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Description:

Osen: A small squirrel of two species, Sciiirus Isabella and 5. Itmniscatus. It
begins to scold loudly on the approach of any person or animal, and continues
as long as the intruder is in sight. It scolds especially loudly when an animal is
under the tree in which it happens to be. This fact is taken advantage of by
hunters.

Akpwe: the large horned viper

It happened thus. Akpwe and Osen 2 made a great friendship with each other,
even living together. In the course of time, Osen had three children. Now, Akpwe
ate Osen's children. Then Osen had three more, after four rainy seasons had
passed. The first was named Mine'e; the second, Mintene; and the third,
Abutan. Osen thus to Akpwe, "If you again eat my children, I'll kill you." Then
went Osen out to work in the forest. When he had gone, Akpwe ate the child
named Mine'e. When Osen returned from the forest, he found that Akpwe had
eaten Mine'e. Then Osen asked him, "Where is the child?" — "I don't know."
Osen again went to the forest, and returned only to find that Akpwe had eaten
Mintene. Again asking "Where is the other one?" Akpwe answered, " | don't
know." For a third time Osen went to the forest, finding Abutan missing when he
returned. Then went Osen to Akpwe, and, accusing him, said, "You have killed
Mine'e; you have killed Mintene, and also Abutan,1 and also Abutan, and also
Abutan!" Then heard Man, who was passing, the talk Osen was talking. So he
went to look under the tree. There he found Akpwe, and slew him.

Thus did Akpwe pay the penalty for eating Osen's children.
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