
CANE Annual Writing Contest 2016 
 
This year’s topic: “Equo ne credite, Teucri: trickery and treachery in classical antiquity” 
 
 
Due Date: ____________________________ 
 
Guidelines: 

●​ The project may be a short story, poem, drama, or essay.  
●​ The project should be typed or word-processed.  
●​ Maximum length: 700 words 
●​ If you use any source materials for this project, you must provide specific references and a bibliography.  

 
Your project will be judged holistically, based on how successfully you address the given topic, how imaginative 
and creative your idea is, and how well you use language to engage your reader. 
 
 
 
 
 
Your name should not appear on the project itself. Please include a cover page in the following format, including 
this signed statement. Only projects with this signed statement will be considered for judging. 
 

 
Name of Student 
Grade of Student 
Name of School 

Name of Teacher 
Email Address of Teacher 

 
 

This project represents my own original work. No outside help has been provided for this project. If selected as a 
winner, your entry and name will be published on caneweb.org. 
 
 
Signed________________________________​ ​ ​ ​ Date_____________________  
 

 
 



 
Guidelines for Teachers  
 
The CANE Writing Contest is a regional competition open to students of Latin, Greek, or Classics in New England middle 
and secondary schools. We believe that the goals of the contest can best be served by requesting that the written project be 
the student’s own work. Hence, the student should not ask for any help in writing or correcting the project before 
submitting the final copy. To ensure that all entrants have an equal chance to win this contest, we urge all teachers to 
follow these guidelines:  
 
(1) Present the topic to your students and answer any questions they may have about it.  
 
(2) Give your students a copy of the document “CANE Annual Writing Contest 2016,” including a due date and 
supplementing it with any additional suggestions you may have about revising the rough draft and proofreading the final 
copy.  
 
(3) Give your students a deadline early enough to allow you to judge your students’ projects and submit the three best 
projects to your State Representative by December 15, 2016.  
 
(4) You may discuss the general topic with your students to be sure they understand it, but explain that the projects 
must be original works on the given topic and that students may not seek help from others, whether students, teachers, or 
parent, although they may arrange to have the final draft typed or word-processed by someone else.  
 
(5) For the three winning entries you submit to your state rep, make sure your students have included the required 
cover page and statement that the work is their own. 
 
Student’s Name 
Grade 
School Name 
Teacher’s Name 
Teacher’s Email Address 
 
We will use teacher e-mail to communicate with the top three winners in each state at the middle school and high 
school level.  If one of your students’ projects is among the winning entries, you can expect to hear from your State 
Representative by January 15. 
 
(6) Remind your students that this is a contest, with certificates and prizes given to the three finalists in each of the New 
England states at both the high school and middle school level, and that the New England-wide high school winner will 
receive a certificate and a gift card, to be presented at the 111th Annual Meeting of CANE, 17 and 18 March 2017 at 
Phillips Exeter Academy in New Hampshire. The high school winner will have the opportunity to be our guest for 
dinner and to read the winning entry at this event. The winning entry will be published in CANE’s Annual Bulletin 
and on its website with the student’s name. 
 
(7) You may find it helpful to provide your students with copies of past winning projects, published in the Annual 
Bulletin. Here is a link to recent high school winning entries: 
 
(8) Submit the best three projects from your school to your CANE State Representative by December 15, 2016, making 
sure that you enclose each student’s signed statement that the project is his or her own work. For names and addresses of  
 

http://caneweb.org/new/?page_id=1237#writingcontest


the State Representatives see the listing under the CANE Executive Committee on the CANE website link here. Students 
may not submit their projects directly to the Chair of the Writing Contest. To do so will invalidate the project.  
 
(9) Please do not rank the three projects that you submit from your school to your state representative. If you wish, you 
may recognize the authors of all three projects in some appropriate way, but at this preliminary level students’ projects are 
not to be ranked first, second, or third place. The State Representatives will submit the entries to the president-elect.  
 
The National Association of Secondary School Principals has placed the CANE Writing Contest on the 2016-2017 
NASSP National Advisory List of Contests and Activities as a regional program for participation by students in middle 
and secondary schools in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont. Students from 
other states who are enrolled in independent or parochial schools in New England are eligible to enter the CANE Writing 
Contest. We have had many inquiries about the CANE Writing Contest from students in schools outside the area served by 
the Classical Association of New England. We are happy to answer these inquiries with information about the contest, but 
we regret that students enrolled in schools located outside New England are not eligible to participate. 
 
 
Attention State Representatives: After you have read your assigned entries, please advise Charles Bradshaw, 
President-Elect, of your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place choices by January 15. Please also include a ranked list of the three top 
winners in the state, including the students’ teachers and the name of their school.  
 
 
 

http://caneweb.org/new/?page_id=230

