A Jewish Reading Journey: 50 Books for
Adults - Compiled by Rabbi Daniel Gropper

How to Use this List (and hopefully not feel overwhelmed):
Stage 1: Start here to feel inspired, grounded, and connected to Jewish life.

Stage 2: Dive deeper into theology, ethics, and Jewish tradition.
Stage 3: Engage with modern debates, Israel, philosophy, and storytelling.

Stage 1: Accessible & Inspiring Entry Points

1. When Bad Things Happen to Good People — Harold Kushner
A gentle exploration of faith, suffering, and hope.

2. Nine Essential Things I've Learned About Life — Harold Kushner
Practical Jewish wisdom for modern life.

3. Judaism’s Ten Best Ideas — Arthur Green
Short, readable, and uplifting overview of key Jewish concepts.

4. The Sabbath — Abraham Joshua Heschel
Poetry and spirituality in the rhythm of Shabbat.

5. Here All Along — Sarah Hurwitz
Personal reflections on Jewish life, ritual, and meaning.

6. Jewish Literacy — Joseph Telushkin
A clear, broad introduction to Jewish history, practice, and ideas.

7. The Book of Jewish Values — Joseph Telushkin
Engaging stories and lessons from Jewish ethics.

8. This Is Real and You Are Completely Unprepared — Alan Lew
Reflections on Jewish holidays, life transitions, and spirituality.

9. Be Still and Get Going — Alan Lew
A meditation on prayer, mindfulness, and Jewish practice.

10. The Sabbath World — Judith Shulevitz
Modern reflections on the power of rest and sacred time.



https://www.amazon.com/When-Things-Happen-Good-People/dp/1400034728
https://www.amazon.com/Nine-Essential-Things-Learned-About/dp/0804173451
https://www.amazon.com/Judaisms-Ten-Best-Ideas-Seekers/dp/1580238033
https://www.amazon.com/Sabbath-Classics-Abraham-Joshua-Heschel/dp/0374529752
https://www.amazon.com/Sabbath-Classics-Abraham-Joshua-Heschel/dp/0374529752
https://www.amazon.com/Here-All-Along-Spirituality-Life/dp/0525510710
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Literacy-Revised-Ed-Important/dp/0061374989
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Jewish-Values-Day-Day/dp/0609603302
https://www.amazon.com/This-Real-Completely-Unprepared-Transformation/dp/0316830208
https://www.amazon.com/Be-Still-Get-Going-Meditation/dp/0316739103
https://www.amazon.com/Sabbath-World-Glimpses-Different-Order/dp/0812971736

Stage 2: Deepening the Journey
11. God in Search of Man — Abraham Joshua Heschel
Classic reflections on God, humanity, and spirituality.

12. Moral Grandeur and Spiritual Audacity — Abraham Joshua Heschel
Essays on moral responsibility and Jewish life.

13. A Living Covenant — David Hartman
Modern theology bridging tradition and contemporary life.

14. Israelis and the Jewish Tradition — David Hartman
Exploring Jewish thought and Israeli society.

15. One Hundred Great Jewish Books: Three Millennia of Jewish Conversation — Lawrence
Hoffman
An overview guiding readers to books espousing virtually all types of historic and
modern Judaic expression.

16. The Triumph of Life — Yitz Greenberg
Vision of hope, covenant, and meaning after tragedy.

17. The Jewish Way: Living the Holidays — Yitz Greenberg
Guidance for meaningful engagement with Jewish festivals.

18. Radical Then, Radical Now / A Letter in the Scroll — Jonathan Sacks
Insightful reflections on Jewish identity and ethics.

19. To Heal a Fractured World — Jonathan Sacks
Essays on morality, society, and Jewish responsibility.

20. The Dignity of Difference — Jonathan Sacks
Respect for diversity and pluralism in Judaism.

21. Covenant & Conversation: A Weekly Reading of the Torah — Jonathan Sacks

Accessible Torah commentary connecting ancient texts to modern life.

22. Making Prayer Real — Mike Comins
Practical guide to bringing meaning to Jewish prayer.

23. Entering Jewish Prayer — Reuven Hammer
Intro to prayer, liturgy, and spiritual connection.

24. Finding God — Rifat Sonsino & Daniel Syme
Guide to personal spirituality and Jewish living.



https://www.amazon.com/God-Search-Man-Philosophy-Judaism/dp/0374513317
https://www.amazon.com/Moral-Grandeur-Spiritual-Audacity-Essays/dp/0374524955
https://www.amazon.com/Living-Covenant-Innovative-Traditional-Judaism/dp/1580230113
https://www.amazon.com/Israelis-Jewish-Tradition-Debating-Lectures/dp/0300184115
https://www.amazon.com/One-Hundred-Great-Jewish-Books/dp/1933346310
https://www.amazon.com/Triumph-Life-Narrative-Theology-Judaism/dp/0827615213
https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Way-Living-Holidays/dp/0671873032
https://rabbisacks.org/books/radical-then-radical-now/
https://www.amazon.com/Heal-Fractured-World-Ethics-Responsibility/dp/0805211969
https://rabbisacks.org/books/the-dignity-of-difference/
https://rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation/
https://www.amazon.com/Making-Prayer-Real-Spiritual-Difficult/dp/1580234178
https://www.amazon.com/Entering-Jewish-Prayer-Personal-Devotion/dp/0805210229
https://www.amazon.com/Finding-God-Responses-Rifat-Sonsino/dp/0807407984

Stage 3: Contemporary Voices & Jewish Debates
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25. Catch-67 — Micah Goodman
Examines Israel’s political dilemmas after the Six-Day War.

