet
reorganization and government policies, DDRS, cong dién mat ctia CIA, ngay 16-5-1968, giai
mat ngay 22-10-1999, cé6 doan nhw sau: ‘Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky and the senior
generals met with President Nguyen Van Thieu on 15 May to discuss their dissatisfaction with
the performance and policies of the Thieu government. Earlier that day the generals had met
with Ky at the Joint General Staff compound. In adition to Ky and Khang others attending
were: | Corps commander Lieutenant General Hoang Xuan Lam, Il Corps commander Major
General Lu Mong Lan, IV Corps commander Major General Nguyen Duc Thang, Chief of the
Joint General Staff General Cao Van Vien, Minister of Defense Lieutenant General Nguyen
Van Vy, Minister of Interior Lieutenant General Linh Quang Vien, and Minister of
Revolutionary Development Lieutenant Nguyen Bao Tri. ... The Corps commanders
specifically asked Thieu to cancel his projected overhaul of the provincial administrative
system until after the war. ... Thieu then expounded on his concept of how the government
should function. This exposition made it clear that he did not intend to reverse any of his
administrative reforms or change his plan to ‘civilianize’ the government. = Phé Téng Théng
Nguyén Cao Ky va céc tuéng lanh cao cap da hop vél Téng Théng Nguyén Vén Thiéu dé
théo ludn vé nhitng bat méan cua ho dbi véi hoat déng va chinh séch cta chinh phd cta éng
Thigu. Trudéc dé trong ngay céc tuéng lanh da hop vél 6ng Ky tai B6 Téng Tham Muu. Ngoai
6ng Ky va éng Khang (chu thich cda nguol viét: Trung Tuéng Lé Nguyén Khang, Tw Lénh
Quén Poan 3) nhitng nguol khac hién dién gébm cé: Tw Lénh Quén Poan 1 Trung Tudng
Hoang Xuén Lam, Tw Lénh Quén Doan 2 Thiéu Tuéng L& Mdng Lan, Tw Lénh Quén Poan 4
Thiéu Twong Nguyén Pirc Thdng, Téng Tham Muwu Truéng Pai Tuéng Cao Vén Vién, Tong
Trwéng Quéc Phong Trung Tudng Nguyén Van Vy, Téng Trudng N6l Vu Trung Tuéng Linh
Quang Vién, va Téng Truwéng Xay Dung Néng Thén Trung Twéng Nguyén Béo Tri. ... Céc tw
lénh quan doan d&c biét yéu cdu 6ng Thiéu hiy bé ké hoach cai té hé théng hanh chanh cép
tinh cho dén khi chién tranh chdm dut. ... Ké dé 6ng Thiéu trinh bay quan niém cta éng vé
van dé mét chinh quyén phai hoat déng nhw thé nao. Viéc trinh bay ndy cho théy ré 6ng
khéng cé y dinh tré lui trong ké hoach céi té hanh chanh cda 6ng hay thay déi ké hoach ‘dan
sw héa’ chinh quyén cua éng.’

Intelligence cable regarding South Vietnamese senior generals' decision not to oppose Tran
Van Huong as Prime Ministgr, as long as Huong avqids involvement in military affairs, cong
dién mat cha CIA da trich dan & trén trong ghi chu s6 6, c6 doan nhw sau: ‘On 20 May 1968,



15.

the senior generals held a series of meetings with Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky in the
latter’s office to discuss their posture toward President Nguyen Van Thieu and Prime Minister
Designate Tran Van Huong. The generals decided to take no action against Thieu and to
assume a wait-and-see attitude toward Huong. The generals will give Huong their tacit
approval as long as he does not meddle in the internal affairs of the armed forces. The
generals called the meetings because Thieu had not consulted them regarding Huong’s
appointment as Prime Minister. Ky, for example, was not even officially informed by Thieu of
his plan to appoint Huong until 1845 hours on 18 May; when the note arrived from Thieu’s
office, Ky was in Nha Trang. The generals view Thieu’s behavior in the matter as a violation
of the agreement that the senior generals, including Thieu, signed after the 30 June 1967
meeting at which Thieu was designated the military presidential candidate. = Vao ngay
20-5-1968, cac tuéng lanh cao cép da cé nhiéu budi hop véi Phé Téng Théng Nguyén Cao
Ky tai vdn phong cta 6éng dé thdo luén vé chu truong cua ho dbi véi Téng Théng Nguyén
Van Thiéu va Tha Tuéng chi dinh Trdn V&n Huong. Céc tudng lanh quyét dinh khéng cé
hanh dong nao chéng lai 6ng Thiéu va gitr mét thai do cho xem déi vél 6ng Huong. Céc
twéng lanh dbng y chép thuan 6ng Huong mét cach ngdm ngédm vél diéu kién la éng ta
khéng xen vao céng viéc ndi bd cua quan doi. Cac twéng lanh da triéu tap cac phién hop néy
vi 6ng Thiéu da khéng tham khado ho vé viéc chi dinh éng Huong lam Tha Tuéng. Ngay ca
6ng Ky, chdng han, ciing chi duwoc 6ng Thiéu chinh thirc théng béo vé viéc chi dinh éng
Huwong vao lic 6 gicr 45 chiéu ngay 18 thang ndm; khi théng béo ndy ttr van phong éng Thiéu
gt dén thi 6ng Ky dang & Nha Trang. Céc tuéng lanh xem hanh déng cua éng Thiéu trong
viéc ndy la mét vi pham cla sw thod thuédn ma céc tudng lanh cao cép, gém ca éng Thiéu, da
ky két sau budi hop ngay 30-6-1967 tai d6 6ng Thiéu da duoc chi dinh lam (g vién Téng
Théng ctia quén doi.’

Cable regarding U.S. concern over evidence of strain between South Vietnamese President
Nguyen Van Thieu and Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky, DDRS, cong dién mat cla Toa Dai
s Hoa Ky tai Saigon glri vé Bd Ngoai Giao, ngay 24-6-1968, gidi mat ngay 30-5-2001, c6
doan nhw sau: ‘Thieu did not confer with the secret military council on these matters, in
accordance with the agreement he is purported by Ky to have signed as a condition of their
support for the presidency. As | have mentioned, Thieu has ignored that agreement. = Ong
Thiéu da khéng ban thdo véi Gy ban quan sw bi méat vé cac van dé ndy, theo ding nhu sw
thod thuan ma éng Ky cho la éng Thiéu da ky két nhw la mét diéu kién dé dy ban Gng hd éng
trong chirc vu Téng Théng. Nhw toi da néi, 6ng Thiéu da I di coi nhw khéng cé suw théa
thuén néy.’