The Wondering Jew — Micah Goodman
Reflections on Jewish identity in modern Israel.

Maimonides and the Book That Changed Judaism — Micah Goodman
Bridges classic Jewish thought with today’s readers.

In God’s Image — Tomer Persico
How the Jewish concept of “image of God” shaped Western civilization.

People Love Dead Jews — Dara Horn

Essays exploring antisemitism and Jewish memory.

Eternal Life — Dara Horn
Novel blending storytelling with Jewish ideas on life and death.

Everything Is God — Jay Michaelson

Radical approaches to Jewish mysticism and spirituality.

Enlightenment by Trial and Error — Jay Michaelson
Thoughtful reflections on Jewish identity and modernity.

Justice in the City — Aryeh Cohen
Jewish perspectives on social ethics and responsibility.

Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor — Yossi Klein Halevi
Honest reflections on Israel, dialogue, and understanding.

Like Dreamers — Yossi Klein Halevi
True stories of Israeli soldiers shaping modern Israel.

Can We Talk About Israel? — Daniel Sokatch
Balanced guide to contemporary Israel debates.

We Stand Divided — Daniel Gordis
Explores the rift between American Jews and Israel.

God Was Not in the Fire — Daniel Gordis
Memoir blending faith, philosophy, and Israeli identity.

Not in God’s Name — Jonathan Sacks
Confronting religious violence and ethical leadership.

The Gift of Rest — Joseph Lieberman & David Klinghoffer
Modern reflections on Shabbat and sacred time.



https://www.amazon.com/Catch-67-Left-Right-Legacy-Six-Day/dp/0300236743
https://www.amazon.com/Wondering-Jew-Israel-Search-Identity/dp/0300252242
https://www.amazon.com/Maimonides-Book-That-Changed-Judaism/dp/0827612109
https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Image-Western-Civilization-Revolutionary/dp/1479835714
https://www.amazon.com/People-Love-Dead-Jews-Reports/dp/0393531562
https://www.amazon.com/Eternal-Life-Novel-Dara-Horn/dp/0393608530
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-God-Radical-Nondual-Judaism/dp/1590306716
https://www.amazon.com/Enlightenment-Trial-Error-Spirituality-Postmodern/dp/1934730807
https://www.amazon.com/Justice-City-Argument-Perspectives-Post-Rabbinic/dp/1618112961
https://www.amazon.com/Letters-Palestinian-Neighbor-Yossi-Halevi/dp/0062844911
https://www.amazon.com/Like-Dreamers-Paratroopers-Reunited-Jerusalem/dp/0060545763
https://www.amazon.com/Can-Talk-About-Israel-Conflicted/dp/1635573874
https://www.amazon.com/We-Stand-Divided-Between-American/dp/0062873709
https://www.amazon.com/God-Was-Fire-Daniel-Gordis/dp/0684825260
https://rabbisacks.org/books/not-in-gods-name/
https://www.amazon.com/Gift-Rest-Rediscovering-Beauty-Sabbath/dp/1451627319

41. Jewish Wisdom — Joseph Telushkin
Practical lessons and stories on ethical living.

42. Sacred Attunement — Michael Fishbane
Engaging reflections on prayer and Jewish practice.

43. The Persistence of God in Jewish Philosophy — Avi Sagi
Readable exploration of theology for modern readers.

44. Jewish Ethics and the Care of End-of-Life Patients — Noam Zohar
Contemporary applications of Jewish ethics.

45, Judaism’s Great Debates — Barry Schwartz
Short essays introducing modern and historical Jewish debates.

46. Nextbook/Schocken Jewish Encounters Series
Short, readable essays on culture, history, and identity.

47. To Life! — Harold Kushner
Classic stories of meaning, faith, and Jewish values.

48. Jewish Unbound — Podcast-inspired essays
Essays on identity, spirituality, and contemporary issues.

49. Maus — Art Spiegelman
Graphic memoir on the Holocaust and Jewish survival.

50. Apeirogon — Colum McCann
Novel blending story and contemporary reflection on conflict, memory, and humanity.


https://www.amazon.com/Jewish-Wisdom-Spiritual-Historical-Thinkers/dp/0688129587
https://www.amazon.com/Sacred-Attunement-Theology-Michael-Fishbane/dp/0226251721
https://philpeople.org/profiles/avi-sagi
https://philpeople.org/profiles/avi-sagi
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/jewish-ethics-and-the-care-of-end-of-life-patients-a-collection-of-rabbinical-bioethical
https://www.amazon.com/Judaisms-Great-Debates-Timeless-Controversies/dp/0827611315
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/series/JES/jewish-encounters-series/
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Celebration-Jewish-Being-Thinking/dp/0446670022
https://www.judaismunbound.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Complete-Maus-Art-Spiegelman/dp/0679406417
https://www.amazon.com/Apeirogon-Novel-Colum-McCann/dp/1400069602
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